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First Report on the Excavations at Sun Hole, 

Cheddar. 

LEVELS ABOVE THE PLEISTOCE::\E 

By E. K. THr\DI."\l': B.D.S. A1'<D G. 1'. D. HL :-;DEHSO:-; . 

The cave, which is situa ted on the north side of Cheddar Gorge, 

abou t 100 yards to the east of the Lion Rock, opens a t the head of a 
steep sc ro. ·(, slope, which is sClntil y con·red with grass and with here 
and th"re a few bush,'" This ~crL"l' slope runs down for a distance 
of about twenty-fin· ~';lrds below the (',1\C mouth and ends a t the top 
of a cliff, which fall s almost vertically to the road level at the bottom 

of the gorge. (See pla iC' lIB). 
The actual caye month is about 120 feet above the road and 

face5 towards the south while at the same time it is scr\.:('ncd on the 
east by the hi gh vertical continuation of the eas tern wall of the cave. 

When the ca ve was first investiga ted by this Society a m ass of 
thorn bushes and ivy C'ffcc ti\'cly concea led the entran ce . On the first 
visit. bowe\'cr, it was obv ious tha t o thers bad bl'cn befo n , us, for a 
pit bad been dug in the matc-rial covering the floor of the ca ve in the 
area "DE" (;:;e\.: Fig. I ), and the spoil from tlie pit had beell tllrown out 
ove r part of the area "BC" in the form ot a mound. Th is material w as 

dubbed [he" Old Spoil H eap." 

Just inside [he C:lve mouth tllC roof was J1\'\.~ fed above the.: floor 

level which rose gentl y at a slope in keeping with tha t of the roof 
to\\'a rds the back of the :single chamber that at p resent comprises t hc 
access ible portion of Lh e ca ve (5<:e Fi g. I ). A litt le- further in th e 
slope of the floor was ste€>p,; r a nd it s levd gradually approx imated 
towa rds the roof wllich it eventually rea ched. In thi~ hack area 
there was ,1 la rge m ass of bri ght red cave earth \-\'hich was eyidc:ntly 

a quite recen t d eposit for it is , in bet , s t ill coming in to the cave. 
Jus t sbort of t he junction of the roof with the aCl:umulaled floo r 
dq)osits a sm all passage asccnde.:d s tee p ly on the ea!'t side, but ended 
,lHer a few lce l in a cOlllpklL: chok\' (,f earth and stalagmite. 

T he rcceTll ca ve ear th indica u's the presence of a swalle t on the 
hill above a l no great disl;Lnce from the back of the cave, and it is 
to st reams wh ich originally ll sed this swalle t th a t the n:ca vat ion 
()f th l' can: in tll C' first place m llst be: attributed. Thi~ cave forming 
"trC'clil1 would ha H ' ,;c rved, then , as a t ribu ta ry to the rive r rc-sponsibk 

fo r the ev(' ntual formation of Cheddar GorF:e . 

• 
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As the m ain river would steadily con tinue to lower its bed level 
by erosion and the tributary streams being unable, by reason of their 
lesser volume, to d"l'pen their beds at a corr('~ponding rate would 
find for themselves channels at lower leve ls in the limestone; thus 
eventually Sun H ole and simi la r caves would cease to ha ve streams 

running through them. 

Further the mouth of Sun H ole has been e xposed to thf' actio n 
of the weathe r ev,' r sin ce the Gorge was formed to the depth of the 
cave mouth, and it is obvious that the pr, · ~,nt line of that mouth 
must be far behind the original aIH'. But as material accu mulated 
on th e floor of the cclve so the walls woulc! be protected from destruc
tion due to the weather, and so it was to be expec ted that the deepe r 
deposits would conceal an outward extension of the ca.ve walls, and 

this has already been proved to be the case on wes t side of the cave. 

The local names for the cave a re Sun Hole and Sheep's Hole. 
The form er has been adopted by the Society a~ being the more suit
able for the cave , facing due south as it docs, is protected from all 
north and eas t winds, and also , but to a kc;s"r ex tent from those from 
the. w, ·,.,t; it is in fact the warnll':-;t (';I \'l : si te in ClJeddar for on a clear 
day it receives sunlight from early in the morning till late in the 

evenmg. 

Sun Hole then appeared to be a desirable place to excava te for 
prehisto ric remain s and the Society is indeb ted to the truste<:s of thr 
late Lord Lon g for permission to carry out wo rk at the cave. 

EXCAVATIO~S BY TH IS SOCIETY. 

The cave was first sun'eyed out into three foot squa re~, the 
survey marks being painted on the walls of the caw so as to indica te 
the actual floor levI'! as welL E xcavations w"re commenced on April 
3rd, 1926, and we re carried out in six inch ]aYI·rs a rC ;l by arca . thr 
excavated mal('fial being taken outsicle the cav, · and carefully sorted. 
The finds from (.1(;11 arca and level were labe lled and k'jJt separate 
until thn were catalogued, when all particulars rqtarding each 
specimen wcre recorded under the specimen numher. The remain, 
from thc "Old Spoil H eap" \.vere kept as a ~' ~ para[( ' group. 

.-\s the wo rk progrt ss(;d difficulty was experienced in tlie "afe 
disposal of the dug m a teriaL Therefore during the winter mon th ;:; a 
large pit was dug to the \\' t'S [ of the cave mouth. and the mate ri a ! 
frvm this was se nt down to thl: road level by means of a , hul e d 

iron shl: l: b ("cr' plate IIB). 
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First Report on the Excavations at Sun Hole, 

Cheddar. 

LEVELS ABOVE THE PLEISTOCEN E 

By E. K. THAnlA N B .D .S. A;'\ D G . 'I D . HJ': NDEHSOl'. 

T he can:, which is sit uated on the north side of Cheddar Gorge, 

abou t 100 yards to the cast of the Lion Rock, opens at th e ]wad of a 
stee p scree slope, which i ~ ~cantily covered with grass and with here 
a nd then · a few bu:; lt, :~ . This scree slope runs down for a distance 

of about t\\" L' nty-five yards below the cavc mouth and ends a t the top 
of a cliff , which fall s almvs l vert ical ly to the road levcl at the bottom 

of t he gorge (Sec pla te lIB). 

The ac tual cave mouth is a bout 120 fe e l above the road and 
facr s towa rds the south while at the sa me time it is sc reened on thc 
east by the high vertica l continuation of the east(' rn wa ll of the cave 

\Vhen the cave was first inves tiga ted by this Socie t y a mass of 
thorn bush<.:s and ivy (,ffecti vcly concealed t hc entrance. On the first 
visi t , huwe vvr, i l was ObVl0 11 5 tha t o thers had b<.:e n bdore us , for a 
pit had been dug in t he ma teria l co verin g the floor of th e cave in the 
area " DE" (see Fig . I), and the .~po il from the p it had been thrown out 
over pa rt of thc a rea ,. B C" in tIlt' fo rm of a mound . T hi s m a te ri a l was 

dubbed the" Old Spoil H eap ." 

JUSl insiJe 1h... cave mouth the rOI)£ was fi\ 'c fee t a bove tbc floor 

level wh ich rose gl:n tly a t a slope in keeping wi lh tl l;1 t of the roof 
towa rds the back of the single ch a mber that at p resent comprises the 
a cccss ible po rtion of the cave ( :>1;<'; Fi g . I). A Ii Ule further in the 
~lo p(' of th(' floor was s t.cc per a nd its level grad ually ;Ippru.x imated 
towa rds th " roof which i t e\ 'entuall y reached. In lb i::; bar k a rea 
t here W a!> a huge ma ,;s u f bright rcu cav(' ea rth wh ich was ('vid r n tly 
it q uite rcc<.:nt d eposil for it is, in [dct , still comi ng into the cave . 
Just short of t il(' jUll cl ion of tli (' roof with t11 (' a CCll mnlated floor 
deposits a small passage a~cl'nded 5tce ply on the cas t :;: ide , but ended 
aitcr a few fec t in a compk w choke of earth and s talagmite . 

