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pebbles were picked llut by hand, the materi a l of intermediate size 
remained on tht~ canvas, and the matrix or fin e materia l passed through 
the canvas to settle as sediment on the bottom of the bucket. Thesc 
three components of each s<l.mpll' have been kept and carefully labelled 
with the exact locality from which the respec tiyc sample was taken. 
The in termedia te comp()nen t will be searched for teeth , bones, shells 
and other Pleis tocene or m()re recent remains . The th ree compollents 
of the sample ,Ire being examined with a view t.o dete rmining as far 
as possible the precise origin of ti ll' various in gredien ts of the depos.it. 
If fa vourable results are obtained on the completion of this trench, 
all the other deposits will be tested at chosen points in the same way. 
The age of the depo:; it s, and those which a re likely best to repay 
excavation, wiJJ be fixed by the Pleistocene or recen t fossils. :\bo , 
in conjunction with a know ledge of the origin of the deposits it is 
hoped to be able to make some progress in the unrave lling of the 
sequence uf evcIlts which have gone on in t he cave, and the respective 
externa.l changes which ha.ve accompanied them . 

I am very much indebted to Mr. M. A. C. I-linton of the British .\[11­

seum, und pr whose guidance the excava tions in this caVe an: DOW 

being carried on, for \'aluable suggestions as to the correct md hud 
of work, and for identify ing all the ;-LDimal remains which have been 
found. 
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Report on the Excavation of Mendip Barrows 
during 1923. 

By H . F. R EAD. 

During the past year exc;L\'atiun ~ have heen made in seve ra l 
turnuli in t he Burrington D ist rict by this Society. None of these 
mounds a re marked on the six inch Ordnance Maps (1902), and no 
record of their examina tion is kn (l\m to IlS . All the barrows described 
below a re on B lackdown , and are 1111111t'ratcd in order of excava tion. 

SepuJchralmounds are co rnmoll on ;\'fendip. and many have been 
opened by ea rly in vestjgators, but unfortun ately almost all record 
of their la bours has been lost, and \\'ith the cxreptiol1 of urns from 
Rowberrow and .lJri ddy, and a grape cup from the lat ter locality in 
thc Bristol iVIusellm , the" fm ds ," have been lost . Therefore up to 
the present we hav E' had only the scanties t reco rds of the distribut ion 
and equipmen t of the Brun?e Age peoples in this di strict , and it was 
to amplify this evidence that the work desc ribed in thi s paper was 
Ilnder takt"rJ . 

B A I<I<.O \\· );0 I. (Fig . 14) . 

The positioll of this b" rro\l' is 980 yards east of the hench ma rk 
499 .3 fee t at the junction of the l<owberrow, B urrington and Lang· 
ford-Charte rhouse t racks. Il is situated on a level stretch of hea th 
betwcen Burrin gton Combe and Men dip Lodge Wood, which is an 
oll tlier of Blackdo\\ln , and is a bout 580 fee t a bove sea level. The 
valley of the Yeo , the hills on the othe r side of the ri ver, and the 
Welsh hills north o f the Severn ca n be' d istin guished from the site . 

The barrow is 4 1 feet in d iameter , and rises to a he ight of two 
feet six inches nea r the centre. It is made up of a centra l monnd. 
25 feet in diam eter , surrounded by a ditch now partially fi lled. Out­
side the d itch is a low mound 1~ inches high , <md five fee t wide at 
the base and comp le j'ely encirclin g it , except for an apparent gap of 
two fee t '-o ix in che~ to 1"Iw south . Both mouncl s a re greatly obscured 
Iy)' man y ant-hill s. 

E xrAVXfl ON . 

