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CAVING

o

Manor Farm

First of all, many thenks to cveryone who gent gomething
towards the cost o¢ the new shaft-~ the rosponse was Vury good. Due
to the money being aveileble, we have been able to hire a rock drill
and the res ulblng speed of descent has, been about four times that
obtained previously.The drill itself it a Kango Rotoary Hommor with
a 13" bit, Its speed varies with the rock, but it never takes longer
than 5 mins. to drill z 12" sghot-hole(comnared with 45 wing. for

a 6" hole using & hand drill- not To mention the aching wrist and
chlﬂpuq knuckles! ). As a result we blow 4-6 holes at a time,bamped
efficiently in contrast to the innefficient bangs using inadequately
tamped plaster or shallow shot-holes.

Our first try-out with the drill was over the August DBonk
Holiday, whon the few members remaining eround Irigtol, helped by
the occasional older member down for a qu1¢t weeliend « t the Hut,
managed to increase the depth from 11 to 18 £t. The digging routine
was 80 new ag to be wvery enjoya blb unc ddded 1ncenblvc was provided

B

T
by a strong draught tha

However the cave kept its secrets and a fortnight loter we
returned, armed with the Koango and with some expericnce this time.
The ex nerlcncg paid off as we went down nearly 7 £t. in two doys and
made the depth 24~25 ft, By now the Joint was widening, (we preferred
to call it a 1ft‘) and the draught gtill issued ffOQ 1L ALt this
depth we gtorted using a ladder to climb back to the urf ace, as it
was becoming o strain on the nerves to chimney sone 25 . dbove a
det wired to nearly o vound of combustible matoeriale!

By this btime it was becoming difficult to clecar avay the fumes
and even flapping for 15 mins. with a 30 f£t. length of flrc hose
left enocugh fuwmes to give Tthe digper a nasty headache. 4lso the
draucht began to work ageinst us, as ungteads of delivering frouh ailr
it tendcd o emit a steady stream of fumes for gome time, and one just
haod to pub up with itv.

The next occasion on whlch we had the drill wag the fl“ﬁ

weekond of October. The rift in the floor soon turncd out To be

a crogs-rif® exton01ng UUuUTOmm to the right( focing downmvullp )

an d downgtreaon oo the left;for as far o8 could bo seen (4-5 ft. %
it gov no wider than 4", Thu draught was hardly noticeable now,

s0 we carried on uownmvrcs, Lete on the Sundey cfternoon there wes
great excitement when the dTlll went throush to o space in the floor
out of which came cnother of those droughts which hold the nromise
of great bthings bo come~ the lManor Ferm Moin Drein at last?
Unfortunately this particular Mein Droin turned out to be o 4Mx4"

channel running down valley. It went on for gome way, o3 water
poured would ﬁurolo oway cquite hanpily upbll out of earshot. After
this little “nfzcllmax we ¢id one more beng and left the depth

at /?76”

Since then all the drills for hirse have been oub, o we've
been unable to improve on that depth. On@ doy was ub@ht however,
on blowing out the 4" rift so asg to get o good look at 1t' We
managed to get some 6 ft. into it, but as it otill chowed nz  oilgn
of widening, it's unllk:ly to be worth following. However, wc have
rezerved the drill( ~c far o8 one can reserve it) for the week
of Dec 28th to Jan 4th or Sth. On the agsumption that we getb it
and that we acheive the scme rote as beiore,we uhOhld rcach -45 Lt,
and a breakthrough(even alloﬂ,lnfT a doy off for the New Yecar's Party,.
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The new Serics was gated during Senbember by Trat, lilke Norton
and Sue Lewis. It turned out to be rather o sporty trip due to the
handicap of around 301bgs of gate, 401lbg of ccman, plus buckets,
shovels etc.!

Sincce the breakthrough, very little work hos been done in the
way of digging and the only progress madce over the position ot the
time of tho fIOC””QluUu amllflﬁ was in possing the tisht terminal rift.
This waos done by the Glouccster Sneleolorical uocl'by'“ "Squecze
Gh&mnion -1t Tturncd out to b; blockod !h poth c¢ireetions og expocted,
A dig in the final chamber Dot Passcge hag been gborted and will
probably be the once Lo be COnuLhUud t¢tun

Hoeving finished nis detoiled geomox
Longwood Swallet, Tinm .tkinson hos bJQL S
and 211 this will be included in the pap

ARCHO0LOCGY P GGl

ﬁxolo dicnl study of August-
tudying the ]*der Dig Berics
cr for ncxt yecr's Proc.