The rccent cave t'a rth inJ ica t es the prc- ,,(; IJ cc 1)£ a swaJl d on the 
hi ll above a t no g reat dis t ,U1 c<.; f rum th l;: back of th (; r a \·c . and it is 
to s trea m5 whi ch originally uscd tl li s 5\\'allet th ;.! t thc cxca \ ';ttion 
of the caYe in the fi rst p ldc(; must b(; a ttribu tt·d . Thi ~ cave form ing 

~t ream would ha ve se rvcd , then, as a tributa ry to thc river respon~iblc 
fo r the rvc lltual formati on of Cheddar Gorge. 
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As the main river would stead il y con tinue to lower its bed leve l 
by erosion and the tributary streams being un a ble, by reason of their 
lesser volume , to deepen their beds 'at a corr('~pondin g rate would 
find for themse lves channels at lower levels in the limt'stone; thus 
eventually Sun H ole and similar caves would cease to ha ve streams 

running through them. 

Further the mouth of Sun Hole has been e xposed to th e act ion 
of the wea ther ev,' r sin ce the Gorge was form ed to the depth of the 
cave mouth , a nd it is o bv ious that the present line of that mouth 
must be fa r behind the original one . But as ma te rial accumulal"J 
on the floor of the caw so the walls would be protec ted from destruc
tion due to the weather. and so it was to be expected th;ll the d" ('per 
deposits would concl:~1 an outward ex ten sion of the ca\< ' walls, and 
this has a lready bl 'l; ll provcd to be the case on west side of th e cave. 

The local nanl"s for thc cave a re Sun H ole and Sheep's H ole . 
The former has been ado pted by the Society as being the more sui t
able for the cave, facing due sou th as it does , is protected from a ll 
north and eas t winds , and also, but to a lesse r extent from those from 
the. west ; it is in fact th e warmes t cave site in Cheddar for on a clear 
day it rece ives su nligh t from early in the mornin g till late in the 

evenlll g. 

Sun Hole then appeared to be a desira ble place to excavate for 
prehistoric remain s and the Socidy is inde bted to the trustc,;s of thc 
late Lord Long for permission to carry out work at the cave. 

EXCAVATIO)iS BY THIS SOC IETY. 

Th e cave was first surVf~yed out into three foot squ are8, the 
survey marks being painted 0 11 th( ~ w;Jll s of t he cave so as to indicate 
the actual floor levd as well. E:'\c(lvation s wen' commenced on April 
3rd, 1926, and were carried out in six inch layers area by arl;;l . the 
excavat(,(j m; lll ·rial being taken outs ide the caY! and carefully sorted . 

The find s from '.' deh a rea and level were laLdled and k'yt ~qxlf1. t e 

until the\. were catalogued, when a ll particulars regarding each 
specimen wen' rprorded under til e spf'ci m en numb"r . The rem ain ': 
from the" Okl ~:;'poil Heap" we re kt'pt 3 S a separaH ' group. 

,.l, s the work prog r, ssed difilculty was ex pe rienced in t he ~a fe 
disposal of the dug material. Therefore during the winter mon ths a 
large pit was dug to the wes t of the cav(,'. mouth , a nd the m a teri a! 

from thi s was sen t down to the road I<' \ 'e l by means of a "·I-Iu te l f 
iron ~lv ·(·ts (see plate lIB) . 

http:qxlf1.te
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STEATlFl( ' ,\TION, 
A~' the (,xcavations progre6, ,:d the following stratification was 

re\',alcJ ,lo; far as a depth of five fed is concerned for so far the excava
tions ha ve not reacllt'u a greater depth. 

1. Humus with many stones. Depth 0 to 12-ins. This was 
a very loo~c deposit and was practically indistinguishable ill colour 
from layer 2. It \vas found on the platform outside the actual cave 
mouth and just inside it only. It was missing further in the cave. 

2. Dark ea rth and s tones, This again was a loose deposit 
and was found inside the "a\'I' and on thc platform where it lay at 
an ave rage depth of 12 to 24-ins. Its depth was s ligh tly less towards 
till' ~idcs and also towards the back of th(' cave where at a di s tance of 
about 12 fen from the entrancE' it practically ceased to ex is t. 

3. A hearth containing mllch well burnt wood ash which gave 
it a distinctly grey tinge. This was a much more compact layer 
than either I or 2. On th e platform it was 9 to 12 inches thick (depth 
24 to 36 incllt'''')' bein g k,,~ at the sides where it sloped up a little 
on the underlying LI\'8r. Insidr' Lhl' cave it sloped up towards the. 
back coming to the surface in the an':l " E " and ending there. 

4. Late Pki"tocene rubble. This is ,vellow in colour and 
can by this means be easily distinguished from the la,vers above. 
On the platform this material was largely cemen ted together wi th 
stalagmi tic ma terial especially at the sides where it reached a somewhat 
higher leve l than in the centre. In plac,~ the s talagmite imparted a 
di s tinctly whitish colouration to the material. Inside the cave the 
amoun t of cemen tation increascd considerably and formed a breccia 
floor over considerable ar,'as, Beneath this floor which reached a 
depth of six incil's in places and which came to the surface in the 
area "E" wa" the yellow ruhble of thc platform. Patches of brecciated 
material occurred in this as far as a depth of 3 feet (-2 to -5 fed 
actual depth), beyond which it has as yet not bl,'n excavated and 
therefore its depth is unknown. 

From 1 and 2 above it will be seroD that a rapid fall of I foot occurs 
just inside the cave mouth so that inside the can' the hearth, which 
is the most important layer ~o far exposed, appears at a depth of 

12 inches only . 
FINDS. 

In descri bing these it is pro po,,,d to deal only wi th those from 
the levels above the pleistocene as the deposi ts of this earlier age are 
as ye t practically un touched and have so far yielded but scan ty 

remains. 
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H Ci\IA~ H,EMAINS. 

These possi bly represen t burials and therefore Ll~e level or levels 
to which the y beIO!:~ caJlnot be s taled with any certainty; the ma
jorih were found J:,ar the l'::,;l wall in the area" Be." It is probable 
that they IxJong to the upptr levels although ,ome of the boncs came 
actually from the hearth. The bopes arc :.0 iew that they are of vcry 
little importan ce, aEc! so an not worth a de tailed dcsrription. 

The indi viduals repn,;ented are:

(1) 	 Ad ul t, aged circa 50-60 years. l{epresen ted by a nllm ber 
of Vtfy worn tEl th. 

(2) 	 Adult, aged cina 30 yea rs . l<epn~, n ted by a portion of the 
s kull and a few tee th, 

(3) 	 Child, aged circa 10 years. Reprt·sented by several fra gmentary 
limb bones and some iet' th . 

(4) 	 Child , aged cina 5 y(::ars. R eprescn t.:d by a portion of superior 
maxilla with teeth. 

A:-.JDIAL 	 EDf Al:oiS . 

The fauna from all th ree leve ls a bo\'e the pleis tocene is the O'a mc 
and includc'" sheep, ox, pig, horse , red deer, roe deer? and goa t ' 
The bon(o< are fr:l;;m en tary, having been largely broken up by human 
agency. The gr':l1' majority came from the hearth ma ny of Ul l'm 
from this levI'! 'h,ing partly ca lcined. The commones t animal is 
Hl<' ~hecp wi th ox and pig about equal second. The remains of lhe 
other animals are scanty. 

AETEFACTS. 

It must be noted before d,_' ~cribing tllb( thclt the nature of the 
deposit is such th a t finds from one level .. :In easily descl 'nd to a lower 
one through spaces be twcen stones. Further disturbance by previous 
excavators an d by burrowing animals together ""ith th(' thinn( " <'; of 
the layers allows of the dis tinction of only two levels al.,uv<- the Pleis
tocene; namely the upper soil and humu~ :l.I1cl the h,arth. Howev,·r 
if percen tagl:'s of finds from levels be takl:'n 'I' e lind thal til' l~oman 

and La Tene pottery occurred ~t ' n,'ralh- at a higher Incl than the few 
sherds of potlt' ry which can fairly safdy h assi~<Illd to 1'1" Hallstatt 
period. 