Digging operations were carried out in jb\· and JUlle 1923 . 
A trell ch was dug through the ga p in a northerl y direction , and 
widened so that most of the inner mOllnd was evcntually remoycd. 
The rn a teria l. moved wac; sorted carefully , It \\;lS found lhat thE' 
inne r mound <':o l1 s isted of three laye rs, all abov(' the ori,!2,"in:l1 SUrf:l'" 
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of Llw g round . The llppermos l layer w as r!1<1de of Old I-\ cc\ Sand­
stone blocks m ixed I\'itlt bbck humus. }Lany of t he blocks had 
been blackened by fire ; its dep t ll \V~l::; o ll e foot. The second Jayt'r 
was simila r Lo the nrst . b ut red so illcty bet\\'ecn lhe stones ; its depth 
was also one foot. The third layer was six incl lcs t hick, a.nd was 
composed of black and grey soil and :;toncs. This layer ex tended 
about six i t' d f rom the cen t re of the barrow in eve ry d irection. A t 
it.s nonhem limit. an d 011 t he original ground level srverallarge slabs 
of sandstone were founu lying horizontally . When these were re­
mOI·(·cI. a ci ~t two feet lhree inches wide, three fee l seven inches long 
a nd a foot deep was disclosed (Plate V. Nt) I.) The walls of the cist 
Wen: made of sandstone, and one limestone slab. The cis t was fill ed 
with earth , an d conta.ined the fragments of a beaker. but no 
interment . The barroll' is situated near the junction of t he 
Devonian and Carboniferous systems, and fragments of Old Red 
sandstone are ver~' common on the surrounding la nd. 

HEPCl RT 0); THE 1-:Xc'\\· .\T!OX OF .II EXDIP B ATOWII'S 67 

Fragm ents of coarse pottery, charcoa l, flints and calcined human 
bone were found thro ughout the third lay~r, but a illuch large: r quantity 
of po tsherds was found in tlw flbt amI second layers in a small area 
about four feet south of t.he centre. Apparently the cist represents 
a p rimary in tf'rmen t. while the calcined hnman bone and coarst' pot 
sherds reprc~('n t a much later burial. 

POTTEHY. 

The fr~lgments of puLkry. which were found against the west 
side of the cis t , were 50ft , moist and friable, breaking under their 
own weight; this was largely due to the altacks of b racken' roots. 
After removal, when the she rds had been dried they were fitted 
together and found to be parts of cl beaker or drinking cup (Plate V, 
[\ 0. 5) . T he paste was dull red in colour , o f a uniform tex ture , 
a nd 11ad heen fin ely ground . It conta ined no granule,.; of quart z 
or calcite. The vessel, which appea red to have been well 'b red, had 
an ovoid body . with greates t diamder a t one-third of thE' total 
]I(.; ight, narrowing gen tly abol'e to fonn a recurved rim. It was 
decora ted by eleven pa ra llel rovl'S of impressed marks, made by a 
slightly notched imtJ lement . llkn a plain zone, succeeded by twO 
parallel bands of ten barred chevrons sepa ra ted by another pla in 
zone . There was a fur ther plain zone a t Ule base . Followin g Lord 
Abercrom by' the beaker belongs to Type E, sub-type, Phase n. B . 
which li es half way through the period 2000-- 1500 B.C., that is near 
the beginnin g of t he Bronze Ag(·· in Brita in. It is the m()st northerly 
beaker fou nd in the wpst of Prm'incc I , tllat is, sU ll th of the Thames. 

he height of tl le v(;; ssel is 8* inches . anc!' the greatest diamete r 5 ~ 

in ches . 
The fragments of coa rse pottery found in the third layer wore 

made of a dark chocolate paste, without granules. which has been 
burnt to a ligh ter colour on the outside, and the interio r being a lmost 
black. Parts of a t least two po ts we re presen t, both being decorated 
w ith two rows a"f .. po t-Iwoks" (Pla te V, No.2). Simila r orn amen­
tation waS fo und on a cinera ry urn from a barrow on Hengis lbury 

tHeacl . Unfort unately insuffic ien t material was found to reconstruct 
these vesse ls . 
the rim was ro

bnt the 
unded sim

waJb 
ply . 

of the se, ond we re straight. and 

ASSOCI ATE D bI 

Two flint 
P I. E~IEN'TS . 

fra gmen ls and one knife (Fig 16, ;\0. 2) bear.ing 

Siudy ~.r B yilish BTO I1Z~ A ge Pol/cry . Vol. J, page 22, I'late 26. 
1:.vC'IIfJ illions of Heilgistbury Head, J. B lI she·F ox . Society o f .\ n tiq ll a ricci . 

