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Second Report on the Excavation of the 


Mendip Barrows 


By R. F. READ. 

ADDITIO:-;;AL ~OTES ON FIRST REPORT. 

Since the publication of the last repore further investigations 
have rendered necessa ry the following additions and corrections. 

Barrow No. I. Blackdolc·n.. It is now quite certain that the 
beaker found in this barrow was associated with cremation, though 
not necessarily of the individual in whose honour it was deposited. 
Although no calcined human bone was found in the cist, the original 
ground level at the centre of the barrow was uccupied by a hearth, 
12 fee t in diameter, c.on taining hagmen ts of charcoal and calcined 
human bones ; the cist lay at the northern limit of the hea rth, and 
its top was coinciden t with the hea rth level. This hearth cannot 
belong to the secondary interment unless one of the following improb­
able conditions obtained, viz., that no mound at all was raised over 
tbe cist, or that such a mound was removed, cremation performed, 
the mound replaced and s0condary in tennen t made above this . 

The beaker (Plate X, No. I) belongs to Phase I of Type Bl 
(Abercromby), not Phase II, as previously stated. The ornament 
is more elaborate than that usually founcl on ve:,scls of this type, 
and resembles that of Type A, Phase 1. It appears to have been 
produced by a notched strip or cog-wheel and finished with a sharp 
point in some places. The greatest diameter of the body is placed 
low down; the lip is well curved outwards, and there is no trace of 
an angle. In a ll these respec ts it is an early beaker. It appears to 
resemble the Rhenish beakers, e.g., Fig 37* and Fig. 42*, Plates I 
and II, Vol. 1, "Bronze Age Pottery" (Abercromby), from Ander­
nach and Urmitz respectively. 

The majority of the fragments of the cinerary urn (Fig. I) found 
in the secondary interment were about I foot above the hearth pre­
viously mentioned; with them ,"vas a considerable deposit of burnt 
human bone. Though very in complete it was evidently an urn of 
tilC overhanging rim type-probably fairly late in the se ries - lor 
there is no definite angle at the jU!1ct ion of the neck with the body. 
lor the ornamentation of pot-hooks we have found only one parallel , 
'i.}/·z. the vessel from Hengistbury Head, which is a cinerary urn of 
T ype I . 

1 Proc ., Vol. II, page 65 et seq. 
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Second Report on the Excavation of the 


Mendip Barrows 


By I~ . F. READ. 

ADDITIONAL ~OTES 0); FIRST I(EPORT. 

Since the publication of the last repore further in vestigations 
have rendered necessary the following additions and correction,;. 

Barrow No. I. Btackdo,m.. It is now quite certain that the 
beaker found in this barrow was associated with cremation, though 
not necessarily of the individual in whose honour it was deposited. 
Although no calcined human bone was found in the cist, the original 
ground level at the centre of the barrow was occupied by a hearth, 
12 feet in diameter, containing fragmen ts of charcoal and calcined 
human bones; the cist lay at the northern limit of the hearth, and 
its top wa:,; coincident with the hearth level. This hearth cannot 
belong to the secondary interment unless one of the fol1owing improb­
able conditions obtained, viz., that no mound at all was raised over 
the cist, or that such a mound was removed, cr2mation performed, 
the mound replaced and secondary interment made above this . 

The beaker (Plate X, No. I) belongs to Phase I of Type Bl 
(Abercromby), not Phase II, as previously stated. The ornament 
is more elaborate than that w;ually found on ve:;scls of this type, 
and resembles that of Type A, Phase 1. It appears to have been 
produced by a notched strip or cog-wheel and finished with a sharp 
point in some places. The greatest diameter of the body is placed 
low down; the lip is well curved outwards, and there is no trace of 
an angle. In all these respects it is an early beaker. It appears to 
resemble the Rhenish beakers, e.g., Fig 37* and Fig. 42*, Plates I 
and II, Vol. I, "Bronze Age Pottery" (Abercromby), from Ander­
nach and Urmitz respectively. 

The majority of the fragments of the cinerary urn (Fig. I) found 
in the secondary interment were about 1 foot above the hearth pre­
viously mentioned ; with them was a considerable deposit of burnt 
human bone. Though very incomplete it was ev idently an urn of 
tile overhanging rim type-probably fairly late in the series- for 
there is no definite angle at the junction of the neck with the body. 
ror the ornamentation of pot-hooks we have found only one parallel, 
uiz. the vessel from Hengistbury Head, which is a cinerary urn of 
Type 1. 

1 1"'·OC., Vol. II, page 65 et seq. 
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Bllrrow No.2. Blllc/IiZOiL'n. In thi,; case, as in the last, the 
'suggestion was made that the calcined human bone was a late intro­
duction; this was not so. Disturbance and robbing of the cist had 
probably occurred, because calcined hone was found in the joints 
of stones of the cist, and in all the angles and cre\lic.e~, but not in the 
ccn tre; further, the small size of the cist- 2 feet by 1 foot 8 inchc:;­
rcndcrs it probable that it was used for a cremated inte rment. 

Barrow No.3. Bl:·!ckiol1'm . A photograph of the urn from this 
barrow is now published (Plate XI , No . 1), and, as will be st:en, it is 
probably referable to Type 5, the Conlon or Hooped Pattern, Bronze 
Age IV- V, and is remarkable as the only specimen of this type 
ye t found in Area I (Abcrcromby's division). It is at least tripartite, 
the rim, upper segment, and remainde r being made separatrly; 
possibly the part below th :: heop was i.n two , or evm t hree , parts. 
Abcrcromby sugges ts t.hat th0. a bsence of tbis ty pe (the d irect dc,;­
,·:endent of Type I) in his Area 1, may bl! d\le to inv~si()n occurring 
about Bronze Age IV, which aH('cted only this <"!.f( a; tilL! presence 
then of an isolated example; in the extr011J« )).\V. is not surprising. 

The close resemblance of the pigmy cup found with this urn 
(Bronze Age IV) to food vessel 13 bis (Abercromby), which is refen ed 
to Bronze Age 1, is in te res ting . 
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Bm'/'ow No. 2. Blackdown. In thi~ case , as in the las t, the 
suggestion was made that the calcined human bone was a laiC in tro­
duction; tllis was not so. Disturbance and mbbing of the cist had 
probably occurred, because calcined bone \Va,; found in the joints 
·of stones of the cist, and in all the angles and cre vices , but not in the 
cen tre; further, the small !iizc of the cis t·- 2 fret by 1 fout 8 inches­
renders it probable that it was used fo r a cremated interment. 