A.·- LnTJs ,\I:O\-E THE HL\HTH. 

1. POTTEl'\'. 

I. I{Oi\JAN. Only a small number vf sherds have been recovered 
representing not marc than cight vessels. These have the typical 

J 
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STRATlFIC.\ TION . 
!\,' the ~ xcavations progr(' ,;, , ~ d th e following stratification was 

reveaku ,b far as a depth of fi ve fq.: t is concerned for so far the excava

tions have not reach, 'd it greater dep th. 

1. Humus with many stones. D epth 0 to 12-ins. Thi s was 
a ve ry loose depo~ it and W eb practically indistinguishable in colour 
from layer 2 . It was found on the platform o utside the ac tual cave 
mouth and jus t in side it only. It was missing further in t he cave. 

2. Dark earth and s tones. This aga in was a loose deposit 
and \\ ' <.1 <; found in side the Ca\'L' a nd on the platform where it lay at 
an ave rage depth of 12 to 24-ins. Its depth was ~ ligh tly less towa rd s 
tlw ~ ides and also towards the back of th" cave where rtt a distance o f 
about 12 iL.:C't from the entrance it prac ti ca lly ceased to ex is t, 

3. A hea rth containing much well burnt wood ash which gave 
it a d isti nc tly g rey tinge', This was a much mo re compact layer 
than eithe r I or 2 . On t he platform it was 9 to 12 inches thic k (dep th 

24 to 36 incll es), being less at th e s ides where it sloped up a little 
on t he underlyi n g laye r , In "ide Lh c cave it slo r t:u up towards the , 
bac k com ing to the surface in the a rC;1 " E ., and ending the re. 

4. Late P le is tocene;' rubble. This is yellow in colour a nd 
can by thi s means be easily distingui shed from the lay, 'rs above. 
On the pla tform this material was largely cemented togethe r with 
s talagmitic m a terial especially at the sid,'s where it reached a so mewha t 
hi gher leve l than in the centre In plac, 's th e stalagmite impar ted a 
di;;tinctl y whit ish colouration to the m a terial. Ins ide the cave the 
amount of cemen tation increased co nsiderabl y and formed a breccia 
floo r ove r co nsid erable arcas. Benea th this floor which reached a 
d epth of s ix inches in places and which came to the surface in the 
area " E" wa~ the yellow rtJ hble of the platform . Patches of breccia ted 
mate ri a l occ urred in this as far as a depth of 3 feet ( 2 to -5 fed 
actual depth), beyond which it has as ye t not b( ','n excavated and 

therefore its depth is unknovm . 

From 1 and 2 above it will be seen that a rapid fall of 1 foot occurs 
just in side the cave mouth so tha t in side the ca\'(' the hearth , whi ch 

is the mos t important laye r ~o far exposed , appears at a depth of 

12 in ches only. 
FINDS. 

In describi ng the:;" it is propo:,eu to deal on ly with those from 
th,.' kve ls above the pkistocenc as the deposits of thi s ea rlie r age a re 
as yet practically un touched a nd have so far yie lded but scan ty 

re m ain s. 
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H U,IAN l{UvIAINS. 

TlH"'l' pos", ibl y reprl,,<'Lt burial s and therefo re ll~ e level or le ve ls 
tv \\hich they beloL :~ cannot be s ta led with an y ce rta inty: the ma
jo rit y we re found I!ear the t '::~ l wall in the a rea "BC." It is probable 
th;'\ t they L, ' long to th e u pptr le vel~ al though some of the bones came 
ac tually from th e hea rth . The bont·~ ~i rc !,o few tha t they are of vtry 

little importance, ;! I'd so a rc not wonh a detailed df":rripti on . 

The in d iv idua ls repn 's<'n ted a rc :

( I ) 	 Ad ult , aged cina 50 60 years. E epresen ted by a number 
of very worn tE c' Lh, 

(2) 	 Adult, aged c'£1'Ca 30 yeClrs. Hepr!'", nted by a portion of the 
skull and a few tee th. 

(3) 	 Child, ag' d cirra 10 ye:n s. N.eprt''':ented by severa l fragmentary 
limb bones a nd ~om e Le' tho 

(4) Child , ag,d circa 5 years, Rq)rl',,~nted by a portion of superior 

maxill a wi til kdh . 

A )J )}! AL RDJ.\ JNS. 

The fauna from a ll thre(; le vels abo\'c the pleistocene is the ~an J<: 

and includes sheep, ox, pig , horse , red dee r , roe dee r ? and goat ? 
The bon(;s a re fragm enta ry, having been largely broken up by human 
agency. The great. majorit y ca rn e from th e hea rth lll a ny of llwln 
from this leve l be ing pardy ca \Cin(;d. The commol1t.:s i a nim a l is 
t h, ' ~Iwep with ox ;' Ild pig a bout ,qua l secon d. I ll!' rema in s of the 

OUI C"r anima.b <lrt' !>'·~ J1t y. 

A1:{TEFACTS. 

It must be noted before d L'scribing thbe thai th e nature of the 
ucp'Js i t is such th a t fi nds from one le \'e! ca n easily d escend to ...t I, ,wer 

one t hrough sP<J c, 's be tween stOllb . T'nrther disturbance by prev ious 
excava tors a nd by burrovving animal" lugdlwr wi th th e thiJln e ~ s of 
the Jay(; r ~ allows of the dis tinction of only two levels a bo v\' tb, ' Pkis
tocene; namely the upper soil and humu ~ a nd the h, 'arth. However 
jf l' l.:rcentages of finds from leve ls be taken \.... e find th at the H.oman 
a nd La T ene potte ry occurred gem:r:tJly a t a hi ghe r le \'el th an the few 
she rd s of pottery which can fairly safely be assigned to the H al ls tatt 
period. 

A. - LJ::\' E LS .\BO\'E T HE H EAHTH . 

1. P OTTEHY. 

I . Eo;\IA:-.I. Only a small number of shcrds have been recoVt' red 
reprv,cnting not more than eight vbsels. The~e ha ve the typical 
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eve rted lips of late date and a ll but on e a re of the black to grey w'are 
of the Upch urch type; one o ther ware is represented by a single 
sherd shewin g a part of the basl' of a buff vesseL 

2. LA TENE. At least six vessels are represented by th e few 
sherds recove red, but only two are worth describing separately, 
The type of vtssd and ware is that found at the Glas tonbury and 
Meare lake v illages and at Read 's Cave rn and Wookey Hole, to quote 

bu t a few si tes. 

The lip form s present the usual charac teri s ti cs as will be s,·t'n by 

a reference to figure 2 numhers 1- 3. 

(I) Sl ,veral fragments of a lar.~,: cooking pot with a slightly 
ma rked roll lip whi ch b(';Hs on its inte rnal su rface a well-marked 
girth groove. The vessel is hand made a nd of medium quality pas te, 
which con tains man y white gran ules. The exterior is reddish brown 
in co lour while the interior is much darker bein g a i.most blac k in places. 

2 3 
1 

Scale - T 

FIG . 2 . 

(2) Two sh erds of a vessel wi th an everted li p form and bearing 
above the shoulder a decoration con si,, ! ing of girth groO V( " ~"parated 
by a narrow band of cross ha tching. A sim ilar fo rm of decoration 
occurs on a vessel from the Glastonbu ry La ke Vi llage I The ve;:;"d is 
hand-made, and of medium but hard paste, while the co lour varies 
from dark brown to black. (Plate IVA, Fi g. I ). 

