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Note on a Roman Site at Bedminster Down. 
By E. K. TRATi\IAX. 

In a previous number* a reference was made to the discovery 
in 1922 of Roman pottery and fragments of tile on t he edge of a 
quarry 150 yards to the south of the Bridgwater road, and about 
440 yards S.VV. of its junction with the Bishopsworth road. 

Previously, in 1904, Roman pottery had been found close to the 
Bridgwater road opposite the 1922 site. The whole of the area 
between the two sites consisted up to the past year of fill ed' in quarries, 
but now the whole area in question has been turned into a housing 
site, and houses have already been erected. Trenching for roads, 
sewers and foundations revealed two facts. Firstly that a small 
portion of Roman walling existed where the pot tery was found 
in 1922, and plaster as well as a number of pot sherds also came to 
light, including a small quantity of Samian ware. Secondly that the 
site discovered in 1922, was but a very small remnant of what was ' 
once a much larger one , extending northwards ,as far as the Bridg­
water road, alongside which pottery was found in 1904, and that there 
was no extension of th e 1922 site southwards or westwards while to 
the east it had already been quarried away. 

At first site this ,,,ould appear to be an isola ted site, far from 
any known Roman road ; but Mr. O. G. S. Crawford suggested to 
the writer tha t the road passing over Dundry Hill to Bishopsworth, 
and thence to Bedmin ster, and through Bristol to the Horfield and 
F il ton road, is in reality the line of a lost Roman road. At all events 
the stretch from Dundry to Bedminster Down, if we ignore modern 
deviations, is remarkably straight. Thus the Roman site a t the 
latter place obtains fresh significance as an important piece of evi­
dence in support of this supposit ion, and the presence of a possible 
Roman road is a point in favour of the site being a villa . In fact 
each is th e complement of the other. 

• P roG., Vol. 2, ); 0 . I , p. 89. 

THE L: PPEH PALlEOl.ITHIC AG E I X BR ITAIN 

The Upper Palreolithic Age In Britain. 
B,: D. A. E. GAR IW D. 

The Upper Pal;:colithic se ries is poorly represented in Britain, 
and has so fa r received little attention from prehistorians. It is 
interesting, nevertheless as show'ing certain varia tions from the 
classical Upper PalGeolithic industries of Western Europe. 

It follows from the northerly position of this country that it was 
very seriously affec ted by the success ive P leistocene glaciations, 
and in la te Upper P alGeo li thic times the great increase of cold to which 
the faun a of i\Iagdalenian deposits on the Continent bears witness, 
was 'here marked by a return to severe arctic conditions. The caves 
of ffynnon Beuno in the Vale of Clwyd were choked with boulder­
clay after the deposition of a cave-earth containing Aurignacian 
and proto-Solutrean implements ; a t Ponder's End in the Lea Valley, 
and Barnwell sta tion pit near Cambridge, :\Ir. Hazzledine Warren and 
Professor Marr have discovered arctic beds apparently belonging to 
the very latest stage of the Pleistocene; in the Thames valley the 
Trail , which covers the deposits of the High and i\Iiddle terraces and 
merges into the gravels of the Low Terrace, would appear to belong 
to the sa me period. This evidence seems to confirm the observations 
of Soergel and Kozlowski in Central and Eastern Europe in tending 
to demonstra te a second max imum of the \iVi.irmian glaciation cor- ' 
responding with the late Upper PalGeolithic, and explains the poverty 
of the Magdalenian industry in this country. 

The distribution of Upper Pal;:coli thic industries in E ngland 
is as follows. The jVIiddle Aurignacian is abundantly represented 
a t Paviland, and differs in no important respect from tha t of th 
Continent , although ;VI. Breuil has drawn a ttention to one or two 
local pecularities , such as a tendency to inverse retouch and the 
presence of a peculiar form of rostra te scraper. The collection from 
the cave-earth of Kent 's Hole contains a few Middle Aurignacian 
implements, including a well-macle and very typical bone pin. Two 
implements from Ffynnon Beuno, a beaked graver, and a beautifully­
made end-scraper, may a lso be Middle Aurignacian. 