Barrow j\'o. 3. BI.!cldok'H. A photograph of the urn from this 
barrow is now published (Plate XI, No.1), and, as will be Se(~ll, it is 
probably referable to Type 5, the Cordon or Hooped Pattern, Bron ze 
.\ge IV- V, and is remarkahle as the on ly specimCl1 of thi s type 
yet found in Area I (Abercromby's division). I t i.>; at leas t tri partite , 
the rim, upper segment, and remainder being made se parately; 
p;lssihly the p.nt below 1"l'e hoop wa,' iJ1 h'.o, or t.: ven thn:e , parts. 
Abercromby suggests that th" ab C(:1lc(' of t\;is type (the direct des­
cendent of T ype I) in his Area I , may be due to invLls ion occurring 
about Bron ze Age IV, which ;If(('ctf'O 0 1lh' th is a re~l; the presencC' 
then of an isola ted example in the extrl me N.\\". is no t surprising. 

The close resemblance of the pigmy cup found with this urn 
(Bron ze Age IV) to food vessel 13 !lis (Aben:romby), which is referred 
to Bronze Age 1, is interestin g. 
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F URTHER EXCA VA nONS. 

BARROW No. 4. BLACKDOW~. 

This barrow adjoins the path \\"hich cuts across the lower 
northern slopes of Rowberrow Warren; it is about 500 yards W S .W 
of BM, 499 .3 at S .W. corner of i'kndip Lodge Wood ,' on the 
6 in ch O.s. map. It consists of a roughly circular cairn of stones, 
having a diametc r of 37 feet, and an average hcight of 2 feet. It is 
of the simple bowl type with no ring. 

EXCAVATION. 

Practically the whole of the mound was removed and the 
appa ren tly undisturbed earth below was dug to a depth of nine 
inches . Although everything removed was carefully sorted, no 
pottery was found, and only a very small quantity of calcined 
human bone, including a few human teeth , was encountered on the 
original ground surface . A few partially calcincu bones and teeth 
of domestic animals were found amongst the stones . No cis t was 
found. The mound is certai.nly a barrow, but it contained no asso­
ciated implemen ts. A t the conclusion of excavation the mound was 
replaced in the usual manner. 

BARROW Ko. 5. ELACI<DOWN. 

This is situated approximately 400 yards S.S .vV. of the Bench 
:Mark on cross roads near N.W. a rm of :\[cndip Lodge Wood, and the 
S.E. corner of Rowberrow W a rren. It is a roughly circular heap of 
stones, chiefly O.R.S., its diameter is 18 feet , and it is abou t 2 fce t 
high . The centre of the cairn was depressed . 

E XCAVATION . 

An area 10 feet in diame ter was dug, in the centre of the 
mound, to a depth of 2 fee t 6 inches, all the material taken out 
being carefully sorted. One or two fragments of burnt bone , probably 
human, were found along with a little charcoal, and a fair amount 
of modem pottery. Stones were found below the origina l surface of 
the ground, and the modern pottery was found among these; frag­
ments of slag or iron ore were also found. The barrow has probabl: 
been opened in fairly recen t times, as the modern pottery tmus to 
show. 

MO\ '~D /\. BLACKDOW N. 

This is situated about 350 yards S.E. of the ranger's cottage,. 
and alongside the Blackdown grass path to Cheddar. It is 20 feet 
in diameter,3 feet in height, and has a depression about 2 feet deep 
in the cen tre. 
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EXCAVATION. 

A pit 2 floct deep and 15 feet in diameter was dug in the 
centre of the mound, which was found to contain few stones, and 
was chiefly composed of earth thrown up from a ditch around 
it. There was no sign of a cis t, and the construction was entirely 
differen t from that of the Barrows 1-5. 

ThrC'e fun ts and some rough pieces of chert were found . One 
flint ",as patinated white, had been burnt, and forms part of a typical 
round scraper or thumb flint. The other two flints are mere chips, 
.and only slightly patinated. It seems very improbable that this 
mound was a barrow. 

" 
!\IOCXDS B, C A ND D. BLACKDOW". 

There are three mounds, 350 yards S.E. of the Society'S hu.t, one 
East and the other two West of the Goatchurch path, nea.r its 
inte rsection with the Bbckdown grass road to Cheddar. The central 
one was chosen, and N - S and E- vV trenches were excavated to 
a depth of 3 feet. :\othing of interest was found, except one worked 
flint. The mound consisted chie fly of earth, stones being much fewer 
than in those hitherto dug. It appears to be an artificia l mound at 
least, and it is probable that the other two will prove to be similar. 

S)IALL DISC BARROW, OR l\IO U)J D, ON PI l\E Y SLEI GHT FARM. 

This tumulus lies in a field on the S. side of the farm; it is not on 
the most prominent part of the ridge \-"hich traver£<:s tIlt! field . It is 
circular, having a diameter of 24 feet, and is raisp.d about 2 feet above 
t ho bottom of the surrollnding ditch , near the pe riphery, but the ('('ntre 
is only one fo o t high. There is an "entrance " or gap in the raise<l 
ring, about 5 feet wide, on the S. side. 

EXCAVJ\T!O"i. 

The mound was d ug to a depth of 3 fee t . No cist or sign of 
a burial wa:s found. T he firs t 12 inches consisted of a reddish loam 
free from s tones . In it were small fragments of pottery, a few flints 
and some slag. No charcoal or bone was foun d . Below \Yt'rE: mllch­
weathered limestone slabs lying on what w as undoubtedly the 
weathered rock surface. No Ii.nds were made among th('~e stones. 

The pottery found is of five types : (11) coarse grey; (b) thin black, 
without granules ; (e) thin black, with granules; (d) red wheel-made 
pottery, "vith an ex te rnal gr<:cn glaze (? salt-glazed); (e) pottery with 
brown and blackish brown sections , reddi,;h on the surface ; apparen tly 
it contains no whi te granules; some was decorated with a triple raised 
line or fourfold groove, and other fragmen ts had a dotted line. 



135 
134 SECOND REPORT ON THE )1E!\'DIP BARROWS 

FURTI-IEH. EX<·AVATIONS. 

BARROW NO.4. BL\CKDOW:-1. 

This barrow adjoins the path \vhieh cuts anoss the lowel­
northern slopes of Rowberrow Wam'fl; it is about 500 yards W S,W 
of BM, 499.3 at S .W. corner of :.IIcndip Lodge: Wood, ' on the 
6 inch O.s. map. It consists of a roughly circular cairn of stones, 
having a diamet\:r of 37 feet, and an average height of 2 feet. It is 
of the simple bowl type with no ring. 

EXC.\\".\TION. 