3. 	 B ALLSTATT. 

Only a very ft:w sherds reprhC'nting but two ve:;sels may be 
assigned with any degrel' of accuracy to thi s period . They are, 

however, worth desCi-ibing in detail. 

Glastonbnry Lail C V ilJ~ go,; , Vol. IT, Pi ~l l c LXXXIII , I'o tLcry ::42. 
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(I) Two ",rwrds shew the typical finger tip om amen t so com mon 
on pot t<ry of this date arranged in the form of a ring immediately 
below the li p. One sherd a Iso shews a pla in boss standi ng ou t from 
the su rface of the VL'~~d just beloll' the li ne of orn ame nt. The paste 
is fin e and hard while the colour is a light brown. (Plate VIa , Fig. 2. ) 

(2) /\ few shenb of a large n ssel bearin g a deco rat ion consis tin g 
of a lte rnate panels of furrows arra nged at righ t an gles to one ano th er 
and a t an angle of 45 degrees to the horizon tal boundin g furrow. 
Below thi s fu rrow comes a very s li ghtly ra ised rib wh ich bea rs a faint 
fin ge r tip ornament. The \"('sst'l is of medium qua lity sof t paste 
whi ch varies in colour from black to red; the whole of the outer 
surface has ];,·(·n tooled, givin g it an ;dlmas t I'lazed appearance. A 
ve ry similar \ ' ('- ~el comes from All Cannin g's C rL) ~S ." (Plate lVii , 

Fi g. 3) 

II . STO ):I '. (Fig. 3). 

( I) Thi ::; is an end scra per from ti lt: " Old Spoil Heap" material. 
Tht' fl.aking (J I' tIl<' 1m pil>mcn t, \\hich is made of black flin t is very 

CO;tfse. 

)/6.8

FIG, 3. 

l ~ ) Th c implcmen t is made ,,1 gn v flin t, and a portio lJ of the 
corkx of the nodule remain s on the upper surface; it is b<:~t d eJ:;
cri bed a~ ,I sl'rrated knife Lllher than ; I~ a "iIW. T he serrations arc 
very fine and !J;-ive been mad e b:' pressure directed from the lower 
surface. The l<'t'lh are far too JilH' and regu lar for the serrat ioli:; to 

be due to hard \\', ·ar. 

(3) 1-1- ) These are flake kn ives uf fli nt, l: uth of which be; lr som e 
secondary chipping alon g their edges. One is sli gh tly fire crackled. 

..\11 Can n ing's Cross , \; 'Iah: X Lli l, Fig. J 
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eve rted lips of la te dak and all b ut one are of the black to grey wa re 
of the Upchurch type; one other ware is represented by a single 

she rd shewin g a part of the base of a buff vessel. 

2. LA ThE. At least six vessels are re pre:'.cnted by the few 
sherds recovered, but only twO are worth describing separately . 
The type of vesse l and wa re is that found at the Glas ton bury and 
iVIeare lake villages and at R ead 's Cave rn and "Vookey H ole, to quo te 

bu t a 	few s i teS. 

The lip forms prcsen t th e usual characteris ti cs as will be seen by 

a reference to figure 2 numbers 1 1. 

(I) Severa l fr agments of a la rg': cooking pot with a slightly 
marked roll lip which bears on its int(,fllal surface a we ll-marked 
girth g roove. The vesse l is hand made and of medium qua lity pas te, 
which contains many wl,ite granu les. The exterior is reddish brown 
in co lour whi le th e interior is much darker bein g almost black in places . 

2 3 
1 

Scale- T 

FIG . 2. 

(2) Two sherds of a \c~~cJ with an e\'l'fted lip form and bearing 
abo ve the shoulder a uecoration con s i ~ 1 ing of girth grooVi''; se para ted 
by a narrow band of cross hatching. A similar fo rm of decoration 
occurs on a vessel from the (;lastonbury Lake Vill<1g i ;] The v,·~~d is 
hand-made, and of medium but hard paste, while the co lour varies 

from dark brown to b lack. (Plate IVA, Fig. I) . 

3. 	 HALLSTATT. 

Only a ve ry i, :w she rd s representing but two v\;sse ls may be 
assigned with any d<'gree of accuracy to this period. They are, 

however , worth descri bing in detail. 

Glastonbl1ry Lake VillJ ge. Vol. IT , Plat .:: L XXXI II, J 'olle ry :42 . 
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( I ) Two :-;herd :: she'v.... the typica l fin ge r tip ornament so common 
o n pottt-ry of this date an'an~cd in the form of a rin g immed iately 
below the lip . Olle sherd also shews a p lain boss s ta ndin g out from 
the surface of th e vc~se l just belO\\' the line of orn a lil en t. The paste 
is fin e and ha rd while th e co lour is a light brown. (Plate VIa , Fig. 2.) 

(2) A few sherds of a large \·(·"sC'l bearin g a deco ra tion consis ting 
of a lternate p, . nt:l~ of furrows arranged at right angles to ont: another 
and at an angle of 45 degrel'" to the horizontal boundin g furrow. 
Below th is furrow com C:'~ a very sli ghtly raised rib which bea rs a faint 
finger tip ornament. The vessel is of medium quality soft pas te 
which varies in colour from black to red ; the who le of the ou ter 
surface has been too led. gi vin~ it an almost gla zed a ppea rance. f\ 
ve ry sim ilar \'(:·sse l comes from All Can nin g 's lro~s .:J (Pla te IVA. 

Fi g. 3) 

II. 	 5TO'lE. (Fig. 3) . 

( I ) Tllis is an end scrape· r from the" Old Spoil Heap" malC'fiaJ. 
The fla king of the Impl C:' ment , which is made of bJ ack Hint is very 

coarse. 

'_5 . 
FIG. 3 . 

(2) The implement is mau, of gn v flint , and a portion of the 
cortex of the nodule remain s on the upper surfan ; ; it is best deS 
cribed as a se rrated knife ratrll'f tJ, ' IT, ; : ~ ;l saw. Till' serrations arc 
ve ry fine ;'Hd have u""n made by pj'( ' ,,~ ure directed from t he lower 
s urface. The lcdh a re far too Jin t· and r"gu la r for the se rra tiolh to 

be due tu hard wear. 

(3) (4) These are Hake kn ives of flint , l:oth of which bea r some 
secondary chipping along their edges . One is sli ghtly fire crackled. 

All Ca.fl n ill g' ,; Cross, Pla t<: XLlll. Fig. J 
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(5) This is another fl a ke knife of flint bearing a nibbled retouch 
a long one edge. It is made of black flint which now bears a blue 
to white patina. It was found in the" Old Spoil Heap ,. material. 

(6) The implement is made of a dark coloured flint with a mottled 
patina. It is a small knife with its back carefu lly chipped for a part 
of its length rather in th e manner of a point-it-cran. It was found 
in disturbed material and from its general appearance probably 
belongs to the Pleistocene leve ls. 

In addition to these implements a roughly cubical hammer 
stone of quartzite measuring 6 by 5 by 4 ems., and a portion of a 
Kimmeridge shale bracele t were found. The brace let (Plate IVA , 
F ig. 8), has a depression running ve rticall y through one end of the 
part recove red as if it had con tained a p in , possibly to se rve as part 
of a hin ge. 

3. 	 METAL. 

The on ly me tal ar tefac t ;; from thc lcvels above the Hcarth, or 
indeed from a ll the kyeb above the Pleis tocene are four Roman coins. 
Three ;He complet(' and han· been reported on by Mr. Mattingly of 
the departm ent of Coins and Medals of the British Museum. The 
fourth coin has had a portion punch ed out ic:lving a crescentic part 
behind. This mutilation has b('en purpose ly carri<.;d out, and is there
fore in keeping with the (·vidence from other sites , the object of the 
mutilation being to di v ide thc coin into two of a lower denomination 
tha n the original coin. 

(I) 	 A normal coin of Constans of the mint of Aquileia. Circa 
A.D. 345. The rt'\"' rse shews a soldier draggin g a barba rian from 
a hut with the legend Fel. Temp. R eparatio Aqs. (Aqu ileia). 