LCindOD . 191.5, Plate II. 
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of the ground. T he uppermost b yer \Y elS made of Old r.: cc1 Sa ll d­
s tone blocks mi xed \\'i tlt black hmnllS. :'Irany of th!.: block s hact 
been blacken ed bv nre; its depth wa5 one fooL The second l ay ,~r 
was similar to t he ti rst, bnt red soil lay between the stones; its depth 
was also one foot . T he t hird laye r was six inches t hick , <md was 
com posed of black ann grey soil and stones . This layer ex tend ed 
about six feet. from the cen tre of the barro\'" in every d in.:dion. A t 
its nor t llern limit am1 on the original ground level sewral large sla bs 
of sandstone were found lying horizon tally. When tbese "" e re re­
moved, a cis t two fee t three incite,; ,,,vi de, three fee t seven inches long 
and a foot deep was disclosed (Plate V, r.;o I .) The wa lls of tb <.: cist 
were made of san dstone, and one limestone sla b. The cist was lilled 
\',:i tll earth, and con taincd the fragmen ts of a beaker. bu t no 
interment. The ba rrow is situated near the junct ion of the 
Devonian and Carboniferous systems, and fragments of Old Red 
Sand"l(JIle are ve l'\, cummon on the surrounding land. 
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Fragments of coarse pottery, ('harcoal, flints and cakined human 
bone were fuund throu ghou t the t hird laye r, bllt a Illuch large r ql1 anti ty 
of potsherds was fonnel in tIll' first and sec:nnd layers in a small area 
about four fee t south of the cen tre. Apparently' the ci"t represeob 
a primary in terment, wbile tbe calc ined human bone and coarse pot 
sherds rep resent a mucb later burial. 

POTTERY. 

Th(' iLlgUll'nts of pottery, which w(;rv found aga inst the west 
side of tIll' cist, were soft, muist and fri able, brvaking under their 
own weight; this was largely due tu the attacks of bracken ' roots. 
After removal. when the sherdsl1ad been dried tbey Were fitt ed 
toge ther and found to be pa rts of a beaker or drinking cup (Plate V, 
No.5). The paste \Va" dull reel in colour, of a uniform tex ture , 
and had been fm ely ground. It contained no granulp,; of quartz 
or calcite. The vessel, whicb appeared to have been well fired, had 
an ovoid body, \-vith grea test diall1eter a t one-third of the tota l 
height, narrowill g gently abo\'(' to fa 1111 a rcc urved r im . Tt was 
decorated by eleven pa rallel roil's of impressed marks, made by a 
slightly notched imt' lell1 ent, then a plain zone, succeeded by two 
parallel bands of ten barred chevrons separated by another plain 
zon e. There was a fur ther plain zone at the base. Following Lord 
Abercromb/ the bea ker belongs to Type B. sub-type, Phase II , B, 
wh ich lies half W'ly through the period 2000-1500 B.C., that is 111"ar 
the beginning of the Bronze Age in Britain. It is the most northerly 
beaker found in the west of P rovince 1, tha t is, sou th of the Tharni'6 . 
The height of tlie ves:;;el is 8i inches . ancl'the greatest diameter 5~ 
inches. 

The fragments of coarse pottery found in the third laye r \\'ere 
made of a dark chocolate paste , without granules, which has been 
bu rnt to i:l. lighter colour on the outside, ancl the interior being almost 
black . Pari~ of a t least two po ts were presen t , both bein g decora ted 
with two row,:; of " pot-book,," (Plate V, :\0. 2) . Simila r ornamen­
tation waS foun d on a cinerary urn from a barrow on Hengi::;tbury 
Head.:! Unfo ri un ately insufficient mat<;: rial was found to recons truct 
these vessels, but the walls 
the rim was rou nded simply . 

of the second were straight, and 

A SSOClATED 1MPl.EJ\ IE ?-:TS. 

Two flint fragments and one knife (Fig 16, ;\lo. 2) bearing 

I SllId" (If British BrOTlze A ge Pottery , Vo l. r, paRe 22, Pla te 26. 
EX(rIvmions of H engisll>ury Jiead, J H nsh c-Fox, Soci!;!t y o f ,-\nti cl na ri c:l , 

London , 1915, P la t l' I I. 
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secondary chippiIlt; ,,·e re- funnd ill side the ci ~ t, and a bo llt a dozen 
fdlgmen b of worked f1in t wert: fOllnd ill th e othe r le ve ls . T h e 
knife had IWl'n c rackled by fire . ,\ fe\l· frag men t:> of chert. s llch 
;1': i" often fonnd in t hc \c)(.:al t;;ubuniferuus limes tone , wcre al so 
discov<.' red. SOHl (:> of these may have heen used as implements , 

hnds of bCO'lke rs have prev iously been made in Somerse t a t 
\\"ick,:l Culborn e, EXll1oor; Win canton ; a.n d Barwick. The vessel 

described above ex tends the province o f the Bea k er fo lk to t he nonhern 
,:Iope of the :Vfenclips. 