Practically the whole of the mound was removed and the 
apparently undisturbed earth below was dug to a depth of nine 
inches. Although everything removed was Ca rdully sorted, no 
pottery was found, and only a vl'ry small quantity of calcined 
human bone, including a few human ll'eth, was encoun tered on tile 
original ground surface. A few partially calcined bones and teeth 
of domestic animals were found amongst the stones. No cist wa:; 
found. The mound is certain ly a barrow, but it contained no asso­
ciated implemen ts. At the conclusion of excavation the mound was 
replaced in the usual manner. 

BARROW NO.5. BLACI<DOWN. 

This is situated approximately 400 yards S.S.\'V. of the Bench 
Mark on cross roads near N.W. arm of Mendip Lodg(' Wood, and th~ 
S.E. corner of Rowberrow Warren. It is a roughly circular llC' ap of 
stones, chiefly O.R.S., its diameter is 18 feet , and it is about 2 feet 
high . The centre of the cairn was depressed. 

E XCAVATIO:\,. 

An area 10 feet in diameter was dug, in the cen tre of the 
mound, to a depth of 2 feet 6 inches, all the material takrn out 
being carefu ll y sorted. One or two fragments of burnt bone, probably 
human, were found along with a little charcoal, and a fair amount 
of modem pottery. Stones were found below the original surface of 
the ground , and the modern pottery was found among these ; frag­
ments of slag or iron ore were also found. The barrow has probabl,' 
been opened in fairly recen t times, as the modern pottery tends jn 

show. 
Mot ' ~n /\, BLACKDOWN. 

This is situated about 350 yards S.E, of the ranger's cottage , 
and alongside the Blackdown grass path to Cheddar. It is 20 fel'l 
in diameter,3 feet in height, and has a depression about 2 feet d< 'l'p 
in the cen tre. 
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EXCAVATION. 

A pit 2 feet deep and 15 feet in diameter was <lug in the 
centre of the mound, which was found to contain few stones, and 
was chiefly composed of earth thrown up from a ditch around 
it. The re w?-s no sign of a cis t, and the construction was en tirely 
-difi<' ren t from that of the Barrows 1-5. 

Three flin ts and some rough pieces of chert were found. One 
flint \\'a~ patinated white, had been burnt, and fom1s part of a typical 
round scraper or thumb flint. The other two flints are mere chips, 
and only slightly patinated. It seems very improbable that this 
mound \\'<lS a barrow. 

• 
MO UNDS B , C AND D. BLACKDOW~. 

There are three mounds, 350 yards S.E, of the Society'S hut, one 
Eac:.t and the other two West of the Goatchurch path, near its 
jntcrsection ,vith the Bbckdown grass road to Cheddar. The central 
one W,lS chosen, and N- Sand E- W trenches were excavated to 
a depth of 3 feet. Nothing of interest was found, except one worked 
flint. The mound consisted chiefly of earth, stones being much fewer 
than in those hitherto dug. It appears to be an artificial mound at 
lea;:.t, and it is probable that the other two will prove to be similar. 

SMALL j ; rsc BARROW, OR M01' :-:n, ON PINE Y SLEICHT FARM. 

This tUl11ulus lies in a field on the S. side of the farm; it is not on 
the most prominent part of the ridgt" which traverses the field. It is 
circular, ha ving a diameter of 24 fee t , and is rais(~d about 2 feet above 
i h bottom of the surrounding ditch,ncar the periphery, but tlJe centre 
is on ly one foot high. Then: is an "mtrance " or gap in the rdised 
ring, ahout 5 fed wide , on the S. side. 

EXCi\Vl\TION. 

The mound Wii::; dug to a depth of 3 feet. No cist or sign of 
a burial was found. The first 12 inches consisted of a reddish loam 
free from stvnes. In it were small fragments of pottery, a few flints 
and some ~ Iag. No charcoal or bone was found. .Bd()w \\"t'fc lIluch­
weathfl'l'd limestone slabs lyil1g on what \\-;h undoubtedly the 
\', l'athercd rock surface . No fm ds wcre made among tlwse stones. 

The pottery found is of five types: (il) coarse grey; (b) thin black, 
without granules; (c) thin black, with gran).ll('s; (d) red wheel-made 
pottery, with an t'xternal grew glaze (? salt-glazed) ; (e) pottery with 
brown and blackish brO\vn sedions, reddish on the surface; apparently 
it contains no white granules; some was decorated "vith a triple raised 
line or fourfold groove, and other fragments had a dotted line. 
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The types (b), (c) and (d) were found near the surface; types 
(a) and (e) appear to be typical Bronze Age pottery. Charcoal was· 
found at all depths, but was very scanty. It is not possihle to be 
certain that this artificial mound is a barrow, but it is highly probable. 

l\To F XJ) }''EA1~ BtiRRI);GTOX STATION. 

This mound stands in the grouncls of Latly Nutting's house, 
near Burrington Station. It is oval in shape, its dimellsion~ being 
80 feet by 36 fee t, and stands 7 feet 6 inches high. Afte r a trench 
hall been tlug it was discovered that the tumulus was merely the 
earth obtained in making a ditch on the N. side of the field in which 
it stood, and was about one hundred years old. 

TYNING 'S FAWI! BARROWS. 

'fhe sketch map (Fig. 2) shows the site of five barrows near 
Tyning's Farm. They are situated on a plateau at an altitude of 
850 feet, on the south side of the crest of Blackdown, just south of 
the alleged line of the Roman road, as shown on the 6-inch 0.5. map 
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(Somerset Sheet XVIII, S.W.). They are situatecl on a low-iying 
part of th" platean. 

NORTH BARROW. 

This barrow (Fig. 3) consists of a regular mound 5 feet high 
and 44 feet in diamete r. It is of the bowl type. 
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EXCAVATIOX. 

The tumulus \\';),5 opened in :\ priI, 1924, by digg ing a pit 
6 fee t square, practically in the centre. The northern half of 
the square was sunk to a depth of 5 feet, but th.e southern half 
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The types (b), (c) and (d) were found near the surface; types 
((/) and (e) appear to be typical Bronze Age pottery. Charcoal was· 
found at all depths, but was very scanty. It is not possible to be 
certain that this artificial mound is a barrow, but it is highly probable. 

l\JOl' :\ 1) :\"E,\R BCRRI:\"(;TO:\" STATION. 

This mound stands in the grouncls of Lady Nutting 's house , 
near Burrington Station. It is oval in shape, its dimensions being 
80 feet by 36 fee t , and stands 7 feet 6 inches high. After a trench 
had been dug it was discovered that the tumulus was merely the 
earth obtained in making a ditch on the )j. side of the fIeld in which 
it stood, and was about one hundred years old. 

TYNIl\G'S FARM BARROWS. 

The sketch map (Fig. 2) shows the site of five barrows near 
Tyning's Farm. They are situated on a plateau at an altitude of 
850 feet, on the south side of the crest of Blackdown, just south of 
the alleged line of the Roman road, as shown on the 6-inch O.S . map 
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(Somerset Sheet XVIII, S.W.). They are situated on a low-lying 
part of th :'! plateall. 