(2) An ancient imitation of a coin of Te t ricus 1. Circa A.D. 
273, with the word Hila ritase) on the reve rse. 

(3) An ancient imitation of a coin of Tetricus 1. Circa A.D. 
273. This coin bea rs an interesting reverse. Sol I , with th e legend 
(come)s .d ug. 

B. 	 THE HEARTH . 

I. 	 POTTERY. (Plate IVA.) 

The quantity of this mate rial recovered from the H earth is quite 
small only abou t 100 sherds being found , and most of these are 
of no great size; a t leas t seven vP:;s" ls are represen ted, but the real 
total is probably greate r , and so it has been impossible to reconstruct 
a single vesse l. .\ number of the sherds do however belong to vesse ls 
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of definite type;; ~nd these are described in detail below as they are 
of the greatest importance in fixing the date of the occupation indi
ca ted by the hearth. 

(I) A few small slwrds of typical beaker pottery have !Jl'L'n 
recovered. TJle paste is fine and hard, and the sherds bear the very 
common interrupted line decoration, which is made by means of Q 

toothed whi'd. Two of the :;h,'rds shew plain an';I.S, "nd it would 
sl"'m that at least two b""kers are reprcsellted. The colour varies 
from a dark brown to black. (Figs. 5 and 6.) 

(2) Sherds of another beaker of small size shew a dpcoration of 
irregularly arranged incisl'd furrows very similar to th;,tt on a portion 
of a beaker from the \Vest Kennet long barrow.o The n;ssel is made 
of a fine, hard and black p;lste. (Fig. 7) 

(3) A number of slwrds of a large thick vessel , with a red exterior 
and of a soft cva rse paste have hi 'cn found. Most of the sherds ~r.; 
actually from the hearth, but a few of them came from LIl<' b~~,· of 
layer (2). One sherd shews a sharply angled ba~,· while another 
bears a band of cord chevron pattern bounded by a raised rib on which 
finger tip ornament lias been impres,,<.;d (F ig. 4) 

(4) Of this "essel parts of the base only have bee'l l found, and 
th(", ,~ obviously belon g to a vh"d of la rge size. T Il L paste i~ dark 
with many finc white granuk ~, and is fairly bard. 
laYI'rs 3 and 4 (helms Comhe):1 

(5) JLhL ou tside the entrance and rest in g Oil, 

hearth, \\'a~ a portion of the base of a n eoli th ic 
bowl. The pa,L" is soft and coarse, and is bro wn 

(c.f. shercls from 

bu t not in the 
rou nd -bo ttomed 
on th l' surber, 

but black in the main mass. It would almost Sl ~'m tkl t a .'ili p of Jil;"r 
and lighter paste was put on both sudan ·s of the wSod just bdorc 
firing. A ba rbed and tangecl ;IITOW head, and a fine knife of flint \;Vi'·'· 

foun d close to the sherd and on the same level. (F ig 4, ~o". 2 & 19). 

(6) A single sherd shewing the lip form of another bO\,,'1 w"" 
also found. In this case the paste is fmc and hard ;.ll1d m:a rly black 
in colour, \-vhilt' the thickness is surpri,ingly small. The lip ha , been 
formed by running a ~patula Iightl\· round the edge, thus slightly 
flattening it and forcing the surplus cbv towards the exterior where 
it form:; a quite irngular beading at the lip . 

(7) Several sherds of a fairly thin red to black vessel were found 
scattered all through the hea rth. The paste is l' xtraordin ~, rily coarst', 

'vV"st l\enn <; t Lnng Harrow, l'Iate VII I, 1\ 0 . 75. 
Exc''''atiOIlS d.l Chdm's COlllbe, ClwoJar, :O om . __1vch. aJUi ,\ {(t. II nl. \ OC 

1925-1926. 
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of defini te nv('~ ;md these are dl,c,cribed in detail below a~ they are 


of the greatest importance in fixing the date of the occupation indi

cated by tbe hearth. 


(I) A few small shncis of typical beaker pottery have been 

reco\\Ted, The pas te is tine and hard, and the sherds bear the ven' 


common interrupted line decoration, which is made by means of a 


toothed whe!'l. Two of the sh,'rds shew plain areas, and it would 


s<'('m that at least two bea kers are reprL'sented, The co lour varies 

from a dark brown to black. (Figs. 5 and 6.) 


(2) Sherds of another beaker of small size shew a decoration of 
irregularly arranged incised furrows verv similar to th3 t on a portion 

of a beaker from the vVes t Kennet long barrow." The n,ssel is made 
of a fine, hard and black pa ste . (Fig. 7) 

(3) A number of she rds of a large thick vessel, with a ree! exterior 
ane! of a soft (:<);lrSe p a s te ha n ' been foune!. Most of the shcrds are 

actually from the hC;J.f th, bu t a few of them came from th l' base of 

layer (2), One shere! shews a sharply angled ba se while anotber 
bears a bane! of cord chevron pattern boundee! by a raised rib on which 
finger tip ornament liclS been impres:,cd (Fig. 4) 

(4) Of this vessel parts of the base only have bt; t~n fonnd, ane! 

th pse obviously belong to a v<.:",, (:'1 of large sizl'. T he p asic is dark 

with many fine white granule", and is fairly hard. (eI she rds from 
laye rs 3 ane! 4 (helms Comhe). ' 

(5) Just outside the entran c(:' and resting Oil, bu t nut in the 
hearth, \\<1" a portion of the base of a n\'c,jitliic rou ne! -bo ttomed 

bowl. The pa"lt' is soft and coarse, alld is b[(,wlJ O il tb l' s llrfan ', 
but black in the main mass. It woule! a lmost S l ' \.'lll that a ..;lip of Ji lit' r 

and lighter paste was put on both surfa cC"s of the Ve'isd just before 

firing. A barbl"! and (;1llgcd arrow heae!, ane! a nne knife of flint v\' e r c' 

foun d close to the sherd ane! on the same level. (F ig. 4, l\vc. 2 & 19) 

(6) A single sherd shewing the lip form of another bo\vl \Va ,; 

also foune!. In tllis case the paste is fine and hard and nedrly black 

in colour, while the thickness is surpri~ingly ;;mall. The lip h:]C been 

formee! by running a spatula lightlv ruune! the edge, thus "lightly 
Rattening it ane! forcing the surplus clay toware!s the exterior where 
it form,; <! quite irr(:'gular beading at the lip. 

(7) Several sherds of a fai rly thin red to black vessel were found 
scattered all through the hea rth. The paste is l'xtraordi n <t rily coarst" , 

\Vt:st ](ennet Long Harrow, .I'late VIlr, 0: 0 , 7". 

Ex ca \a t ions at (,he-Iip 's Com b e', (Iweldar, .)01>1 . A n Ii , a llii :Val. II i,,(, S tlC 
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especially for such a thin vessel m any la rge calcite fragments being 
included in it. The lip , as in (7) above has been form ed b~' ~patulation 
of the edge, which has th us been rendered quite fl at, a nd has had a 
\ 'C' ry faint fin ger tip ornament imprC' ,;sed upon it. (Fig, 2 , No , 4). 

2. ST(J:"F, (Fig. 4) 

The majority of the flint implements from the hearth came 
from the platform area just outside the cave. In this group are 
included three' implemen ts from the very base of layer 2, for these 
implements a re so obviously of the qme facit,,: th a t there can be no 

doubt that they really belon g to the hearth . 

All t ilt' implements described below a re of flint unless it is other· 
wise stated, Ih, ' patination varies tremendou sly from being scarcely 
exi stent to a \'en' dense wh ite, In the m ajorit y of cases it has tahn 
}Jlace to such a dt 'gree th at th e flint is no 10n gIC r black, bu t has assumed 
a mottled bluish whitt co lour , Further grt a t ecunomy has been 
e xercised in the use of flint for in quite a la rge num bn of cases the 
implemen ts ba ve not been freed of the co rtex of t he nod ule co m
ple tely as to do so \I'ou kl render thl' ponion uf flin t t oo small for 
practi cal purposes . In some cases onlv th L' cort(' x has dC lllCIJly been 
trim med to gi\ 'e a usa b\(, edge . 

