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Note on Human Remains discovered at 

Pile Marsh. Bristol 

By F. ELLIS. 

The object of this note is to record the discovery of Romano
British remains , which is believed to have been hitherto unrecorded. 
In the Spring of 1894 workmen, while laying the sewer for a new road 
(Roseberry Rnacl) at Pile Marsh, St. George, Bristol , unearthed at 
intervals along the excavation fifteen or more skeletons ly ing in a row. 
The main bulk of the bones were unceremoniously thro,\'11 together 
and removed to Avonview Cemetery . However, by the intervention 
of the writer the better preserved skulls were kept, and are at present 
on show in the Anthropological Museum of the University of Bristol. 
Unfortunately no coin or other dateable object was reported as 
accompanying the skeletons. A number of highly oxidised lead 
fragments were found by the workmen, who stated that they belonged 
to a leaden shell , which they had cut through. 

The market gardens, in which these discoveries were made, were 
known fur a time as "skeleton park " The area is now, however, 
completely built over, but the site may be indicated by th e sewer 
through Roseberry Road, during the excavations for which the finds 
were made, the interments being opposite houses numbers 11 and IS. 
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The Bronze Age 

By \T. GORDO N CHILDE, 

(Cambridge University Press, 1930. 8/6) 

At the present moment the Bronze Age is, perhaps, the most 
difficult to master of all the Prehistoric epochs. This difficulty will 
be materially lessened for readers of Professor Child's new book. 

In the first two chapters he makes clear the essential difference 
in the life of primitive communities brought about by the introduction 
of meta.l. This lies in the fact that the new material was an import, 
and had to be paid for by exports, and so led to a great development 
in trade, and therefore in intercourse with other communities, and the 
subsequent stimulus to all branch(·s of life which intercourse is bound 
to bring. He then gives a brief sketch of the Bronze Age civilization 
of the Ancient , Eastern ""'rld. The third chapter is devoted to a 
classification and description of tbe chief bronze implements, specially 
of Central and North Wes t Europe, while chapters 4, 5 and 6, are 
occupied with an account of the mos t important features of the Early, 
Middle and Late Bronze Ages in the same district. A short study 
of the present state of knowledge of Bronze Age Ethnology completes 
the book. The mass of information it contains is but another example 
of Professor Childe's wide knowledge, and the arrangement is so good 
that it is easy to find any fact that may be required. A map would 
be a great boon to those readers to whom such sites as Toszeg, Kivik, 
or the Matra Mountains are not hOllseholcl words; and the conscien
tious reader who turns up ('etch reference to the illustrations would 
be sa\'ed much time and annoyance if the pages opposite to the figures 
were given with the referenc(,s . The pottery of the period is dealt 
with far less fully tban the metal artifacts, but that is unavoidable 
in a book of this size. Many of th e; problems wbich arise from a study 
of the period are also not cuJlsidered, but this statement of what is 
actually known gives an excellent starti ng place for further investi
gations. 

It seems a pity that such an excdlent book should be marred 
by the personal point of view whicb is expressrd on p. 25, where 
Professor Childe remarks that "The mighty stone m(lJ1l1ments (of 
the Ancien t Egyptians) have inspired the less stupid of the wealthy 
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European visitors to serious excavations as a diversion, and encouraged 
the rest to subsidize professional diggers." The intensive study of 
antiquity has always been a sign of a static or declining civilization, 
and it is a pity thus to stigmatise those whose interests are with the 
present or future rather tha n the past, as lacking in intelligence. It 
seems almost unnecessary, also, to explain that gold plating in the 
Bronze Age was not achieved by electrolysis (p. 220 note). 

This book forms a most useful sequel to Mr. Burkitt's book on 
Neolithic Times; and all those whose pleasures lie in looking backward 
will be grateful to Professor Childe for writing it. 

Dina Partway Dobson. 
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On Thursday, OctoLer 24th , 1929, Prof. Bryce delivered an 
addrt'';'; on " The Chamoercd Cairns of Scotland and the Arcb a:ological 
Horizon of the Associated Cultures." 

On Thursday , November 14th, 1929 , Prof. Parsons spoke on the 
s~,ulls of the races that have inhabited Britain . 

\11'5. Clifford gave an accoun t of her work at Barnwood, on 

Thursday, November 28 th , 1929. 

On Thursday , 23rd J anuary, 1930 , the Socie ty en tertained 
mcmbers of the Bristol Naturalists' Society , and Dr. H . Taylor gave 
a brief accoun t of the Society's work. 

On Friday, F ebruary 13th , Prof. Pa lmer read a paper on "Some 
Correla tions be tween South African and English Prehistoric Cultures ." 
Prof. Palmer afterwards exhi bited a film taken by himself during his 
recent visit to South Africa. 

On Thursday, F ebruary 27th , 1930, Mr. Kendrick delivered a 

lect ure on " The Vikings. " 

IVlr. Hawkes , on Thursday, March 13th , 1930, read a paper on 
"The Peoples of Britain and the Roman Peace ." 


