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Notes on a Bone-bearing Deposit
near Almondsbury
By J. R. DAV Y.

Field Work

In a quarry to the west of the main Bristol-Gloucester road,
one mile beyond Almondsbury, may be seen a section of a fissure,
containing the remains of Pleistocene mammalia. H ere the surface
of the carboniferous limestone lies some 250 fe et above sea level.
The fissure is choked with angular and sub-angular fragments
of limestone, silicified limestone. and old red sandstone, the limeston e
predominating. The spaces between these are only partially filled by
a mixture of fine clay and sandy old red sandstone debris . Portions
of this were cemented together to form a firm breccia. There are
traces of stratification which require to be investigated, and the bones
tend to lie horizontally some three feet and more below the surface.
Some of the bones are complete and none are rolled.
The Society is hoping to obtain permission to excava te the rift.

Note on the Animal Remains from Almondsbury
By J. WILFRID JACKSON, D .Sc., F.G.S.,
Senior Assistant Keeper, Manchester

Mu.se~tm.

Bison. The great proportion are broken bones and teeth of
this animal.
Elephas. There is the tip of a young tusk : it may be Mammoth .
Rhinoceros antiq,~titatis (= tichorhinus). Several teeth in a frag
mentary condition.
Hyama spelaJa. Canine and fragment of ulna.

By C. W.

PHILLIPS,

M.A.

A ROM ANO -BRITISH SITE AT WRAXALL.

The object of this note is to place on record a small peasant
Romano-British agricultural site on the northern limit of the parish
of V/raxall (Somerset, 6 inch sheet V, N.E.). It takes the form of
a roughly circular enclosure about 375 feet in diameter on the eastern
side of the stretch of ground called the Horse Race, above Failand
Hill House. Until quite recently most of the area was open grass
land and rabbit warren, but now two-thirds of it are covered with an
impenetrable plantation of young fir trees. Only the east side
remains clear.
The position of the round enclosure is given on the accompanying
map at A (Fig. 17). It is bounded by the grass-covered remains of
what was probably a dry stone wall now averaging I foot to I foot
6 inches in height and 6 feet wide in most of the circuit. It is fairly
well preserved on all but the north-west side, and there is one well
defined entrance on the east side at which poiut the bank turns
outwards on both sides forming a kind of passage.
The work seems to have been open along a fair stretch of its
north side and the bank is nowhere better preserved than at the
north-east side, where it reaches a height of between 2 feet 6 inches
and 3 feet before making a re-entrant turn through a right angle
and coming t o a stop. On the other side of the gap is a small trough
like quarry which looks old and may be the work of the inhabitants,
though if this gap was an entrance into the enclos ure this hole is
inconveniently situated. There is another and rather larger example
to the north-east.
The area cross-hatched on the map yields abundant traces of
human occupation. It is hummocky and so was probably the site
of one or more huts, but it is impossible to make out any plan on
the ground. The earth of the mole hills here is much darker than
that outside the enclosure and contains many fragments of coarse
black and greyish-blue Romano-British pottery. Fragments of
undecorated Samian ware of good quality are not uncommon and
there is a fair amount of iron slag in the ground. Some of the black
'Nare is decorated with a cross-hatch design.