It is l.l"ual to ftnd an inhumation with ·a beaker , but in ihis case 
t he cist, a lone was found , \I ·ithout a t race of an y unburn t human 
remains . Only lwo minute fragments of c dcincd human bones 
which had o b v iou;:.: ly fall en from the second a ry inte rmell t a bovl! , 
were foun d within the c.is!. It may be tha t owing to t he condi t ions 
nLtaining within lIle cist during the la.st three thOUSaJ1U years ur 
m ore , and t.he effect of (he roob uf the heat.h alld bracken g rowill g 
on the surface of the barrow, tht: bones ha ve b ecom e en t ire l)' disin­
tegrated , but ihis is u n certain . Carefu l 5l!arch has fail ed to revea l 
an y trace of such an in te rment. 

The practice of secondary inte rments in barrows is well-known , 
(.1I1e1 calls for little comment. In this barrow the inte rment \I·aS 
e rtainly lat(~r th <.l. l1 the bea ker periocl, but the quantity of pottery 

eli~c()vNrcl \Vas too m(:>agn~ for a det("Tmin tttion of it.s e xact p r riocl to 

be IllaJe . 

BARH.OW :-<u. 2. (Fi g. 15.) 

This barro\\" is s ituatcJ 200 yards sout h of Barrow ~u. I. It 
j,; a scarcely dist inguishable raised rin g about Dine inches high, J :) 

f rel dia m eter, and two feet six in ches wide at the base, 

E:\c,<\ V,.\TION. 

In the levr l spac!, enclosed , anel through the surrounding mound , 
a pit w as dug about six fee t square and two feet deep. Thi::; was 
in the south o f the barrow . Later this c:\cavation was supplemented 
by trenches to the east and west, so that eventually most of t.1ll' area 
of the barrow had been examined. U ndisturbed yellowish soil with 
few stones was fOllnd at a depth of 18 inches ; above were fragmen ts 
o i Old l~ecl Sa nds tone and humus. 

Six fee t south of t he ccntre , under a mound of stones six inciw,.; 
higher than th(: general ,flat surber, :L. cist was discove red. Three 
sides we re form ed hy large fiat stones s tandin g venicall y below 

3 Re;bort lnl til e E.u,(l va.li c>II of W ic11 B CII·r ow, H . 
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lhe o rigina l ::;tl rf:ln' of the ground; lhl' :-;Otltil wall was ahSl' llt. The 
floor wa.s composed of Dat stones Iih· a "crazy pavement. " Tli t' 
cis t \\·as lilled with earth in whicli \\·t:re a cou ple of handfuls of ca l­
cined huma n bones, which was Ic.<;s fragil e anci more easily identi fied 
than similar fragmen ts from Ba n ow ?'-io. I. Beneath the ~tones 

of the f10nr lay lInburnt bones of som e animal. probably pig. 
A small fragment o f coppr r about the sizl' of a threepenny piec~ , 

and n 11 Ll1 e roll;'; fra gmen ts of flin t were found around the cen tres o f 

the ba rrow . A large r rough Dint implement, and a small piece of 
h,ema tite , vvhich is common in tho.: luca lity, were found to the n orth . 

In th e \res t a tren ch w as di scovered runni ng eas t and west , unde r 
a large stone lying horizonta lly : Lhis wa~ filled by a black laye r, 
con taining charcoa l and Hin ts. It was eigh t inches wide . three feet 
long, and s ix inches d eep, and cclntained a little ca lcined bone, which 
may have been h uman. Onc of th t: flint implemen is \\·35 a large 
end scraper (Fig. 16, :\0. I) showing a consicierable amount of the 
cor tex o f the nodule, a nother was a fi a k l! knive, .0;0. 3. Perhaps 
the m os t impo rtant finci made in thr barrow was a lso d iscovered in 
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secondary chipping lI"ere fUllnd inside the c.i:;! , aJl(J a bout ([ dozen 
fdlgment,; o( \\·orkc(\ flin t wert: fonnd in til e other levels. The 
knih· had beC'n crackled by lire. !\ few fra gmen ts of chert. such 
a,; i,; oftl'n fOllnd in the local carhonif(: rous limestoJJl' , wcre al so 
di scovered. Sonlt' of these may have b CCJl used as imp lements . 