The »enovationand rearra thvemt of exhibits continues slowly,
and an c¢xhibit of the Olveston Bone Flssure is being prepared. The
punched-card catalogue is being praduslly exbended, thoush this can
only procee lole due to a sboruuou of equipment. Precservation of
bone and rotbcrv from the Socicety's excavation has continued o8 usual,
and it is hopced that in Iuturu»mhcn another battery charger is forthe—
coming~ iron objects will also be able to be preserved.

Attcndanec by membcers on Thursday evenings hng been boether
term than previously.

this

Excavations

Three excavations have becn corried oult this term.

Stokeleiph Camp (FGR ST 55973%)

Timited cxblorbtory evcovation hag boeon cﬁrried out on this
site, within the ~rea of the carp on The west side close to The

rampaorts. Little cvidoence of gstructurc has be@n forthcoming but a
certain umOJLt of nottery, ir con work cnd cnimel bonc hove been dis-
covercd, The DOttv“V mostly d.tes to Iron Age A, bulb some picces

date to Iron Lge 3. lhv animal bupe comeg from 2 congidcrable v_ricty

of Dbe JSLE9HQC"' moal, oTse hLQgL eer ~nd ox. LI tvhe Tron obj.cts found
one is of WC“—lCdl T 1r Lreat being in Uthe form of o sm 11 . . bar
.

of wmetal pinchced in .0 'hu cnd. Derek illen, :n cw.hority on pre-sonan
coinage, cungests thot it might be a notive currency bor.

Puz o he rathoer crrotic turn out of 01q5W* 20T o8 much hus

beoen cchedived g w g on d, "owever vhe gite hos nroved wo be worth
fursher aore commlete 1nva”ba ?LlOua it ois oonad uh:“ the eicevaotion

will be reop.n d noxt onring.

Binegnr(IGR 87 6171456,

b in Jineglr,ond

This site is gitucted in the 06
much obr-dod Lomano-i 1t1 h
Vs
ol

nsiste cf a shellow olt contain:
hottery, some flints, ond some beads. Vhe sitec is
Close %o the site -ung ¢ track vhich is conjectur:

wmrdo - 0 L hou
d

\,53

ry much disturbed.
50 be a Jom n rodd.

Picl.n’s Holc (G 8T 3967507

This ¢itc bes ":cn continued, nd FThe .ntronce nessage is in che
cess O¢ quﬂ euomlored. Db?Oulbu 0L hy:f~L cnd bear re only over-

p.oc &,

laoin by badg.r O“ll oné are vVery wulil.IOoUS. Thc floor oi tht ontrance
nhssage hud boon noliched by the feet of the hyucnas,. 'orlk on vhis
gite will continue “hrouchout ths vinter,wenthier pornitting.
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ARCHAROLOGY :cont.,

Survey Work

It is hoped that surveys will be carried out on the following
sites; Coombe Hill, CllLLOP Camp, and Burwalls Camp.

As ulw“ys much help is ncedod in cll branches of archacological
work in the Socicty. Detuils will always be found on the notice boord
in the main room.

W.d.Haldane,

b::SEDI(J A._LJ lJ.l_.v'_J_Dl.L“ ‘IJ

§
The attendnonccs of gome of these hags been o poor Tthat the uscfulnesg
of their continuation in 1967-1968 is scriously in question. To Jjog
your nemory the 1ist for next term is reneoted.

Mondey Jan.17th. The Valley of the Assassins , Mr. P, Willey,M.A.
Monday TFeb.1%th. Dan~yr-Ogof , Mr W .H.Iitvle.

liondcy Mar.6th. AoG ol
Carnac and Round About Dr. w.K.Tratnen.

There is to be a sghort trip probably from Jan. Sth Go the 15%h
inclusive. Accommodation ig expected to be at XKecne's Hotel, ITisdoonvarne,
at approx. 22/- per doy.

The perty 1s cxpcceted to leave on the 8th and &rrivc at Dublin
( via Holyhead) on the 9th. A4 car is +to be hired aund the coste chored.
If there are Lnou sh nersons intceresbed, a sccond divigion mvy brdVbl
via Fishguord -R @ﬁlar cnd teke a car.