KOWfH BARROW. 

This barrow (Fig. 3) consists of a regular mound 5 feet high 
and 44 feet ill diameter. It is of the bowl type. 
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EXCAVATIO:>i . 

The tumlllus \\'as opened in A pri'\' 1924, by digging a pit 
6 feet square, practically in the centre. The n.orthcrn half of 
the square was sunk to a depth of 5 feet, but the southern half 
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only 3 feet 6 inches. The laye rs encountered \'.-e re: (I) 3 inches 
of turf and humus, (2) I foot of s tone:; and ve ry little hu mus, (3) 
yellowish loam. The second layer v,,'as of uniform depth throughout 
w ith the exception of the extrelllC S.\V. corner of the excavation, 
here the layer of stCll1e was about {our or Eve inches deeper, and 
immediately below it till' edge of a nat Iimc,;tone slab \\'as disclosed. 
In order to Ull cover this it was found necessary to extend the pit 
in a S.W. direc tion for about three fee t. Upon removing the stone 
the month of a .lJot was seen. Surrounding the pot , on a level with 
its rim, were a number of flat stones (Plate X, No.3), nearly all 
O.R.S., which had becn very carefully placed in position to form a 
platform . 

The stones were removed, and "with great care the whole of the 
earth around the urn for a dis tallce of abollt nine inchc:-; was ex­
cavated, so that the urn \',d:; leit standing in its origina l position. 
It was then examined and found to I>l ~ slightly c rushed and seve ral 
fragments were mi~:jing; thc,;e were found later, one three fl'ct to the 
west, and the remainder inside tbe pot. :\1::tny small root:; were 
growing in to the sides, which were very fr iable. After drying in 
sit·u, by a slow fire, it \\'<LS pos:-;ible io remo\'e the pot intact, with its 
con ten ts. The immediate ly :-;ulTounding earth was in three laye rs 
which only extended three inches from the urn. The top t\\'o-inch 
laye r was brown in rulom, the m:xt three inches were a mixture of 
charcoal and och reous fragment.s , and the remaining .lJort ion differed 
very slightly frOITl the und is turbed soil below'; the latter was t hen 
examilled to a depth of one foot. but was apparently undisturbed 
and yielded nothing. Fragllll'n ts of coarse pottery, charcoal, £lin ts 
and ('Jokined human bone were found scattered in the stone layer 
and immediately below it. 

P OTTERY. 

The cinerary urn (Plate XI, No.2) is bicllnical and resem bles 
some of the Rimbury Group, Type 4, Brollze Age IV - V 
(Abercromby) . It is b ipartite in st ructure , and its only decuration 
is a row of thumb marks at its angle. It is 10 inches in height. The 
paste is a light chocolate colour, of l ocal clay, and without an y ad­
mixture of stone fragm ents. Fragments of other vessels were present. 

The urn contained a large number of fragments of calcined human 
bones, one of them copper-s tained, and one or two flint fragments. 
The bones were from all parts of the body. The vertebrce showed 
osteo-arthritic lippin g ; the upper borde r of the great sciat ic notch 
of the right o::i innominatum was acute angled, i.e. female ; all the banes 
we re slender. No associated implements or \\"capons were found. 
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Then.: was about a handful of flint flakes and fragments , including a 
small flint knife from the stone layer, but none of these was typical. 
S:)lne crinoids were found, some of whid1 may have been used as 
bf'ads. 

The site of the barrow is a n a tural mound; in the course of its 
construction a small pit was dug, the urn 'placed in it, the earth, 
charcoal and ochreous fragments deposited around it, and the plat­
form arranged round the muutll of tbe pot. It is probable that this 
platform was a fc:w inchl:s higbe r than the rim at first, the flat stone 
being supported the reon, but the weight of the latter and the stone 
layer a bove it ca used the platform to :-;ink, thus crushing the urn . 
The whole mound was finally covered with a layer of stones to a depth 
of about one foot. The urn was simple and the grave goou,; poor. 

At th e- l"Onc1usion of the (:xcavation the pit wa~ filled in and the 
barrow re-turfl'd. The area around the pit will be dug and fUl'the r 
results published in the next report. 

SOliTH BARROW. 

This barrow (Fig. 4) is of the simple bowl type without a ring. 
It has a diamete r of 55 kd, and a height of 5 feet. 

EXCAVA'J'IO" . 

A trench 8 fcet long and 6 feet w ide was dug, its )l- S axis being 
2 fee t W. of the cen tre of the barrow. The ba rrow was composed 
mainly of earth, w ith thc exception of four sm all mounds of stones at 
a dep th of 2 fee t. These b y roughly in a semi -circle . Below mound 
::--10. I, and slightly to the N. of it , the ~ete skull of a horse \0­

was found. A foot beneath mound No . 2 was a <1QgJ; too th and a 
flint knife , while No . 3 yielued a flint saw and 1\0. 4 a flin t sc raper. 

Thc laye rs \\'e re as follows :­
( I) Just below tlte surface, a laye r , 18 inches deep, of humus. 
(2) Sandy clay, 2 fee t 6 inches. 
(3) A hearth, 3- 6 inches thick. 
(4) Undisturbed yellowish clay. 

T he excavation was then extended eas twa rds in the fo rm of a 
trench 2 fee t wide. An arrow-head and a iiin t rounde r we re dis­
cove red he re , among potsherds , at a depth of 2 fee t and 4 feet 6 inches 
from MOllnd :\'0. 3. 

The pit was then widened on the S . side to 6 fee t, and a collapsed 
and in vc rted urn was discove red 4 fee t 6 inches S . of the cen tre of 
the barrow. It lay upon a very large water worn limc,;tone "lab. 
A few flat vertical '; tones had been placed round it. Upon t i l(' up­
turned bottom of the pot "vas found a part of the ba ~c of anothe r 



138 SECOND REPOHT ON THE lIIENDIP BAJ'WO\YS 

only 3 feet 6 inches. The byers encoun tered were: (1) 3 inches 
of turf and humus, (2) 1 foot of s ton€~-.; and very little humus, (3) 
ye llowish loam. The second layer was of llnifnnn depth throughout 
with the exception of the ex treme S.W. corner of the excavation, 
here the layer of stone was about fou r or I1ve inches deCj.!t"r, and 
immediately below it the edge of a flat limestone slab was disclosed. 
In oruer to uncover this it was found necessary to extend the pit 
in a S.W. direction for about three fee t. Upon removing the stone 
tlte l1\outh ot ,l pOL \I'as seen. Surrounding the pot, on a level \lith 
its rim, were a number of flat stones (Plate X, No.3), n(":lrly a ll 
O.R.S., which had bcen very carefully placed in position to form a 
platform. 