Fillds of beakers have previously been made in Somer:;el at 
\Vi (,; k,:', Cui borne , 1::x l11 oor; \Vincanton; and Barwick. The vessel 
descri bed aGove extends the province of UIC Beaker f{)lk to the northern 
sl(-)pe of the .\[cndips . 

[ t is usua l to fmcL an inhumatioll with 'a beaker, but in Uli s case 
the cis t, alone was foulld , without a trace of any unburn t human 
remains . Only two minu te fragmen ts of calc ined human bones 
wh ich Ilad obv iously fa llen from Uw seconda ry intermell t a bove, 
were found within the cis t. 1t may be that owing to the conditiollS 
obtaining within the cis t d uring t he lZL~ t three thous;'Ul d years or 
more , and the effect of the roois of t he heat h and bracken g rowi.n g 
on the snrface of t he ba rrow , the bonl.'5 have becorne entirely disin­
tegrated , but tbi s is un certai n. Careful search has fa iled to reyea l 
;my trace of such an in terment. 

The practice of secondary in terments in barrows .is well-known, 
and calls for IitLle comment. In this Darrow the in tennent wa,s 
ce rtain Iy .later than the be.­'lker pe riod , bu t the q uan tity of pottery 
discovered was too meagre fo r a de te rmin ation of its exact period to 

be made. 

BARROW N o.2. (F ig . 15,) 

This barrovv is situated 200 yards south of Barrow No. I. It 
I S a scarce ly distinguishable raised ring about nine inches h i.gh, 35 
fee t diamet er , and two feet six in che~ wide at the base . 

EX CA VATION. 

In the level space enclosed, and through the surrounding mOlllld , 
a pit wa,; dug about six feet square and two fee i deep. Thi ~ \\"a ~ 

in ihe south of t he barrow. Later this c:\cavation was su pplemented 
by trenches to the east and wes t, S(l that e\'cntuaUy most of the area 
of the barrow had been examined. Undisturbed yellowish ,;oil with 
few stones was found at a depth of 18 inches; above were fragmen ts 
of Old Heel Sands tOlw and humus. 

Six fee t south of the centre, under a mound of stones ~i:\ inclw~ 

highe r than the general pat su dacc , a cist was discovered . Three 
sides were form ed by large flat stone::; :;tandinl{ vert ica ll v be low 

3 Heport on the E r cflvali(/lj of W 'i ck B(l1'}'01I.J , t-I. 
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the original smfa.c of the gronnd ; the ,.;ollth wall was absent. The 
floor was COlli posed of tlat :; toncs like a "crazy pavemen t." The 
cist \\'as filled with earth in which wert> a couple of handfuls of ca l­
cined human bones, which was less fragil e and more easily identi fied 
than similar fragments from Barrow No. I . Beneath the s tones 
of the floo r lay llnburnt bones of some animal, p robably pig. 

A small fragmcnt of Copper abou t the si7,c: of a threepenny piec_, 
and numerous fragment,; of Hin t were found arollnd the centres of 
the ba rrow. A large r rough Din t implemen t, and a small piece of 
h <:em3.titc, which is common in the locality, were found to the riorth. 

In the west a trench \y:l ~ discO\·C' r, ·J rUllning ea::it and west, under 
a large stone lying horizontally ; this was fill ed by a blacl< layer, 
con taini ng cha rcoa.l and j·lints . It was eight inches wide, three fee t 
long, and six inch(',; deep, and con tained a little calcined bone, which 
may have been human. One of tile flint implements was a large 
end scraper (Fig. 16, :\(). I) showing a considerable amount of the 

ortex of the nodu le , ano ther was a flake knive, :0:0. 3. l'crhap,; 
the most importan t tind m:lde in the barrow was abu discovered in 
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thi;; hearth; it was a small fragment of a Jloli~lted flint implement, 
possibly a celt, parinatE'd white, its edges bearing mark;; of <lppan-'nt 
usaf!e as a knife ( ~ o. 4). 