The rosont~party consists of F.l.Nicholson +1,F.L.Honna,i.K.Pratman,
C.High, and possibly D.li.M.Thompson. Anyone c¢lse intercsted should
contact L.K.T. at once., '

: : E.X,Tratnon.
U.B,.8.8., Trip to Ireland, 1967

¥

As our Pre SWGOnL who has lced Irish Trips since 1951, will be awcoy
during June to Sept. 1967, Dr. Lloyd hos offered to lead the Society's
annual trip to Ircland. It is hopced to leave Bristol on Urldﬁy,ﬂﬂbh
July, and stey ot( or camp np(r) Ballynalacken Castle, leaving Ireland
Fridoy,28th July and staying ot the South iales Caving Club: ;H,Qe
the 29th and 30th, rcaching Bristol on the night of the 30th.

It would be o great help If onc or two of our members with motbtor
transport were able o come,too, so os to mike it possible for a reas-

onable number of undergradu ”Lbo to come. 0.C.Ilovd

SUTURE aWAY TIPS

e, , .

Foster in Yorkshire

The Sociu‘f nlans to malke its annual trip ot Laster, beginning on
the cvening of hu““d“* 2%rd horch,1967. Clophom will oc our contre,some
staying at the Now inn( B&B-25/~), othurg emming, Pleasce moke your own
arrangements regarding Hotel accommodation, but writs o Dr, Lloyd to
soy that you arc coming. As Euster occurs beforce the close scason for
grouse ncsting we hope to get a trip to Ioncaster-lole wng Doseglill,
Uther suggestions, the horder the betbter, cre welcome.

C.C.Lloyd,

Czechoglovakia 1967

A gsmrll party of U.D.S8.8. members will be vigsiting cither the Tatro
mounteing or Tthe South SBlovekiscn Xorst in Eastern Czcchoslovakia next
August. There are still three viconcics on the cxpedition and members
of suitable uxperiecnce and fitness should apply to P.A.Standing.

e
P L. Stoanding.
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NeTS AND NEWS

It is hopcd to hold a dinner this ycer on Saturday, 4th March.
Unfortunately, arrangcments have not yct been worked oub, so will
anybody likely to be coming please drop lM.G.Norton a postcard and details
will be forwarded when worked out. '

Offprints for all the articles in this yeor's Proccedings will
soon be available at 3/~ each. '

We're hoping to seec a lot of you at the New Year's Party as usual,
so come along and be merry!

There have been many «dditions to they Socicty's infants in the
last few months; lMigel ond Ann Waollace produced a baby girl during the
Summer, Mike and Gwyncth Statham- o boy, Gareth- ond Tan and Dianne
Standing- @ girl, Victoria. Soon to bear fruit is the portncrship of
Dave Savage and his wife Alwen., '

Tim Hill cnd Pzt Corry are now marricd and live in Cordiff.

The great cclcebratory beonfire of Nov., 5th turned out to be rather
a flop, as it failed Ho ignite even with The help of petrol, Essolube
and member's beery breath! That is why thcere is aboutbt o yeor's supply of
firewood stacked in the Hut compound.

The U.B.5.5. porty to Agen Allwedd . suitably impressed the local
clubg with their fitness by doing the Inner and Outer Circles s well
o8 o visit bto Turkey Sump in 5% hours.

Petecr Johnson has mencged To get o publisher for his book ~ ¥
History of Mendip Co¥ing™ - in the West Country firm of David and Charles.
It is cexpected to appear in Tthe Spring.
BOOK REVILEW

Climbing Blind by Colctte Richard - Hodder and Stoughton

This book describced the adventurcs of a blind French girl while
¢climbing and caving, first on the Chamonix Massif, and then with Norbort
Casteret in the Pyrences. The story is told competently, but is perhaps
slightly marred by rathcr irrelcvant moralising into Christianity and
other topics. The book certainly hos the merit of being on o novel
subljcct cnd is worth reading, but will »robably oppeal To-the gencral
reacder rather than Gto the expeoricnced Climber or Caver,

Pod . JONNSGR,.

Hon Becretarics
1.G.Norton
T.C.Atkinson.



