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ABSTRACT

This paper describes cave explorations in Co. Clare that have taken place since the publication of The Caves
of Co. Clare and South Galway in 2003. New explorations in Poulnagree and in Pollnagolloor are described along with
the discovery of new caves on Inisheer and the High Burren.

INTRODUCTION

The Society’s publication, The Caves of Clare and South Galway (Mullan, 2003)
described all the caves and cave passages known at the time of its publication. As is often the
case with cave guidebooks, it was out of date virtually as soon as it reached the printers. This
paper, therefore, records explorations made since then. The Society intends to publish further
papers of this type during the lifetime of the book and would be grateful to receive any
additional information. This paper is ordered in the same manner as the book and new discover-
ies are listed under the relevant chapter headings.

WESTERN KNOCKAUNS AND OUGHTDARRA

POULNAGREE Td: Crumlin    A3a
Length: 5200 m. (estimated) Depth 130 m. (estimated)              Altitude 235 m.
Grid Ref: M 1215 0362 Survey: Fig. 1.

In June 2004, the final unexplored inlet to the Priory Streamway, downstream of
Sump 3 was explored and measured. Lacewing Inlet, which leads off from the streamway close
to its endpoint, proved to be 410 m long. It consists of hands and knees or flat-out crawling in a
passage liberally decorated with moonmilk and straws. It bifurcates twice but on each occasion
one side is soon blocked by boulders. The explorers believed that the main passage was one of
those blocked and that their final tube is a smaller side passage. The final point reached was a
tube 0.5 m wide by 0.3 m high and half full of water (Irish Diaries, 2004). This is further south
than the end of the main streamway and is approaching the Upper Cliff of Oughtdarra quite
close to the dig sites of A201 and A202 (Mullan, 2003). Figure 1 shows a survey of the whole
cave including this passage. Its length proved to be close to the estimate made after partial
exploration in 2000.
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Figure 1.Surve y of Poulnagree.



SOUTHERN POULACAPPLE

CULLAUN FOUR Td. Ballyconnoe North      C4
Length 410 m. (estimated) Altitude 210 m.
Grid Ref: M 1867 0170
The final bedding plane in this cave has been followed for a further 30 m beyond the

previous end point. The final section turns to the west. The stream does not appear to enter
Cullaun Five as speculated previously and the general trend is now towards C5e. A dye test is
required to determine where, or indeed whether, the water enters Cullaun Five.

THE SOUTH-EASTERN BURREN

POLL RANNAGH EAST Td: Rannagh East
Alternative name: Termon Souterrain.
Length: 17 m. Altitude: 222 m.
Grid Ref: M 2905 0126 Survey: Fig. 2.
In October 2003, the entrance to this cave was shown to local cavers by the

landowner. It is a small hole under a crag which drops into a roomy descending phreatic
passage. This has clearly been modified for use as a souterrain, with stone lintels and drystone
walling the first part and a partial stone wall blocking off the continuation after about 5 m.
Beyond the wall the passage is encrusted in moonmilk and slopes down to a boulder choke.
This might be dug, but to do so would irreparably damage both the moonmilk and the archae-
ology (Sheen, 2004).

Human skeletal remains have been noted in the cave and these should not be
disturbed.

Figure 2. Survey of Poll Rannagh East.
After R. Sheen.
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COMMONS NORTH TERRACE CAVE Td: Commons North
Length 32 m. Altitude: 140 m.
Grid Ref: R 2752 9449  Survey Fig. 3.
A small closed depression in the limestone pavement was found to have been formed

by collapse into an underlying horizontal phreatic passage. Digging at both ends of the depres-
sion entered passage approximately 1.5 m high and 1.5 m wide. To the south-east 13 m of
passage was entered and to the north-west a further 19 m. Both parts ended at further surface
collapses. The north-westerly section, in particular, is well decorated with moonmilk and small
rimstone pools on the wall.

Figure 3. Survey of Commons North Terrace Cave.

THE LOWER FERGUS RIVER AND ENNIS AREA

NOOAFF EAST SINK Td: Nooaf East
Length: 15 m. Altitude: 27 m.
Grid Ref: R 298 760
The stream sink for Poulnagolloor has been entered in extremely low water conditions.

The sink is at the base of an electricity pylon in a clearing a few hundred metres to the west of
the main cave. The best approach is across the field next to the house on the bend in the road,
400 m from Inch bridge, climbing steadily to a wall and walking beyond the wall through
bushes to the clearing around the pylon. From the sink, a 5 m long duck with 10 cm of airspace
led to the right to a chamber 4 m square and 3 m in height. From the chamber, a passage to the
right was followed for about 5 m to deep water in a rift passage. This has yet to be followed
further and may require diving equipment.
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EAST CLARE

RATTY RIVER CAVE Td: Cloonanass
Length: 10 m. Altitude: 22 m.
Grid Ref: R 480 694
The cave is located 15 m from the west bank of the Ratty River and 4m above the

river. An inclined squeeze leads down into a low chamber from which a crawl, 1 m x 0.6 m,
extends for 4 m to a choke. Partially decayed flowstone covers the walls. The cave is home to
both badgers and bats.

THE ARAN ISLANDS
INISHMAAN (INIS MEÁIN)

RÉIDH NA h’UANACH Td: Ceathrú an Teampaill
Length: 12 m. Altitude: 45 m.
Grid Ref: L 940 048   Survey Fig 4.
This cave is shown on Tim Robinson’s map of the Aran Islands. Previous visits have

found it to be  blocked by boulders and domestic  rubbish, but  in April 2004 it was dug open. It

Figure 4. Survey of Réidh na h’Uanach.
After G. Prole.
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is currently blocked by a single slab. The entrance is a downward crawl, at –20°, for about 5 m.
It has been reduced in size by the construction of a dry stone wall on the right hand side
restricting the width to 0.4 m in part. The crawl leads to a chamber where it is almost possible
to stand.  The floor of the chamber appears to have been leveled to some degree by small rocks.
Among the rocks are limpet shells and skeletons of what appear to be pine martens. The former
have been spread to a depth of about 0.5 m on the field above. To the left the passage reduces
in height and closes down. There is an opening to a moonmilk coated aven. Straight on the
passage continues in a southwesterly direction and reduces in both height and width and closes
down. The cave has some fine moonmilk, spiders and local history, but little to offer in the way
of potential for extension.
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