The cist has heen disturbed at some re-mute p(,riod, and any 
pottery it may ll:tve originally containeJ has vani,;hcd. This i:; 
unfortunate since it pr("\'<-n h accurate determination of the age of 
the barrow. However, the cist and in :-;OIlW \\'ays the barrow, arc \'( :ry 
similar in constrnction to BarnJ\\' :';0. I, and possibly both date from 
ihe <;ame time. The polished flin tim pJt..men t supports this h~']lothesi ~ . 

Against an (;arly ua te for the tumulus is ihe occurrence OJ cakined 
human bone in the cist, but L!Ii;; ll~<I\' have been introduced at a 
la ter burial. 

BAH. ROW Ko. 3 . (Fig. 17). 
The site of this b,[rt'ow is on the northern slope of BbckdoWll, 

111 lhe valley of the brook which disappea rs into I-<ead's Cavern. 
It is 700 fee t south lI'est of the bench mark mentioned above . Its 
elevation about 550 fee t above O.D. Like the flrs t ba rrow, it ('on­
,i~b of a central mound surrounded by a circular mound (fig. 17). 
The maximum diameter is 35 feet. The mean heigltt of the central 
('aim i~ twelve inches , but the surrounding mound ri se,; to two ieet. 
and is about Jive fee t wide at the base, 

E"CAVAT10J\ . 

The barrow wa~ cxc;lvat(:d in June 1923. The :' lones . which were 
of Old Red S;'l.l1ds tone and limes tone, were removed f rom the cen tre 
of the imwr mouncl, and digging commenced in the stony yellow 
earth, below the original surface of the ground. Almos t direc tly in 
the centre of the harrow a number of \·'crrical slabs We re disclosed ; 
they fonTKd a kind of de~el1('r<1 te cist, without ca}J~i.ones. The top 
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of the cis t was flush with the origin al surface level. Inside was a 
very large collapsed urn (Plate V, No.4). The absence of roofing 
s tones and the depredations of bracl<en root" had resulted in the al­
mos t total destructio n of the large pot , wl1iclt had been placed mouth 
downwards. The ba.se and walls had fallen in, le;;lvin g a colla.psed 
beap of sherds, which crumpled when touched. Adj acent to the 
sonth side of this heap lay a pygm y vessel, which was almos t intact. 
?Ieasurements of t he im'ertcd rim were m ade in situ . It wa:j found 
to be II ~ in ches by 13i in ches ; this lack of sy mmetry bein g certain ly 
due to distor tion. About on e ou ncc o f calc ined bone in a pasty 
condition , one small Hint chip, an d seve ral rough pieces of chert 
camc from insioe the cist. On the n orthern border among the cal­
cined bone lay fra gments of ill e cheek tooth of a horse. 

I'OT'rE RY. 

The paste of 1' be large ' cinera ry urn waS exceellingly coarse, 
section s of crinoids an d p ieces of limestone half an inch long h avin g 
been introd uced along with the grit used to strengthen the fabric. 
T he sherds resembled in man y ways some found in l-i.ead's Cavern, 
lJciJ1g bla.ck ins ide and some a t least having a red ochreo11 s exterior, 

JS' 
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this hearth; it \\'as a small fra.gmen t of a polislll'cl flint irnplement, 
possibly a celt, patin~ted white, its edges bearing marks of apparent 
usage as a. knife (\:0. 4). 

The cist has lJ(;'l'n disturbed at som~ remot e period, and any 
pottery it may ktvc originally contaim'd hao; vanished, This is 
lInfortunate since it preven ts accurate determination of the age of 
tl](~ barro\\". However, the r i ~ t and in sO llle \\"ay:-; the barrow, are very 
~;imilar in constr\lction to Darrow ;\ 0. I, and possibly both chie from 
the same time. The PQlislwd flint imph-lIwnt supports thi s hypothesis, 
Against an early date for the tumulus is the OCCU1Te'l\ Cl ' of calcined 
hum~ll1 bone in the cist, but this may have uecn introduced a t a 
]a ter burial. 

!3.\EEO\\' N o.3 . (Fig . J, 7). 
The site of this barrow is on the northern s.lopc of Blackdown, 

ID the valley of the brook which disappears inti) E ead 's Cavern. 
It is 700 feet south west of the bench mark mentioned a bove. Its 
elevation about 550 fee t. above O.D. Like the first barrow, it (On­
~i sts of a central mound surrounded by a circular mound (Fig. 17). 
The max imum di;lmeter is 35 fee t. The mean h(:igltt of tht: cent ral 
ca irn i!> twc"."e inches, but the surrounding mound rises t() two leet , 
and is a uou t live fee t wide at the base. 