.\iUIllhersS, 14 a nd 15 a re skt.:pend ,;craperciofll'hich S and 15 
a re somewha t keeled, ha\'e vcry ro ugh ~ecolldary chipping, and a rt' 

very i loar qua lit y flint. Number 14 is flat 0 11 l())J . and is a ll 1\J 
ge ther a much fllwr implt:ment with t he secondary ch ippin g carried 
ri gllt down tbe tW\J side;; which have ev idently :;ef\·c·d to tu rn the 

im plvmen t in to a side scra.per as we ll. 

N um b,'rs 18, 12 and 22 a re a lso end ,tT:1perS, but of a Ibtt( r 
and thin n <:: r typL' . Num bers 12 and 22 hav a single scrapin g (,(j/<l, 

ti lt' latter being also sli ghtly fire cr,lcJded, ~llmber 18 is a very fiLL: 

exa mple of tlk hors\,: ~ hoe form of end scr:1per and ;;jr'k Sl' l ' ~ l p"r com 
bined for the second ary chipping has bl'tn con tin ued down both sid e~ .. 

)\'umbers 16, 5 and 20 are bes t described as sid e scrapers of which 
the first two approach \','ry nl' il rly to the round form , The first is of 
,'c ry poor quality Hint , :li1d the ~econd hJ" merdy had the cortex 
remo\,eu to form the edge the remain der b" in g left J~ it \I-~'" when 
s truck off tilt parent block . The third is bu t t1 w remnant of a very 
finel y sca led implement, It is badly fire crackled, a nd was found in 
pieces, but sufficient remain s to shell' lhe excellency of th e workman
ship, 

I,,,! 


FIG. 4 

j 
I 
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especially for such a thin Yessf l many large calcite fragments be ing 
included in it. The lip , as in (7) above has been formed b~' ~patu lation 

of the edge , which has thu s been rendered quik fbt , and has had a 
very fain t finger tip o rnamen t impressed upon it. (Fi g. 2, 1'<0.4). 

2. STon. (Fig . 4) 

The majority of the flint implements from the hearth ca me 
from the platform area jus t outside the cave. In thi s group are 
included three impkm('nts from the vl'ry base of layer 2, for these 
im plem('n t~ arl' so obviously of the qme facies tha t there can be no 
doubt that they [(·ally belung to the hea rth. 

All ti le implements desc ribed below arc of flint unles" it is other
wise s ta ted . The patina tion varies tremendously from being scared:; 
ex is tent to a very dense white. In the majorit~ · of ca"CS it has takl' lI 
plact,; to such a degree that the Hint i ~ no lon ge r black, but has assumed 
a mottled bluish white· co lour . l 'ur ther great economy has bCt,;n 
~ xL' rc i sL'd in the use of flint for in quite a la rgt· num ber of cases the 
implt:mcn ts have no[ been f reed tif the cor tex of the nodule com
ple tely as to do so wo uld rcndt,;r tb L: portion uf Din t too sma ll for 
prac ti ca l purposes. In sa m \:: cases onl v the cortex has ac tually been 
trimmed to give;: a u sable edge . 

Numbers 8, 14 <mel 15 are steep end scraV(;r" of I\' bich 8 and 15 
arc somewha t keeled, ha ve ve ry rough ~(;conela ry chi pping , an d a n ' 

f \l·ry poor quality Rint. Number 14 is fl a t 011 top. a nd is a ll to

gether a much fin er implement with the seconda ry chipping carried 
ri gllt down the lwo sides which have evidently sL'n'cel to turn the 
im plement into a side ~crape r <1:; well. 

~uml:x::rs 18, 12 a nd 22 ~I r t,; also end scrapers , but of a fiatt(r 
and thinner type. NumbL·rs 12 a nd 22 have a sin gle scraping cd gi ' , 

fbt,; ];'1t"r b"ing also slightly fire crack led. Number 18 is a very fin t: 
eXLlmpk (Ii the horse shoe form of end senlper and side scraper com
binecl for th t.: secondary chipping has bC'\::n continued down both sjde~ .. 

;..Jum bers 16, 5 and 20 are be;:;t described <1<; side scrape rs of which 
the first two approach \ cry nea rly to the round form . The' first is of 
very poor qu;dity flint , and thi ' second has merely had the cortex 
f(.'mo\·pd to form the edge tJJ ~: remainder bein g left as it was w hen 
struck off the parent block . TIlt' third is but the ft-·mnant of a ve ry 
finely sca led Implement. It i~ badly fire crackled, and was found in 
pi e('('~, but suffici t,; nt rema ins to shew the t xce llen c\' of the workman
ship 
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Numbers 10, 11, IJ and 23 are kni ves of which 10 and 13 bear 
no seconda ry chipping, but shew signs of extensive usc along their 
edges. Number II bears a minute secondary chippin g along the 
slightly curved edge, and llas in addition two carefully chipped notches 
in its back . Nllmber 23 is the mere fragment of an implem ent , and 
here again along vne edge the secondary chipping is matle actually 
in the corkx. Number 19 is part of a wide knife, and bears nne 
scale flakin g along both sid(·~. 

Numuer 4 is a beautifully made implement, the "business " 
portion beillg the st('nl. This is too largL: and blunt at the point to 
have been used as a borer , and it was probably used as a [( 'amer 
to enlurge hoh ~ already made. 

N urn ber 6 may a lso have served as a very coarse rL:a mer, bu t 
as the tip and the two long sides have been carefully brought to an 
edge it is probable that the implement se rved a variety of purposes . 

Number 17 was probably a true borer , but the point is missing. 
Both sides shew signs of ext en si\i(~ use as kni ves. The implement 
came frorn a ma:',s of ma terial disturbed by trespasse rs and from its 
general appearance is probably of palc.eolithic date. The disturbance 
had been carried down in to the top of the Pleistocene deposi ts. 

Numbers 7 and 21 from their appearance and form ca n only have 
ser ved as fa brica tors for the m;!Il ufacture of other impklllents. 

N um ber 9 is a peculiar toot/He'd impl'>l11Cll r which ~IS b r as is known 
h as not been recorded from other sites. The utilised edgl' has 
been re touched for two-thirds of its length , and bears two carefully 
made tee thocparall'd by a bout half-:Il1 -inch. It could :;\, rve as a 
means by which par:tllellillf's could be incised in bon ~ or other material. 

Numbrr I is a very fine l ea f-~h ; lped arrow head; it bears a care
fully execur. ·d ~cale flaking ove r the whole of the upper surface, and 
at the tip" ,md round the ,·dgc·" on th e 10\\·,·r. 

Num hf~ rc, 2 and 3 are two barhed and tanged arrow heads. In 
the latter th e barbs are rudimcnL,ry, and thc tip is Glun t . In the 
former the rema ining barb is \'<'1':>" IIcll m arked. 

In addition to the above there are nea rly a hundred odd chips 
and pieces of Jlint, includin g two chips from a polishvl implemen t, as 
well as two small hamm er stones, one of flint and one of limeston e. 

3. BONE. (Plat" IVE). 
(I) A point made from the spli t meta tarsa l or carpal of a sheep. 

The point has been carefully grounu. and the whole implem ent polished 
by use. There is an indication herr of varia tion in the manner of 
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making thes\.! points during this period :I~ compared with the iron 
age examples from num, 'rous ,ites. In the iron <lg" the points are 
made as a rule by cutting off either the pro x im al e Jld~ of the bones , 
as at All Cannings Cros~, or the dis ta l ends as ,Ii (;las toubury Lake 
Village and similar si tes. Tile bol" ~ arc tlwn trimmed to a point 
by cutting ;J\\'ay the anter io r surface. At' Sun Hole the bone ha.s 
first been split down its leng th, and then pointed by trimming away 
th e fr l·shly exposed surface towards the origil);]j lateral surface . 
Points similarly prepared com e from Che\rn's Combe," and :.Ylerlin 's 
Cave in the \Vye Valley, where a mi xecJ deposit da tes in the upper 
levels from the late NC'o Jithic-Bea ke r times to late Eoman. 