The stones were removed, and 'with great care the whole of the 
earth around the urn for a distancp. of about nine inclJ(';s was ex­
cavated, so that the urn was Idt standing in its original position. 
It \l'a~ then ('xall1ined and found to be sli ghtly crush('d and ~cveral 

fragmen t.s we re missing; these were found late r, one three feet to the 
west, alld the remainder inside the pot. Many small roots were 
growing into the sides, which were very friabl e. After drying in 
situ, by :l slow fire, it \\';]'5 poss ible to remove tile pot intact, with its 
conten ts. The immediate ly surrounding earth was in three layers 
which ouly extended three inches from the urn. The top blo-inch 
layer WdS bro\l'n in colou r, the nex t three inches were a mixture of 
charcoal and ochreous fr:lgmen ts, and the remainin g portion Jifk'red 
ver~' slightly from the undisturbed soil below; the latter was then 
examined to a depth of one foot, but \\'as apparently undisturhed 
and yielded nothing. Fragmen ts of coarse pottery, cha rcoa.i, ti in ts 
and calcined human bone were found scattered in the stone laye r 
and immediately below it. 

POTTERY . 

T he cinerary urn (Plate XI, ~o. 2) is biconical and resembles 
some of Llw l~jmbury Group, Type 4, Bronze Age IV - V 
(Abercromby). It is bipartite in structure, and its on ly decoration 
is a row of thumb marks at its angle. It is 10 inches in height. The 
paste is a light chocolate co lour, of local clay, and without any ad­
mixture of stone fragments . Fragments of other vessels were p resent. 

The urn contained a large number of fragments of calcined human 
bones, one of them copper-stained, and one or two flin t fragmen ts. 
The bones were [rom all parts of the body. The vertebra.: :-;howed 
osteo-arthritic lipping; the upper border of the g-reat sciatic notch 
of the right os innominatllm was acute angled, i.e. female; all the bones 
were slender. No associated im plemen ts or \I'eapons were found. 
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There \I'as about a handful of flint flakes and fragments, including a 
small flint knife frum th" stone layer, but none of these was typical. 
Some crinoids were found, some of which may have becn used as 
b:,ads. 

T11e :-;itc of the barrow is a natural mound; in the Course of it,; 
construction a small pit was dug, the urn ·placed in it, the earth, 
charcoal and ochreou" fragments deposil(ed aronnd it, and the plaL­
form arranged round the mou th of the pot. It is probable that lhis 
platform was a f(~w illCh(".; higher than the rim at first, the flat stone 
being sl :pported thereon, but the weight of the latter and the stone 
layer above it t' aused the platform to sink, thus crushing the urn. 
The whok mound \\'as finally covered with a layer of stones to a depth 
of about one foot. The urn was simple and the grave goods poor. 

At the conclusion of the excavation the pit was lilled in and the 
barrow re-turfed. ThE' a rea around the pit will be d ug and further 
resllits published in the next report. 

SOUTH BARROW. 

This barrow (Fig . 4) is vf lht simple bowl type witho ut a ring. 
It ha,; a diamtlt'r of 55 kd, and a height of 5 f('d. 

EXCAVATlOl\'. 

A trencll 8 feet long and 6 fec t wide \1 as dug, its N- S ax is being 
2 feet \V. of the centre of the barrow. The barrow was composed 
mainly of earth, with the exception of fo ur smaiJ mounds of stones at 
a depth of 2 fee t. These lay roughly in a semi-circle. Below mound 
No .1 , and slightly to the N. of it, the COl!!£.lcte skull of a horse \' 
was found. A foot beneath mound 1\'0. 2 was a ~~ tooth and a 
flint k nife , while )Jo. 3 yielded a flint saw and No.4 a flint scraper. 

The layers were a.,; follows :-. 
(1) ] ust below the surface, a layer, 18 inches deep, of humus. 
(2) Sandy clay, 2 fee t 6 inches. 
(3) A hC<Lrth, 3- 6 inches thick . 
(4) Undisturbed yellowish clay. 

The excavation was then extended eastwards in the f0011 of a 
trench 2 fee t wide . An arrow-head and a flint roul1(\!-r were di:-;­
covered he re , among potsherds, at a depth of 2 feet and 4 fee t 6 inclws 
from !lIollnd No.3. 

Tile pit was t.hen widened on the S. side to 6 ft 'd , and a cnll :lp:'('d 
and in vertt:cl urn was discovered 4 fect 6 inches S. of till' ccn tre of 
lhe barrow. It \;1)' upon a very larg,: water WOl'll limt's tone slab. 
A few fiat venica l stones had been placed rollnd it. Upon the up­
turned bottom of the pot was found a part of the base of another 
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vessel. The limes tone slab was 2 fee t 9 inches below the surface . 
A certain amount of chan'oal and ochreous mixture similar to that 
l:ying round the pot in the ?\orth Barrow was found in con tact with 
the fragments of the urn . 

The pot is biconical (Plate XI , No, 4) and the decoration, in 
add ition to the cord pattern, displays the finger mark technique 
common in Type III , Southern Group I , Bronze Age III- V (Aber­
cromby) anJ later. From the rim four imperfo rate lugs project 
(e,g. Deverell Group, as well as above). Its height is 16 inches, The 

",hI 19)? L,,-, "'i~h r f( LT\. . 
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3. 4-. 

PLATE XI. 
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vessel. The limes tone slab was 2 feet 9 inches below the surface . 
A ce rtain amolln t of charcoal and ochreous mixture similar to that 
lying round the pot in the North Barrow was found in contact with 
the fragments of the urn . 

The pot is biconica l (pla te XI , 'No .4) and the deco ration , in 
addition to the cord pa ttern , di :sphys the finge r mark technique 
common in Type III, Southern Group I , Bronze Age- III- V (.\ber­
cromby) and later. From the rim fOllr imperfora te lugs project 
(e. g. Deverell Group , as we- II as above). Its height is 16 inches. The 
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paste is similar to that of the cinerary lIrn of the North Barrow, but 
black inside. The pot is probably bipartite. 

Its con ten ts included the calcined bones of an adult, of indeter­
minable sex, showing good muscular development. A few crinoids, 
flin t flakes and small fragmen ts of pottery were also presen t. 

The potsherds found belonged to a second vesse l; some were 
3 feet to the north of the urn, and at a depth of 2 feet, but others 
were found scattered in the hearth level, at a depth of 4 feet 3 inches . 
They were very much sca ttered , and did not appear to belong to another 
intennent. The paste was jet black, with a reddish exterior, soft 
and uniform. The pattt: rn consisted, as far as could be ascerlained, 
of fine parallel oblique lines formed of double dots, possibly produced 
with a plaited thong. The portion of the base found \)donged to yet 
another vessel, of which the paste was vc.ry hard and thinner than 
that of either of the other two. 