EXCAVATlO~ . 

The barrow was excavated in June 1923. The ~ tones, which were 
of Old l\.ed S;mdstone and limestone , were ren lo\ 'cd from the centre 
of the ifl!wr mound , and cligging commenced in the stony yeLlow 
earth, Idow the original surface of the ground. Almost directly in 
rhe centre of the barww a number of vert ica l slab,; \\"(~ re disclosed; 
the V form ed a kind of degenerate cist, without capstones . The top 
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of tI;" ,'ist v;as flu sh with the origin al surbc(! leyel. Inside was a 
vcry large collap:;ed urn (Plate V, 'Ko . 4). The absence of roofing 
.-i t.ones and the depredations of bracken roo ts had result ed in the al­
most totaJ destruction of the large pot, which had been placer! mouth 
downwards. The base and wa lls had fallen in, leaving a collapsed 
heap of sherds, which crum pled when touched. Adjacelll to the 
souih side of this heap lay ~l pygm y vessel, which was almos t intact. 
7I Ieas uremcnts of the in verted rim were made £n Sitlt . It was fo und 
to be 11 ~ inches by 13 ~ in ches : th is lack of symmetry being ce rtainly 
cl ue to distortion . About one ounce of calcined bone in a pas ty 
condition , one small Aint chip, and several roug-h pipet'S of cbert 
came from in ,; icJc the cist. On the northern border among tbe cal­
cined bone lay fragments oJ the cheek tooth o ( a horse. 
P OTTE RY. 

The paste of the large' cinerary urn waS exceedingly coarse, 
~ec tion s of cri noids and pieces of limestone half an inch lon g having 

en introduced along with the grit used to strengthen the fabric. 
The shenJs resembled i11 'man y ways some found in J\.eac\'s Cavern, 
be ing black in side and some a t least having a red ochreous exterior, 

3" -------------------­ " 
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FIG. 17. 
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half sec tion . The fragment.:; which 1I1lmbered o ve r a hundrt.:d \\'e re 
allowed to dry and hardell , a nd a fte r infinite labo\lr a reconst ruction 
of the nrn \\'as m ade (Fig. 18). The vessel is of the enl a rged Fooel 
Ves!'-el Type 7 (A bercromby) . Tht' base is (lve in ches ill diame ter , 
a bove which the body expan ds to a hori zontal rib decorated with 
imperforate depressions a bo u t half aLl inch apart, a nd expa.n ds more 
gently to a ra ised rib decorated in a s imilar manner, hut with la rger 
depressions at slightly greater in te rvals . Be tween the raiSt'd rib, 
a nd the rim is a cylind rical co ll a r orn amented with a simple design, 
made by the impressing of a co rel in to the past e be fore Itrillg-. The 
rim exp,lllcls to a fi a t lip ha vin g fo ur para llel impressed cord m arks. 
The diame ter of th r rim is 18 inc hes, a nd the tu tal h(-' ig h t of the pot 
19 indk's. 

&!.!c at.."... ~~~~ 

FIG. 18. 

The p ygmy cu p (Plate V, No . 3), is made of a l1l uc ilfinc r past 
than tile large r urn. T he colour is the same , but t he re is no stone 
or g-rit in ih ('(JlIlpo~ition. It is 2} incht's bigb , ratl1cr ba rrel shap ed , 
and entirc l\' devoid of Onl<tlllent. 

Since t he la rge urn is of the enl a rged food vt.ssel ty pe t his illt e r­
men t could have been made in t he la tter por tion o f t he P eriod of 
Bronze Age II . elatin g from 1400 1150 B. C.1 

The exca vations described a bove s h (' \\ ' tha i fhe nor t he rn s lopes 
of Blackdown were inhabited for a large part of t he B ron ze Age a l 
least. The practice of scatterin g potsherds thro ughou t the ma teria l 

1 l bid ., Vol. IT., page 109. 

PLATE V. 