The Upper Aurignacian is more widely distributed. The caye 
of Langwith in Derbyshire belongs to the La' Gravette level, and 
it is in teresting to find already developed a peculiar trapezoidal 
form of the La Gravette po int which is yery characteristic of Final 
Aurignacian and i\Iagdalenian cleposits in th is country. The Font­
Robert level shows a special development. It is represented in Robin 
Hood's Cave (Creswell Crags); Ffynnon Beuno; Paviland and two 
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smaller caves of the Gower peninsula, Cat 's Hole and Nottle Tor; 
Bench Cavern, Brixham; Kent 's Hole ; Woo key Hole; Hyaena 
Den and Uphill Cave in the Ivrendips. In most of these sites the 
typical form is a long blade with Solutrean retouch on the bulbar 
surface. The fl aking is usually confined to one or both ends of the 
blade, and this is the form characteristic of the Font-Robert level in 
France and Belgium , but in a few English specimens it extends over 
the whole of the bulbar facE' . 

The tanged Font-Robert point has been found in Kent's Hole, 
Paviland and the Ca t's Hole, but there are only four specimens in 
all, and three are badly broken. In Kent 's Hole and Wookey Hole 
a very primitive form of laurel-leaf, not unlike a small c01~p-de-poing, 
has been found , and there is every reason to Sll ppose that it belongs 
to the proto-Solutrean level. 

F ragments of two perfectly typical Solutrean laurel-leaves were 
found in Robin Hood's CavE' , and certain beautifully-worked blades 
found on the surface, and in unda ted gravels in East Anglia may 
provisionally be regarded as Solutrean. Apart from these few 
examples typical implements of this period are wanting in E nglish 
deposits, and it is probable that in the South-\\iest and West a t 
any rate it was replaced by the rather specia l Font-Robert industry 
already described. . 

Well-dateel Magdalenian remains are very scanty. The Church 
Hole, Creswell Crags . excavated by Mr. Mello and Sir William Boyd 
Dawkins, yielded a seri es of objects in bone and reindeer antler which 
clearly belong to a poorly-developed Magdalenian of fairly ancient 
type, probably M.3- 4. The drawing of a horse on bone found 
by the same investigators in Robin Hood's Cave may well be of the 
same age. In the P in Hole, Creswell Crags, Mr. Armstrong has re­
cently di scovered the base of an ivory javelin-head of M.S- 6 type, 
bearing a conventionalized design already well-known on javelin-heads 
from La Madeleine. With this was associated a shouldered point 
in flint which unmistakeably recalled the Upper Aurignacian , and 
in the terrace of the neighbouring cave of Mother Grundy's Parlour 
similar shouldered points were found as part of an industry showing 
a mixtu're of Upper Aurignacian and la te Magdalenian characters, 
which passed directly upward into an Azilio-Tardenoisian level. 

At Kent 's Hole a poorer industry of the same type was associa ted 
with uniserial and biserial harpoons referable to M.S- 6a, and at 
A veline's Hole, in the Mendips, a biserial harpoon of M.6b type was 
found with flint implements strikingly like those of Mother Grundy'S 
Parlour. 

TH E UPPER PALrEOLITHI C AGE I N BRITAI;': 

A few very poor sta tions, such as Gough's Cave . (II> , I 

Hoyle's Mouth, Tenby ; and King Arthur's Cave, ]'1'1 on 1111 >I I1Ii I 
certainly belong to some phase of the late Upper Pala~oliilli,. I, 

have furni shed no implements in bone or antler sufficiently el l.II .I, 
teristi c for purposes of more exact da ting. 

It is clear tha t the i\Iagdalenian of this country is of a pro\'illci.t1 
type, with very important survivals from the Upper Aurignaci;tIl. 
such as the ordinary La Gravette point , the shouldered point and 
the Noailles graver (found at Creswell). Special forms are the trape­
zoidal point, almost unknown in Continental deposits, and a number 
of small semi-geometrical points and blades similar to those founcl 
at Martinrive, a late Upper Pal;;eolithic station of doubtful affi nities, 
near Liege. Finally the scarcity of typical gravers is in striking con­
trast with their abundance in classical Magdalenian sites. 

Although I do not agree with Mr. Burkitt tha t this industry 
should be regarded as a completely independent local development 
of the Upper Aurignacian, similar to that seen in the Grimaldi caves, 
all Magdalenian intrusions being ascribed to a some\vhat vaguely­
defined " cultur-:! -drift," I would claim that it does seem to represent 
a local and semi-independent facies of the Magdalenian sufficiently 
well-cha racterised to deserve a name of its own, and I would suggest, 
tentatively, "Creswellian ," since Creswell Crags is the station where 
it is found in gre; test abundance and variety. 