The flin t implemen ts found were as follows (Fig. 5) : ­
A barbed and tanged arrow-head (No.4). This is made of a fine 

honey-coloured flint, which had been patinated before the flint 
was worked. Its sides are convex, the surface flaking parallel, 
and it is a perfect specimen. 

A triangular knife (No.2). One angle is broken away, alld the two 
shorter sides are retouched on both faces . It shows signs of 
extensive use. 

A fragment of another knife or tranchet (No.3). 

A rectangtllar scraper (No. I). 

A saw or se rrated knife (No.5). The teeth are very ftne and the 


retouching is directed from the lower face . 
Besides the above there are three round scapers of flin t and one 

of chert; also another retouched blade and numerous un retouched 
blades and fragmen ts of flint; the patination varied greatly; a few 
were fire crackled. 

Several arrow-heads, scrapers and knives have been found during 
the past year in the adjoining eastern field, which is under the plough. 

The remainder of this barrow is being dug at the time of writing. 

WEST BARROW. 

This bowl-type tumulus (Fig . 2) has a diameter of 21 feet, and 
a height of 2 feet 6 inches. A trench 6 feet long and 4 feet wide 
was dug through the centre from eas t to west. ·A large cist, 4 feet 
long, 2 fed 9 inclws wide and I foot 3 inches deep was discovered. 
The walls were composed of irregular blocks of stone, the majority 
being O.R.S. The interspact's were filled with smaller stones . The 
floor was composed of flat stones roughly fitted together. 
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paste is ~imilar to that of the cinerary urn of the ~orth Barrow, but 
black inside. The pot is probably bipartite . 

Its contents included the calcined bongs of an adult, of indeter­
minable sex, showing good muscular development. A few crinoids, 
fiin t flakes and small fragmen t5 of pottery were also presen t. 

The potsherds found belonged to a second vessel; some were 
3 feet to the north of the urn, and at a depth of 2 feet, but others 
were found scattered in the hearth level, at a depth of 4 feet 3 inches. 
They were very much scattered, and did not appear to belong to another' 
interment. The paste was jet black, with a reddish exterior, soft 
and uniform. The pattern consisted, as br as could be ascertained, 
of fine parallel oblique lines formed of double dots, possibly produced 
with a plaited thong. The portion of the hase found bdonged to yet 
another vessel, of which HIe pas te was very hard and thinner than 
that of either of the other two. 

The flint implements found were as follows (Fig. 5) :­
A barbed and tanged arrow-head (No.4). This is made of a fine 

honey-coLoured flint, which had been patinated lx'fore the flint 
was workcd. Its sides are con vex, the surface flaking parallel,. 
and it is a perfect specimen. 

A triangular knife (No.2). One angle is broken away, and the two 
shorter sides are retouched on both faces. It shows signs of 
extensive use . 

A fragment of another knife or tranchet (No.3). 
A rectangular scraper (No. I). 
A saw or serrated knife (No.5). The teeth are very fine and the­

retouching is directed from the lower face. 
Besides the above there are three round scapers of flin t and one 

of chert; also another retouched blade and numerous un retouched 
blades and fragments of flin t; the patination varied greatly; a few 
were fire crackled. 

Several arrow-heads, scrapers and knives have been found during 
~he past year in the adjoining eastern field, which is under the plough. 

The remainder of this barrow is being dug at the time of writing. 

WEST DARROW. 

This bowl-type tumulus (Fig. 2) has a diameter of 21 feet, and 
a height of 2 feet 6 inches. A trench 6 feet long and 4 feet wide 
was dug through the cell tre from cast to wvst. A large cist, 4 feet 
long, 2 ket 9 inches wide and I foot 3 inchC's deep was discovered. 
The walls were composed of irregular blocks of stone, the majority 
being O. RS. The interspace:; were filled with smaller stones. The 
floor was composed of flat stones roughly fitted together. 
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\Vithin the cist were stones and earth and a few fragments of 
burnt bone, most of which were at the eastern end of the cist. The 
cremation appeared to have been carried out in situ, as some of the 
projecting smaller stones in the cist showed signs of having been 
burned, while at the western end uf the cist this was not so evident. 

Below the cist was a thin layer, about half an inch thick, consisting 
of black ea rth and burnt bone, resting un the original subsoil. Out­
side the cist, behind two of the smaller stones , a few fragments of 
burnt bone were found. Ku traces of pottery or bronze were ob­
served, and the rest of the tumulus was barren. 

CE1\TRAL BARROW. 

l\1idwCl.Y between the North and South barrows lies a burial mound; 
its diamder is JJ feet, ami its height varies from 2 feet 3 inches to 
3 feet. It appears to be of the bowl type. The top has several 
inden tations which gi \'C it the appearance of having been previously 
opened. It consists of a layer, abuut 3 inches thick, of turf and humus, 
followed by 18 inches of small stones mixed with black humus, 
12 inches of ILLrger stones, and 6 inches of yellow ish clay, then solid 
rock. 

EXCAL Hro)J . 

The whole of the centre of this barro';" was moved to a 
depth of 3 feet 3 inches , to the rock floor, a pit 12 fed in diameter 
being made. A couple of hanJfu!s of burnt hUl i1 Cl.n \)one, the scx 
and age: of which werr: indeterminable, Were found scattered throughou t 
the third and fourth laye rs. Three or four fragments of pottery were 
also found. They were composed of a coarse grained paste of a dark 
hrown colour inside, and light red outside. The flint finds included 
the following (Fig. 5) : ­

A triangular arrow-head (No.7). It is very similar to that of 
Fig. 388, Ancient Stone Iinplements, (Evans), and it is also 
similar to Cl larger unngured specimen in the Bristol lVIuseum, 
taken 	 by :VIr. A. Selley from a barrow on Wellington Farm, 
Velvet Bo t tom, near Priddy. It is of a type unusual in this 
part of the co untry. The patination of both the local arrow 
heads is white. 

A fragmentary lozenge ,.;haped arrow-head (No.6). This had been 
broken before 'patination had set in . 

Two microlithic knives (?\os. 8 and 9), \\' itll re touched backs and bases . 
A number of unretouched broken blades. 

For such a small tumulus the flint distribution is as dense as in 
the East Barrow (q.v.). All fragments are beavily patinated, and some 
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are 	fire crackled. The type and patination of the two arrow-heads, 
and of the other flin ts in the barrow seem to suggest that the barrow 
is of earlier date than either the North or the South barrows. 

EAST B.'\RROW. 