Further evidence on thi s subject is required , and it is to be hoped 
that t'xcavations at sites of a simila r period will provide it . 

(2) TIJi ~ IS a mere fragment of a sL:cond point similar to 
number I. 

(3) Thi s is a long ~Iender point or pin with tlF' tip missing. 
The implenknt was fou nd in three pieces, and of tLc: thr<. c frac ture" 
two were ancient as a nlm of s talagmi te covered the j'r<lken s urfav~. 
A sim,ilar, but more rounded , longer and SiO UUT J'"int comes from 
layer IV at Chelm 's lombe. 

Sl),\LvIAl<Y 

From the va rious piece,; of evidence described above it is pussible 
to reconstruct with a fair degree of acclll'acy part ~l r leas t of the history 
of the ca \'<.' :,ince the close of Pk istucene; t.jmes . 

No occupation seems to have ta ken place since Roman times, 
though doub tless casual visits have been paid to the cave from time 
to time. The la test period of occupation of the caw! appears then 
to have taken place in Roman times. The date of this occupation, 
n amely A.D. 273-345, is given by the coins, and is one which corres
ponds with the late types of pottery found. It corresponds also to 
the time when sea raids were at least becoming prevalent, and the 
nati ve population had to find as fa r as possible safer tllveUing places , 
such as the caves of th e Mendips and el!5ewhere afford. Of the severity 
of these raids and their harmful cffc'c ts the numerous coin hoards of 
thi s period am ply att ..st. 

Whether the cave was occupi( ·cJ during the La Tene period , that 
is between A.D. 50 to B.C. 500 , is doubtful, but the presence of she rds 
of vessels of typical La Tene forms uninfluenced by Roman technique 
ra ther sugges ts a temporary occupa bon wi thin th is period. The 

5 ibid, p. 21 and Fig. XI, B l a nd .82 . 
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Numbe rs 10, II , 13 and 23 a re knives of which 10 and 13 bea r 
no secondary chippin g, but shew signs of extensive use a long th~ ' ir 

edges, Number II bea rs a minute ~('l'o ndary chippin g a long the 
slightly curved edgt·, and has in addition two ca refully chipped no tches 
in its back, Number 23 is tl1<' mere fragment of an implement , and 
he re again a long one edge the secondary chipp ing is matle actually 
in the cortex, Number 19 is pa rt of a wide knife , a nd bears fin e 
sca le fl ak in g along bo th sides , 

Number 4 is a beautifully made implement, the " business" 
portion beill g tile stem , This is too large and blunt at the point to 
have bl'c l1 u ~('d as a borer , and it was probably u sed as a r"am er 
to enlarge holt ;.; already made, 

;\lumber 6 may <.I lso have served as a very coar;.;(' reamer, but 
as the tip and the two long s ides ha w ' heen carefully brought to an 
edge it is probable tklt the implemen t se rved a variet~· of purposes. 

~umbe r 17 was pro bably a true bo rer, bu t the point is m iss ing. 
Bo th sides shew signs of ex tensive u ~e as kni" es , The implement 
came from a mass of ma terial di s turbed by trespassers and from its 
ge neral appea ra nc,' is p ro bably of pa lccolithic date . The disturbance 
h ad been ca rried dO'vV n into t he top of th e Pleis tocene depos its 

Nu mbers 7 and 21 from their a ppea rance a nd form can onl y have 
served as fabrica to rs fo r the man ufacture of o ther implemen ts, 

Num bel' 9 is a peculiar too thed impk mcn t whi r.h as far as is known 
bas not been recorded from o ther s ites, The utilised puge has 
been retouched for two-t hirds of its length , and b. 'ars two carefully 
m ade tee th separa ted by about half -an -inch, It could Se rve as a 
means by which pa ra lJ ellines could be incised in bone or o ther mate rial. 

Num ber I is a very fin e leaf-sha ped arrow head; it bea rs a ca re
full y ex,'cut"d sca le flaking over the whole of the upper surface, and 
a t th e tips a nd round the edges on til e lower. 

Numbers 2 and 3 a rc two ba rbed and tanged a rrow heads. In 
the latter the barbs arc rudim entary. and the tip is blun t. In t he 
fOfll1l'r the remaining ba rb is very well ma rked, 

In addition to the above the re are nea rl y a hundred odd chips 
a nd piecc ,; of fl in t , including two chi ps from a po lished implement, as 
we ll as two sma ll hammer stones , one of flint and one of limestone. 

3. B OH, (Pb te lVE). 
( I) A pa in t made from the spli t m cta ta r,;al or carpa l of a sheep. 

The point h<1~ been carefull y gro und, and the whole implemen t poli shed 
by use. There is an indica tion here of va ria ti on in the ma nn er of 
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ma king t hp~ .. , points d ur ing Uli" period as comp;lred with the Iron 
ag(' pXii mples from num.'ru us , ites. In the iron age the poin ts a re 
made as a rule Ly cutting oft either the prox imal end~ of the bonl' ~, 
as ai All Cannings Cross , o r the d is tal ends as ~I\ (~ l as tunbury Lake 
Village and si mila r si tes, The boni's a re then trimmed to a point 
by cutting away t he anter ior surfac:c, ,\t' Sun Hole the bOll" h;,s 
firs t been split down its len gth, and then pointed by trimmin g away 
the fre ~hly exposed surfac,' towards the ori ginal latera l su rf<1cc. 
Pa in ts simila rly prepared come from Chelm 's Com be , ~ and .\It' r1in 's 
CaY'" in !Ill' \\lye Valley, whe re a mi xed deposit da te!' in the upper 
levels from th..: la te Nroli rhi c-Bea Ke r tin1L'': to Ja te R om an, 

Furtlle r evidence on t hi s subject is required, and it is to be hoped 
that t:xc;tva tions at sites of a simila r pe riod will pro vide it. 

(2) Thi s IS a m l'r~ fragment of a :i(:cond poin t similar to 
Humber I. 

(3) Thi s is a long slender puint or pin with t he tip mi ssin g. 
Th e implement was founel in three pi eces, and of t hl:' tlm 'e fractures 
two wefe a ncien t as a film of s taJagmi te covdecl the brok, 'll su rfa(',~. 
A similar ,but more rounded , lon ger and s to u ter point comes from 
1<1\'er IV u t Chelm 's Com be, 

SC\nI Al{Y, 

From the va rious pieces of evidence described abo ve it is ro~~ i ble 
to recons truct with a fa ir degree of accllfacy pa rt a t leas t of the hi story 
of th t' ('; lVl' ~ince the d ose of Pleis toCl;;ne ti mes , 

No occ ilpa tion se~m s to have taken place since R oman ti mes, 
though doubtless casual visits havt~ been paid to the ca ve from time 
to time , T he lates t period of occupa tion of the cave apJkars then 
to have taken place in R oman tim( s, The (bite of thi ~ n!';cupa tioll, 
namely A, D, 273-345, is given h\ tlw co in s, and is one which co rres
ponds with the late ty p,'s of pottery foun d , It cOffl 'sponds abo to 
the time when sea raids we rt' a t leas t becoming prevalen t, and the 
na tive popula tion had to find as fa r as possible safer dwelling places, 
such as th " ca ves of the Mendips a nd e1sewlltre affo rd , Of the se verity 
of these raids a nd their ha rmful effec ts th e numerous co in hoard s of 
this pe riod a mply attes t . 

vVhether the cave was occupied durin g t he La Tene period, that 
is be tween A,D . 50 to B.c. 500, is doubtful , but the presence of sherds 
of vessels of t ypical La Tene forms uni nfluenced by R oman technique 
ra ther sugges ts a tem para!'), occupa t ion wi thin th is period, The 

5 Ib id, p. 2 1 and F ig. X I, B I and B2. 
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scarcity of the finds make,; it certain that the duration of any occu

pation was vcry short. 