All the stations described above are in caves ; no open-air site 
which can quite confidently be assigned to the Upper Pal;;eolithic is 
yet known in this coun try, although a few isola ted finds from the 
surface and from undated deposits are certainly Upper Pal;;eolithic, 
and probably Aurignacian. 
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smaller caves of the Gower peninsula, Cat 's Hole and No ttle Tor ; 
Bench Cavern, Brixham ; Kent 's Hole ; Wookey Hole ; Hyaena 
Den and Uphill Cave in t he lVlendips. In most of these sites the 
typical form is a long blade with Solutrean retouch on the bulba r 
surface. The fl aking is usually confined to one or both ends of the 
blade, and this is the form characteristic of the Font-Robert level in 
France and Belgium, but in a few English specimens it ex tends over 
the whole of the bulbar face'. 

The tanged Font-Robert point has been found in Kent's Hole, 
Paviland and the Cat 's Hole, but there are only four specimens in 
all , and three are badly broken. In Kent's H ole and Wookey Hole 
a very primitive form of laurel-leaf, not unlike a small coup-de-poing, 
has been found , and there is every reason to su ppose that it belongs 
to the proto-Solutrean level. 

Fragments of two perfectly typical Solu trean laurel-leaves were 
found in Robin Hood's Cave , and certain beautifully-\vorked blades 
found on the surface, and in undated gravels in East Anglia may 
provisionally be regarded as Solutrean. Apart from these few 
examples typical implements of this period are wanting in English 
deposits, and it is proba.ble that in the South-\Vest and West at 
any rate it was replaced by the rather special Font-Robert industry 
already described. . 

Well-datecl Magdalenian remains are very scanty. The Church 
Hole, Creswell Crags, excavated by Mr. Mello and Sir 'William Boyd 
Dawkins, yielded a series of obj ects in bone and reindeer antler which 
clea rly belong to a poorly-developed Magdalenian of fa irly ancient 
t ype, probably M.3- 4. The drawing of a horse on bone found 
by the same invest igators in Robin Hood 's Cave may well be of the 
same age. In the Pin Hole, Creswell Crags, NIr. Armstrong has re­
cently discovered the base of an ivory javelin-head of lVI.5- 6 type, 
bearing a conventionalized design already well-known on javelin-heads 
from La Madeleine. With this was associated a shouldered point 
in flint which unmista keably recalled the Upper Aurignacian , and 
in the terrace of tbe neighbouring cave of Mother Grundy's Parlour 
similar shouldered points were found as part of an industry showing 
a mixtllre of Upper Aurignacian and late Magdalenian characters, 
which passed directly upward into an Azilio-Tardenoisian level. 

At Kent's Hole a poorer industry of the sa me type was associated 
with uniserial and biserial harpoons referable to lVI.5- 6a, and at 
Aveline's Hole, in the Mendips, a biserial harpoon of M.6b type was 
found with flint implements strikingly like those of Mother Grundy's 
Parlour. 

THE UPPER PAL£OLITHIC AGE I N BRITAI:-: 

A few very poor sta tions, such as Gough's Cave. (I " ,', 

Hoyle 's Mouth, Tenby; and King Arthur's Cave, ;'I'IonJ11ol lllt I I 

cer tainly belong to some phase of the late Upper Palc-eoliilil'. I" 

have furni shed no implements in bone or antler sufficiently cli.1 I ." 
teristic for purposes of more exact dating. 

It is clear that the Magdalenian of this country is of a prO\'illcl,d 
type, with very important survivals from the Upper Aurignaciall. 
such as the ordinary La Gravette point , the shouldered point alld 
tbe Noailles graver (found at Creswell). Special form s are the trape­
zoidal point, a lmost unknown in Continental deposits, and a number 
of small semi-geometrical points and blades similar to those found 
at Martinrive, a late Upper Palreolithic sta tion of doubtful afflIlities, 
near Liege. Finally the scarcity of t ypical gravers is in striking con­
trast with their abundance in classical Magdalenian sites . 

Although I do not agree with Mr. Burkitt that this industry 
should be regarded as a completely independent local development 
of the Upper Aurignacian, similar to that seen in the Grimaldi caves, 
a ll Magdalenian intrusions being ascribed to a somewhat vaguely­
defined " culturC:!-drift," I would claim that it does seem to represent 
a local and semi-independent facies of the Magdalenian sufficiently 
well-characterised to deserve a name of its own, and I would suggest, 
tentatively, "Creswellian ," since Creswell Crags is the sta tion where 
it is found in gre;test abundance and variety. 

All the stations described above are in caves ; no open-air site 
which can quite confidently be assigned to tbe Upper Palreolithic is 
yet known in thi s country, although a few isolated finds from the 
surface and from undated deposits are certainly Upper Palreolithic, 
and probably Aurignacian. 
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