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Report for the Years 1929—1931

Throughout this period the Society has continued its excavations
on the Mcndips and elsewhere. The results attending its efforts
have been as good as in previous years. Following the policy set by
the Society two or three years ago, not to publish inconclusive 7zterim
reports, the publication of the results of the major work undertaken
must await the next issue. The cave investigations have been sub-
dued during the last year, pending the completion of surface work
already undertaken.

MeENDIP REGION.

Excavations have been made to determine the nature of an
carthwork called Gorsey Bigbury (U.B.S.S. Proc., Vol. III, p. 35).
This is situated to the sonth of Blackdown. The results are not vet
ready for publication.

At Tyming’s FFarm, the North and South Barrows have proved
the main offensive for the Society’s onslanght during the past year.
The work has been carried out undcr the dircction of Dr. H. Taylor,
each barrow being wholly removed, bed-rock exposed throughout
its extent, and rebuilt. In order that investigations might be com-
plete, excavations on the North Barrow have been extended 35 feet
beyond the periphery of the barrow. The barrow proved to be
bipartite. Beneath the original earthen mound were three cvsts
quarried in the rock. One, roofed by a roughly corbelled vault,
contained the primary burial, which was by cremation, three pygmy
cups (types 4 and 5, Abercrombie), and other objects. The paste
and decoration of the imperforate cup are beaker-like, the others are
in the normal ware. During the early stages of the barrow-building
flint implements debris and a few potsherds seem to have been
scattered over the middle third of the site. They include polished
flint, pygmy tools, tranchets, and all the usual surface types, excepting
arrowheads, and a fragment of a narrow overhanging rim, such as
is found upon the earlier Type I cinerary urns and some food-vessels.

The secondary part consisted of a cap of stones, associated with
a cremated burial, which was contained in a finger-printed biconical
urn, and placed in a small pit in the original barrow. A similar
urn containing another cremated interment was buried after the
addition of the stone cap. Sherds of many vessels in a ceramic of
Hallstatt affinities were scattered around each of these.

Some 680 pieces of flint and 650 of pottery, apart from the cinerary
vessels, have been obtained from the tumulus. A report will appear
in the next number of the Society’s Proccedings.
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At Sun Hole excavations arc temporarily held up until it is
possible to get rid of the accumulated spoil of previous working parties.

Excavations at Aveline’s Hole have progressed slowly, and have
been confined almost entirely to the exterior of the cave.

WYE VALLEY.

The work at King Arthur’'s Cave has been completed, and it is
hoped that the report on the animal remains will be completed in
time to publish the final report in the next number of Procecdings.
A survey of the district has beenundertaken with a view to future work.

LIBRARY.

Many books have been added to the library by presentation,
exchange and purchase ; our thanks are due to the Very Reverend
Dom Ethelbert Horne, the Reverend Prebendary T. F. Pahmner,
Professors K. Absolon and V. Gordon Childe, J. W. Jackson and
E. K. Tratman, Doctors C. B. Perry and . B. A. Welch, Messrs.
J. H. Savory, W. H. Ackland, C. F. Moisey, Cyril Fox, C. W. Phillips,
J. N. Friend, De Pradennc Avrayson, The Bristol Naturalists Society,
The East Anglian Society, The Field Museum of Natural History
of Chicago, The United States Geological Survey, The British School
of Archaology of Jerusalem, The Sumerset Archaological Society,
The Torquay Natural History Society, The Wiener Prahistorische
Gesellschaft, Woolhope Naturalists Field Club, Y orkshire Ramblers’ Club.
MUSEUM,

The Society’s Collections have been greatly enriched by many
gifts and loans. Our thanks are especially due to Mr. J. G. van
Alpher, Drs. Haddon and Curwen, Prof. L. 5. Palmer, and Messrs.
W. H. Ackland, J. P. E. Falconer, J. R. Fry, R. Hughes, Montgomerie
Nielson, C. W. Phillips and L. N. Tomlin. The Society would like
to express its great appreciation of the help afforded by the University
of Bristol, and the University of Bristol Union, in the provision of
much nceded museum cases.

Frxancr.

We are deeply indebted to the Colston Research Society for a
grant of fifty pounds, to the University Council for a grant of fifteen
pounds towards the cost of Proceedings, to the Guild of Undergraduates
for a grant of twenty-five pounds towards general expenses, to Professor
Tratman for a donation of fifteen pounds, to Dr. H. Taylor for a dona-
tion of thirty pounds towards the cost of excavation, to Mr. C. F.
Moysey for a donation of 10/6 also towards the excavation fund, and
to Dr. Harrison for a donation of threce guineas.

S. BRYAN ADAMS, Hon. Secretary.
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