The same arguments may be applied to the HaUstatt division 
of the Early Iron Age for the only finds that may be attributed to 
this period with any dcgn 't ' of certainty comprise only a few sherds 

of pottery. 

Occupation in the Bronze Age is on the other hand well represented 
by the numerous remains from the hearth which frum its thickness 
and trampled condition must repn',;"nt an occupation extending over 
quite a considerable period as the deposits accumulated to an average 
depth of 9-12 inches. This relatively lengthy period of occupation 
is perhaps the explanation of the discovery in the same horizon of 
pottery types which are usually assumed to differ somewhat in date, 
and in this connection it is well to bear in mind the fact that some 
of the sherds of the vessels of the normally later types were found 
resting on the top of the hearth, and in the base of the layer above. 
On the other hand the comparative scarcity of pottery would seem 
to indicate that the occupation was quite short, and that therefore 
the typ<'!' of v('s"t'\!' repr,'~(~nted arc in fact contemporary., 

The association in the hearth of such distinct pottery types 
as the beaker, and the Neolithic round bottomed bow\ and vessels 
bearing the cord chevron design has h"l'n aln'il.dy noted from such 
sites as H.owberrow Cavern, Chelm's Combe," Soldier'S Hole in the 
Mendips and Merlin's Cave in the Wyc Valley and Windmill Hill , 
and in face of this accummulation of evidence the types must be 
regarded as contemporary . Sun Hole then must be added to the 
list of sites at which this association occurs. 

Perhaps of greater interest than the pottery are the associated 
types of flint implements. One such series has b('('n described in 
connection with the excavations at Rowberrow Cavern 7 In that 
cave, though, the series was not quite so large as that from Sun Hole. 
The flints from the latter cave may therefore be taken as representative 
of the various types of flint implements in use in the Mendip region 
at the time indicated by the hearth. That being so it is important 
to note the occurrence together of such forms as the leaf and barbed 
and tanged arrow heads for the former are usually assumed to be 
earlier in date than the latter. Further in this cave it is the barbed 
and tanged forms that are the more heavily patinated, but this dif
ference may be due to difference in the origin of the flin t, or to the 

ibid, p. 17 et seq. 

Spd. S oc. Proc , Vol. If , p. 46 , et seq. and p. 197, et seq. 
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weathering conditions to which they were exposed. The pygmy 
flints of early Bronze Age date are, however, absent from this Cave. 

The date represented by the hearth would be about 2000 B.C., 
if Fox's8 dating of the incoming beaker culture is correct. The presence 
of Neolithic bowls and the complete abs('I1ce of all traces of copper 
or bronze would seem to argue a little earlier date, say round about 
2100 B.C., but nothing definite can be concluded for metal is very 
often absent in barrow inhumations associated with early forms of 
beakers. 

CONCLUSIONS. 

It may be concluded, then, that since the close of the Pleisto(,ene 
Sun Hole was occupied :

1. For a considerable period round about 2000 B.C., namely at 
the commencemen t of the beaker period of the Bronze Age. 

2. Casual visits were paid during the Hallstatt and La Tene 
periods of the Early Iron Age. 

3. A somewhat longer period of occupation occurred during the 
later part of the Roman era in Britain, at a time when danger from 
sea raids was considerable. 

Finally on behalf of the Society we would like to express our 
thanks to Mr. Athay for facilities afforded for the storage of tools 
at Cheddar, and to NIr. Arthur Gough for permission to make use of 
the parking ground as a temporary dump for the material from the 
pit during the winter months. We are also indebted to Mr. J. A. 
Davies for the drawings of the flints and to Mr. R. F. Parry for 
various services rendered. 

Fox, A-rchaJoi. of Cambridge Regi(l'n , p. 16, et seq. 
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scarcity of the finds mak,'~ it certain that the duration of any occu
pation was very short. 

The same argum('nts may be applied to the Hallstatt division 
of the Early Iron .'\.ge for the only finds that nJay be attributed to 
this period with any degree of certainty comprise only a few sherds 
of pottery. 

Occupation in the Bronze Age is on the other hand well represented 
by the numerous remains from the hearth which frum its thickness 
and trampled condition must represent an occupation extending over 
quite a considerable period as the deposits accumulated to an average 
depth of 9- 12 in che:i. This rela ti vely lengthy period of occupation 
is perhaps the explanation of the discovery in the same horizon of 
pottery types which are usually assumed to differ somewhat in date, 
and in this connection it is well to bear in mind the fact that some 
of the sherds of the vessels of the normally later types were found 
resting on the top of the hearth , and in the base of the layer above . 
On the other hand the comparative scarcity of pottery would seem 
to indicate that the occupation was quik sh()rt, and that therefore 
the typv,; of vessels represented are in fact contemporary .. 

The associa tion in the hearth of such distinct pottery types 
as the beakc'r, and the NL:olithic round bottomed bow~ and vessels 
bearing the cord chevron design has been already noted from such 
sites as Rowberrow Cavern, Chelm 's Comhe,6 Soldier's Hole in the 
Mcndips and Merlin's Cav\, in the "'yc Valley and Windmill Hill , 
and in face of this accummulation of evidence the types must be 
regarded as contemporary. Sun Hole then must be ad(kd to the 
list of sites at which this association occurs. 

Perhaps of greater interest than the pottery are the associated 
types of flint implements. One such series has been described in 
connection with the excavations at Rowberrow Cavern 7 In that 
cave, though , the seri":i was not quite so large as that from Sun Hole. 
The flints from the latter cave may therefore be taken as representative 
of the various types of flint implements in use in the Mendip region 
at the time indicated by the hearth. That being so it is important 
to note the occurrence together of such forms as the leaf and barbed 
and tanged arrow heads for the former are usually assumed to be 
earlier in date than the latter. Further in thi s cave it is the barbed 
and tanged forms that are the more heavily patinated, but this dif
ference may be due to difference in the origin of the flin t, or to the 

ibid, p. 17 ~t seq. 

Sp cl . Soc. P rvc., Vol. If , p. 411, e/ seq. and p. 197, et seq. 
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weathering conditions to which they were exposed. The pygmy 
flints of early Bronze Age date are, however, absent from this Cave . 

The date represented by the hearth would be about 2000 B.C., 
if Fox 's8 dating of the incoming beaker culture is correct. The presence 
of Neolithic bowls and the complete ab";l:I1ce of aU traces of copper 
or bronze would seem to argue a little earlier date, say round about 
2100 B.C., but nothing definite can be concluded for metal is very 
often absent in barrow inhumations associated with early forms of 
beakers . 

CONCLUSIONS. 

It may be concluded, then, that since the close of the Pleistocene 
Sun Hole was occupied :

I. For a considerable period round about 2000 B.C., namely at 
the commencement of the beaker period of the Bronze Age. 

2. Casual visits were paid during the Hallstatt and La Tene 
periods of the Early Iron Age , 

3. A somewhat longer period of occupation occurred during the 
later part of the Roman era in Britain, at a time when danger from 
sea raids was considerable . 

Finally on behalf of the Society we would like to express our 
thanks to NIr. Athay for facilities afforded for the storage of tools 
at Cheddar, and to NIr. Arthur Gough for permission to make use of 
the parking ground as a temporary dump for the material from the 
pit during the winter months. We are also indebted to Mr. J. A. 
Davies for the drawings of the flints and to 1\'1r. R. F. Parry for 
various services rendered. 

Fox, A ·rclulJoi. of Cambridge RegilJII, p. 16, c/ seq . 


