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not a very satisfactory time of the year for such investigation of 
sites in the limestone area; it is also necessary to make these obse rva
tions whe ll the sun 's rays are markedly slanting, 

It now relllains [or a similar set of observations to be carried out 
in the spring and summer t o determine if growing crops will reveal 
a ll Y thing, It is \lnfortunat e tha t so little of th e area in ves tigated 
is under the plough, 

Perhaps the llIost su rprisin g feature of tll ese air views is the 
failure to de tect old ditches, !lOW filled in, eVt'1I wh ere tll\'y arc known 
to exist. But as all the observations of th('S" were made on gr<l~s
la nd it is still }Jossible that crops may reveal thei r pr('Sl'IlCe, 
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Cine Photography 

By E. K TRATMAN, 1tLD ,S. 

The present field-work season has seen a new departure in the 
activities of t he Societ y, Hitherto no cine records of cave 
exploration taken under actual cond itions have been attempted in 
England except for a few short lengths taken in some of the more 
easily accessible show caves, such as th ose at Cheddar, for commercial 
cinema work. 

The equi pment used consisted of four parafnn-va pour fl ood 
lamps of nominal lOOO candle power each, with one smaller lamp 
of nom inal 300 candle power. Two cameras taking r6-mm, film were 
first used, but it was soon foun d that the Cine-Kodak model " B," 
with a maximum lens aperture of F 1'9 and tak ing fifty feet of film, 
gave much the better results , alth ough its maximum lens aperture 
was iess than that of the oth er camera, The film used throughout 
\·vas the Agfa " Novopan ," which gave us the b(';;t results, 

It has been found that for e1iec ti\'l' pictu[( ',:; t o be ohtained the 
liGhts should not be f2-rther than 10 to 20 feel from IL" subj (d bc,irg 
ph otographed, and this quite often necessitated the camera being 
well behllld the lights , If the li ghts are placed farther than 20 feet 
from the scene being taken the film is usually un der-exposed , 

The difficul ties of this work are considerable, It is 11 0 easy task 
l o transport the lamps through narrow and intricate passages, Many 
(Hective scenes could not be " shot " as it was found impossible 
either to place the camera or the lights, or both , correc tl y , b ut in 
spi te of these and othe r difficulties an effec tive series of "shots" 
depicting typical scenes has been obtained in Goatchurch Cavern, 
Read's Cavern, Aveline 's Hole, The Gulf a t Sandford Hill , and 
Swildon 's H ole, In all some 800 feet of r6-mm , film record ing scenes 
in these caves are now in the possession of the Society; t his length 
will be added to from t ime to tim e , 
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