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Research
Chris Binding and Linda Wilson have continued their work into ritual protection

marks in the caves on Mendip and, in conjunction with Graham Mullan and Clive Owen, have
completed the first phase of the recording of the engraved marks found in Wookey Hole in the
area known as the Witch's Chimney. Comparable marks have also been found in Long Hole
and Great Oone's Hole in the Cheddar Gorge. This work builds on research started in 2003 in
Goatchurch Cavern.

Gina Mosely has successfully completed her PhD on speleothems and has returned
from Mulu where she accompanied the expedition as a cave scientist.

Caving
Caving-wise the past year has been very successful; the combined UBSS/Wessex Cave

Club digging team have made good progress in the Charterhouse system for which they
received the first Tony Jarrett Digging Award.  The UBSS dig in GB’s Bat Passage has contin-
ued its remarkable progress; an ambitious trench drainage system was dug last year only for it
to fill itself in a few weeks later.  As such the total progress for the past year stands at approxi-
mately 0 m.

Over the summer UBSS members went on expedition to the Picos de Europa with
OUCC, whilst others joined the annual Dachstein expedition.

The student members have had an exciting year of varied trips ranging from exploring
the Croesor-Rhoysdd mine system in North Wales to a Titan-Peak exchange trip with a little
help from the TSG.

Fresh this year saw much smaller number of people sign up than in previous years, just
12 freshers came to Fresher’s Weekend at the Hut.  But this allowed us to concentrate our
efforts on these people during the first term by taking them on a number of quality trips, as such
we’ve retained the usual numbers and there is no cause for concern.  Weekends away have
reached all the usual areas including Wales, Yorkshire and Derbyshire.  Weekends at the Hut
have included the highly successful Take-Away Christmas Dinner, the usual, slightly rainy,
Bonfire weekend with the company of OUCC, and the traditional New Year’s Eve Dinner.

Other
Antonia Self has been working on a Pleistocene and Palaeolithic Bibliography for the

Bristol and Mendip region as part of the Duke of Edinburgh award scheme, her work can be
seen through the “Literature Search” area of the UBSS website.

Finally, the committee are planning to purchase new helmets, lights and oversuits to
replace the rapidly deteriorating equipment currently owned by the club.  The Alumni Founda-
tion has generously awarded a grant of £1000 and a further application has been made to the
Oliver Lloyd Memorial Fund.
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