This tumulus Wig. 6)1 is of the bowl type, and has a diameter 
of 74 feet, and a height of 2 feet 6 inches. 
EXCAVATION. 

During 1924 six expeditions were made to this barrow, and 
the whole of the mound, to a depth of 3 feet, has now been 
removed and replaced. The layers encoun tered were as follows :_ 
(I) 	 Turf and humus, 8 inches. 

(2) 	 Loamy soil, I foot 9 inches, containing very few stones , all being 
O.RS. 

(3) 	 Apparently undisturbed so il in which were many more stones. 
A grey material, possibly ash, interspersed with pieces of charcoal. 

1 The diagram of this ba rrow was drawn before the excavation was quite 
comple ted . 
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Within the cist were stoo('~ and earth and a few fragmen ts of 
burnt bone, most of which were at the easten! end of the cist. The 
cremation appeared to have been cMried out in sitt~, as some of the 
projecting smaller stones in the cist showed signs of having been 
burned, \\"hile ,1t the ,,'estern end of til(' cist this was not so evident. 

Below the cist was a thin layer, about half an inch thick, consisting 
of black f arth and burnt bone, resting on the original subsoil. Out­
side the cist, behind two of the smaller stones, a few fragments of 
Gumt bone "vere found. No t.rac('s of pottnj or bronze were ob­
served, and the rest of the tumulus was barren. 

C ENTEAL B.\tnw\\,. 

Mid\\'ay between the North and South barrows li.es a burial mound; 
its diameter is 33 fce t , and its height varies from 2 feet 3 inches to 
3 feet. It appears to bl: of the bowl type. The top has several 
inden tations \V hich gi \'c it the appearance of having been previously 
opened. It consiSL::; of a layer, about 3 inchE'S thick, of turf and hllmus, 
follm;cd by 18 inches of small stones mixed with black humus, 
12 inclIe:, of lar~er ~tones, and 6 inches of yellO\\'ish clay, then solid 
rock. 

EXCA'.'ATION. 

The whole of the centre of this barrow was moved to a 
depth of 3 feet 3 inch (~s , ( 0 the rock fioor, a pit 12 fed in diameter 
being made. A couple of handfuls of bllrnt 11lJrnun hone, the sex 
and ag" of which wen' indeterminable, were found scattered throughout 
the third and fourth layers. Three or four fragmen ts of pottery were 
also found. Tlwv were composed of a coarse grained paste of a dark 
brown colour inside, and light red outside. The jlin t finds included 
the follo\\'ing (Fig. 5) :­

A iri :1l1gular arrow-head (No.7). It is very similar to that of 
Fig. 388, .1l1cient Stone Iinplcm r:nts , (Evans), and it is also 
similar to a larger unfigured specimen in the l::iristol Museum, 
taken by M1'. A. Selley from a barrow on 'vVdlington Farm, 
Velvet Bottom, ncar Priddy. It is of a type unusual in this 
part of the cuun try. The patination of both the local arrow 
heads is white. 

A fragmentary lozC'n ge shaped arrow-head (No.6). This had been 
broken before 'pa tination had set in. 

Two microlithic knivc:::; (r\os. 8 and 9), with retouched badzs and ba~es. 
A number of unretouched broken blades. 

For 	such a small tumulus the flint distribution is as dense as in 
the East Barrow (q.v.). All fragments are heavily patinated, and some 
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are fire crackled. The type and patination of the two arrow-heads, 
and of the other fiin is in the barrow seem to suggest that the barrow 
is of earlier date than either the North or the South barrows. 

EAST BARROW. 

This tumulus (Fig. 6)1 is of the bowl type, and has a diameter 
of 74 feet, and a height of 2 feet 6 inches. 
EXCAVATION. 

During 1924 six expeditions were made to this barrow, and 
the whole of the mound, to a depth of 3 feet, has now been 
removed and replaced. The layers encountered were as follows:­
(I) 	 Turf and humus, 8 inches. 

(2) 	 Loamy soil, 1 foot 9 inches, containing very few stones, all being 
O.R.S. 

(3) 	 Apparently undisturbed soi l in which were many more stones. 
A grey material, possibly ash, in terspe rscd with p!eces of charcoal, 

1 The diagram of this barrow was drawn before the excavat.ion waS qu ite 
completed. 
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appears In patches near the bottom of layer No.2, practically all 

over the barrow . 
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FIG. 6. 

Approximately at the centre of the bJ.rro\\· a pit burial was found . 
The pit was I foot 6 inches in diallleter, and was sunk 6 inches into 
the undisturbed subsoil. The top of the hole was surrounded with 
a circle of small stones, evidently placed there carefully, while the 
whole burial was covcreu with stones in ,"hich were flint fragments, 
including a thumb scraper. In the pit was a considerahle quantity 
of cal:::inel humCl.!l b:)nes of a muscular a' \ult, ~ex i:1detprminable, 
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J'esting on the top of a layer of charcoal. Partially em bedded in these 
bones were the following implements:­

An Amulet or Hone Stone (Plate X, No.4). This is 3 inches long, 
It inches wide and about ±inch thick. The surface is polished, 
and the cdge~ slightly bevelled. A hole, bored at one end, is 
coun tersunk on both sides. It is made of slate. 

A Hone Stone made of a polished pebble, about 2 inches long. 
No pottery was found in this part of the barrow. 

About 8 feet N.W. of the above burial, at a depth of 2 feet 6 inches, 
.a large flat stone was found lying horizontally . Nothing of impor­
tance was below this, but 5 feet from lhis slone, in the same direction, 
another stone was discovered. This was encrusted with a ~ inch 
layer of material of a bituminous character. Beneath this stone 
was an inverted clnerary urn (Plate X, No.2), complete with the 
exception of a small hole in the \\'cst side of it. The earth surrounding 
it was vcry dark in colour, and the encrusted layer, mentioned above, 
-extended (\owilwards, in the north and W(;st, nearly to tbe bottom 
()f the pol; this appears to be an attempt at sealing up the pot and 
its contents. The earth was removed from around the urn for a 
distance of 6 inches. Owing to the friable nature of the pottery it 
\-Y<L-; found necessary to dry it by placing a fire ronnd it. It was then 
possible to remove it in fairly large portions. The whole of the 
contents were carefully removed and washed, sifted and sorted. 
\Vhere the inverted top of the urn was resting were found:-­

Two barrel-shaped beads of jet. 

Two thinner beads of jet, much weathered. 

Two small disc beads and a triangular pendant , perforatu] in the 


cen tre, also mack of jet. 

t.u th02(: mell tionccl 

calcined human bones; 

<and deformed 

A pale turquoise blue tube of vitreous paste, in the form of a linear 
series of fused beads (Plate X, No.6). 