72 REl'O HT O~ TJ-IF EXCA \ ·.\TJO:.J OF ) IEl\ DlP BAHIWWS 

half section. The fragments which nllllllw red over a hundr~d \yere 
allowed to dry and hardell, and aItt:: r infini te labuur a recom;truction 
of the urn was made (Fig . 18). The " esse I is o f til e enla rged Food 
Vessel T yp e 7 (Aberc romb\·). The: base is five inches in d iarne te r, 
above which the body exp,ulds to a horizontal rib decorated with 
imperforate depressions abou t half an inch a pa rt , ,'ll1d expan ds more 
gently to a ra ised rib decorated in a si milar manne r, but with la rge r 
d epres:-; ions at slightly greater in terva ls . Be tween t he r a ised rib , 
and the rim is a cylindrica l coll ar orn amented with a simple design , 
made by the impressing of a cord into the pas te hefo re (i ring. The 
rim <:: xpands to a fiat li p havin g four para ll el im pressed corel marks . 
The diam eter of the rim is 18 inches , ,mel the to tal h('ight of the pot 
19 inches . 

Sc~!f: -( _s. :..,;.....:".._._'-_._-.: 

FIG. 18. 

The pygm y cup (Plate V, No.3), j,: m ade of a mucll nner p as t 
t ha n the la rge r urn. T he colour is the same, but there is no s tone 
or grit ill its composit ion. It is 21 inches h igb, rather ba lTel sha ped , 
and entirely de\'oid of Orn a llH'llt. 

Sin ce th l:' large urn is ()f the ,·olargcd food V(s,:e\ type th is jll tcr· 
men t could have been made in the la tter port ion o f the Period of 
Bronze Age n, dating from 14()O ! 150 B.C. 1 

The exca" a tions c1esc l;bed above shc\\' tha t 1he no rthern s lopes 
of Blackdown were inhabited for a hrge part of the B ronze Age at 
least. The prac tice of scatterin g potshen.1s thro ughout the materi ;.( l 

1 Tb i tt ., Vol. JI. page 109. 

PLATE V . 

http:potshen.1s


-'J
REPOHT 0:\ TIlE EXCA\'ATIO:\ OT" ,\IL i\ J)IP fl. \IWo\\'S I., 

of the burial mounds has not ye t been discove red in thi,.; di strict, 
but t hough ftin t does not occur naturally wi thin 25 miles of Burringt()n, 
fragmen ts of that mate rial are plentifully :;catiered around each 
interment, 

Work is proceeding in othe r mounds in this dist rict , with sati,.;­
factory reslllts, and it is hoped that \\'ithin a year much m ore will 
be known of the Bronze Age on :'Ilenclip, 

The \'.Tiu·r '\'ish\.'~ to acknow ledge his deep indcbtcdn c!:is to }[r. 

Herbert Taylor fo r the VLl!:i t amount of Iab()ril)ll ~ and skilful \,;ork 
which he h;., ('xpc-nc1ccl on the recons truction of the potte ry, and 
in many otller \\'ays, \/I,Iithout hi s a id the Illajorit y of the material 
Obtai11Ccl would have ~'iclded little evidence, 

Finally we \"i sh to express our thanks once J11on' to our 
Hon, President , Sir C, A , \~I ill s for permission to excavate on Ilis 
esta te , a nd a lso to ~lr, \\' il!iams fur permission to excavate a baITt\\', 

at Pinney Sle ight Farm . 

.. 
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of the buria l m ounds has no t ye t been Jiscow:rcc\ in lhi ,:; dis tric t , 
but though ililll does n o l occur natllfally wi I hin 25 m iles of Burringlon, 
fra gments of that ma terial are plentifully scatte red around each 

interment . 

Work is p roceed ing in other mounds in this dis trict, with sa tis­
facto ry results , and it is hoped tha t within a year much more will 
be known of the Bronze Age on Menclip . 

The \\T i to-I" " 'j,dles 10 acknow ledge h is deep inr!cbtec\ ;lc-,:" to ~J r. 
H e rbert T a\'lor fo r the vast amount uf la boriolls and skilful \\'\lrk 
which he l\il '- ,·xpr·ndcd on the reconstruction oJ the pott l" L'Y, and 
in many oth!;r ways . Without hi s aid the ma jorily of the material 

btained would have yielded littl e evidence . 

F ina lly we \\ i;;h to express our thank,.; oncl' murl' to our 
H on. President, Si.r G. A. \Vills for permission to excavate on his 
estate , and al so to :'>lr. Willia11ls fo r p ermi:;sion to excavate a barrow 
at Pinney Sle ight Farm. 


