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Note on a Roman Site at Bedminster Down. 
By E. K TRATMAX. 

In a previous number* a reference was made to the discovery 
in 1922 of Roman pottery and fragments of t ile on the edge of a 
qua rry ISO yards to the sou th of the Bridgwater road, and about 
440 ya rds S.W. of its junction with the Bishopsworth road . 

Previously , in 1904. Roman pottery had been found close to the 
Bridgwa ter road opposite t he 1922 site. The whole of the area 
between the two sites consisted up to the past yea r of filled' in quarries, 
but now the whole a rea in question has been turned into a housing 
site, and houses have already been erected. Trench ing for roads, 
sewers and foundations revea led two facts. F irstly that a small 
portion of Roman walling ex isted where the pottery was found 
in 1922, and plaster as well as a number of pot sherds also came to 
light , including a small quantity of Samian ware. Secondly that the 
site discovered in 1922, was but a very small remnant of what was ' 
once a much la rger one, extending northwards ,as far as the Bridg­
water road, alongside which pottery was found in 1904, and th at there 
was no extension of the 1922 site southwards or westwards while to 
the east it had already been qua rried away. 

At first site this vvould appear to be an isolated site, far from 
any known Roman road; but Mr. O. G. S. Crawford suggested to 
the writer tha t the road passing over Dundry H ill to Bishopsworth, 
and thence to Bedminster, and through Bristol to the Horfield and 
F il ton road, is in reali ty the line of a lost Roman road . At all events 
the stretch from Dundry to Bedminster Down, if we ignore modern 
deviations, is remarkably straight . Thus the Roman site at the 
latter place obta ins fresh significance as an importan t piece of evi­
dence in support of th is supposition, and the presence of a possible 
Roman road is a point in favour of the site being a villa . In fact 
each is th e complement of the other. 

* Proc. , Vol. 2, ~o . 1, p. 89. 
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The Upper P alceolithic Age In Britain. 
By D. A. E . GARHOD . 

The Upper Pal,.eolithic series is poorly represented in Briiain, 
and has so far received litt le attention from prehisto rians. It is 
in teresting, nevertheless as showing certain variations from the 
classical Upper Pah.eolithic industries of 'Western Europe. 

It follows from the northerly posit ion of this country tha t it was 
very seriously affected by the successive P leistocene glaciations, 
and in la ic Upper P alccoli thic times the grea t increase of cold to which 
the fauna of l\ Iagda lenian deposits on the Continent bears witness, 
was' here marked by a return to severe a rctic conditions. The caves 
of Ffynnon Beuno in the Vale of Clwyd were choked with boulcler­
clay after the deposition of a cave-earth containing Aurignacian 
and proto-Solu t rean implements; at Ponder 's End in the Lea Valley, 
and Barnwell sta tion pit near Cambridge, Mr. Hazzledine \liIarren and 
Professor Marr have discovered arctic beds apparently belonging to 
t he very la test stage of the P leistocene ; in the Thames valley the 
Trail, which covers the deposits of the H igh and Midd le terraces and 
merges into the gravels of the Low Terrace, would appear to belong 
to the same period . This evidence seems to confi rm the observations 
of Soergel and Kozlowski in Centra l and Eastern E urope in tending 
to demonstrate a second maximum of the Wiirmian glaciation cor- ' 
responding wi th the la te Upper PalGeoli thic, and explains the poverty 
of the Magdalenian industry in th is coun try . 

The distribution of Upper PalGeolithic indust ries in E ngland 
is as follows. The :'-Iiddle Aurignacian is abundantly represented 
a t Paviland, and differs in no important respect from tha t of the 
Continent, although M. Breuil has drawn atten tion to one or two 
local pecula rities, such as a tendency to inverse retouch and the 
presence of a peculiar form of rostrate scraper. The collection from 
the cave-earth of Kent 's Hole conta ins a few Midd le Aurignacian 
implements, including a well-made and very typical bone pin. Two 
implements from Ffynnon Beuno, a beaked graver, and a beautifully­
made end-scraper, may also be Middle Aurignacian. 

The Upper Aurignacian is more widely distributed . The cave 
of Langwith in Derbyshire belongs to the La ' Gravette level, and 
it is in teresting to fmd already developed a peculiar trapezoidal 
form of the La Gravette po int which is \"ery characteristi c of Final 
Aurignacian and Magdalenian deposits in t his country. The Font­
Robert level shows a specia l development. It is represented in Robin 
Hood's Cave (Creswell Crags); Ffynnon Beuno; Paviland and t \l"O 