Fragments of beads simil:lr to the last, but of a dull green colour. 
A line bronze lozenge-shaj:cd awl (Plate X, No 5). 

According to Dechelette, in his class ification of the Bronze Age 
io)' Western Europe, the as.;<)ciatlOn of vitrcou,; paste beads, similar 

abJ v2, with lozen ge-shaped awls, denot.::s the 
F irst Epo':h of the Bronze Age, ca 13.C. 2500- 1900 B C, 


Charcoal was fairly abundant and the pot was neal:ly filled with 

these IX'long to two individua.ls, (1) an adult 

female, probably less than t\\'enly years of :lge, (2) a child, peliJaps 
about three rears of age, to judge from an astragalus, which is shrunkw 

by fire, and a decidu()us .molar. 

http:individua.ls
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appears in patches near the lJottom of laye r Ko. 2, practically all 

over the barrow . 
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FIG. 6. 

Approximately at the centre of the barrow a pit burial was found. 
The pit ,,\'as I foot 6 inches in uia1l1ctcr, and was sun k 6 inches into 
the undisturbed subsoil. The top of the hole was surrounded with 
a circle of small stones, evidently placed there ca refully, while the 
whole burial wa~ covcreu with stun<.;s in which were Hint fragments, 
includin g a thumb scraper. In the pit was a considerable quantity 
of cakined human bemes of a mclscular ;l'lul t , sex indeterminable, 
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J'esting on the top of a layer of charcoal. Partially embedded in these 
.bones were the following implements : ­

An Amulet or Hone Stone (Plate X, No.4). This is 3 inches long, 
I t inches wide and about i inch thick. The surface is polished, 
and the edges slightly bevelled. A hole, bored at one end, is 
countersunk on both sides. It is made of slate. 

A Hone Stone made of a polished pebble, about 2 inches long. 
No pottery was found in this part of the barrow. 

About 8 feet KW. of the above burial , at a depth of 2 fee t 6 inches, 
a large flat stone was found lying horizontally . Nothing of impor­
tance was below this, but 5 feet from this stone, in the same direction, 
.another stone was discovered. This was encrusted with a i inch 
layer of material of a bituminous character. Beneath this ston<.; 
was an inverted cincrary urn (Plate X, No.2), complete with the 
·exception of a small hole in the west side of it. The ea rth surrounding 
it was very dark in colour, and tht; encrusted layer, mentioned above, 
extended dowuwards, in the north ami wC'st, nearly to the bottom 
,of the pot; this appears to be an attempt at sealing up the pot and 
its con ten ts. The earth was r~moved from around the urn for a 
distance of 6 inch<.;s. Owi11g to the friable nature of the pottery it 
'wa;, found nec<.;ssary to dry it by placing a fire round it. It wa'; then 
possible to remove it in fairly large portions. The whole of the 
{;ontents were carefully removed and washed , sifkd and sorted. 
Where the inverted top of the urn \"as res ting were found:­

Two barrel-shaped beads of jet. 
Two thinner beads of jet, much weathered. 

centre, also made of jet. 

tu tho: c mentioned 

·calcined human bones; 

..and deformed by fire , and 

Two small disc beads and a triangular pendant, perforatld in the 

A pale turquoise blue Lube of vitreous paste, in the form of a linear 
series of fused beads \Plate X, No.6) 

Fragments of beads similar to the lao;t, but of a dull green colour. 
A fine bron ze lozen ge-:,har cd awl (Plate X, No 5). 

According to Dechelette, in his c\assifica lion of the Bronze Age 
lor \i\l este rn Europe, the aSS,.Ic iatlOn of vitr<.;ous paste beads, similar 

ab:wc, wi til lozenge -shal:ed awls, denotes the 
l .' irst Epoch of tile Bronze Age, ca Be. 2500-190~) B C, 


Charcoal was fairly abundan t and the pot was neal:ly filled with 

these belong to two individuals, (I) an adult 

female, probably kss than twenty years of age, (2) 3J child , perhaps 
about thn'(' :'l'ars of age, to judge from an ;J.stragalus, which is shrLlnk(:n 

a lkricluous molar. 
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POTrERY. 

The cinerary urn (Plate XI, No.3) appears to bdong to 
Type I, Phase I of the Bronze Age II. TIle angle is not quitt' 

. sharp and the ves.sd is bipariik, th8refo re it does not belong to the 
very beginning of tilt, se ries , but its early fea tures arc (II) the largest 
diameter is at the shouluer, (I)) the techniC[ ue of omamen tatioll belongs 
to an ea rly period, (e) the convexity d t!l(~ neck is due to distortiun; 
it is (·\' ident that it was originally ,;lightly concave. 

FLINTS. 

l 1le following flint impll'Il1 l':nts \\'crc' found scatte red throughout 
the ba rrow :­

A small tran chet (Fig . 5, No. 10) made of a th in flake uf grl:y 
unpatinated £lin t. The sides are incurvl'c1 and bear secondary cLipping; 
the latter is directed upward~ only on one side, and from both faces 
on the other. The base is un retouched, leaving a cutting edge .: 
th(' faces a lso are unretouchcd; the apex is blunted . It is somewhat 
similar to a specimen from Yorkshire figured on page 291 of Ancient 
Stone Implements (Evans); Sir John Evans was un ce rtain whether 
to classify thi,;, and similar implements, witb knives o r arrow-heads ; 
while the implement is not ill adaptl~d for the latter purpose , it has 
three cutting edges. 

The tip of a leaf-,;hapect arrow-head , and the butt of a triangular 
arrow-head . 

A borer (Fig. 5, :\0. II), with secondary chipping. 
A smaller borer, with a rcteJUched hint} ' fracture' on one side . 
Two massive retouched knives. 
Several bJades. 
Fragment of a. fine knife. 
Numerous co res and otber flint fragments. 
Most of these Rin ts have 8. sligh t bluish patin a- none were fire 

crackled. 
CO:\CU:SJG,\. 

The T yning's I;arm barrows do not form a con temporary group. 
We have seen that the secondary intermen t in the E ast barrow is 
probauly of B ronze Age I - II . The patin a ted flints from the Central 
barrow may, it is suggested, indicate a yet e<l rlie r date . The Nor th 
a.nd South barrows suggest Bronze Age I V- V, and the Wes t barrow 
differed from the others in ha"ing a cist. 

Our thanks ,tre again dHe to om Hon. President, Sir Geo rge A. 
Wills for permission to dig tbe Rlad:down barrows , to i\fajor E. R. 
i ,cae-roft for those on Rowbe rruw 'Warren , to A. J. I(. Lobhett, E.;q., 
fur that on Pin ey Sleight Farm, and to I\Ir. Small for those on Tyn­
ing's Farm. 
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