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Third Report on Rowberrow Cavern.
By Hurprer Tavior, M.C., ALB., Cu.i3,

Two short accounts of Rowberrow Cavern and its excavation
have elready appeared in these Proceedings.! Tt has not been pos-
sible to continue the work since August, 1923, but the owner has
now kindly given pernussion for it to be resumed.

IxcavaTion.

A further 11 tons of clay and stones have been removed and
sorted. The total now cxeeeds 200 tons, of which about two-thirds
has Dbeen derived from the cave, the remainder from the Zarrow
Run. All the material from the cave and from the adjacent 10 feut
(approximately) of the Barrow Run has been sorted : and in addition
frequent large samples of the remainder, which were invariably barren
of obyccts of interest from an archaological point of view. The ex-
tent of the excavations 15 shown in figure ¢ (plan and clevation).

The deeper strata have not been reachcd since the digging of
the original trial pit, it having buen decided to clear first a large
arca of the cave to the depth ol tiie “ Cemented IFleor,” the dividing
line between disturbed and undisturbed  deposits.

STRATIFICATION.
(Lig. 10.)

Considerable additions nuist be made to the previous account.”
The layers are as follows :

1. Haonus, 3-ins. thick, present only near the cave mouth,

IT.  First Clav and Steies luver. 2} to 4 {eet thick.  Mese of
the clay has entercd from the hillside via the mouth, or throngh
fissures in the roof ; some is derived from weathering of the von-
glomerate voof and walls, which are also the source of the ston
Various small hearths, medieval and modern, are present. The
coittents are chiefly borcs of domu<tic animals, but owing to distur-
bance by badger and rabbit, a considcrable nuwaber of articles of
most types occurring in the first four layers are found in this one.

Ila. The t;.ov Hearth, Tt has been mentioned that the maxi-
mui incidence of Romano-Britizh pottery and coins was in tie lowest
foot of layer II, and the hypothesis that an occupation level had
existed at this depth was propcsed” Recently a definite grevish

1 Proceedings, Vol I, Nos. 2 and 3.
2oL, No. 2.
4., No. 3.
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FIG. 10.

Learth was found in J.K. 3 and 4. Tt kay at w depth of 3 1o 3% { ¢,
wax about 3-ins. in thickness, and wis separated by rather more
than 3-ins. of reddish carth fram the Black Band. It containe:l
Romano-British pottery ;) pottery decorators and bones of dome:*ie
animals und decr, many charred. The colonr was duce o chareoal.
Thee o orth o was disturbed in most places, wd contained Tragime s
of waste iron similar to that in the Black Band, bnt . <¢ wore
fow,

I The Black Band. “This layer rarely exceeds 6 s in thick-
nes<. Tt comes to the surface on the Westem! stde of the cave,
wheve it lies upon a stalagmite shelf, but it is usual.ly found at a
depth of about 4 feet. Trie 1 towards the back of the cave it becomus
thinner, and ©ooms to disappear in the squares marked N oon the
plan ; its it in the opposite dircetion is prol bly marked by traces
of an veenpation level foimd in the Barrow Run, 10 fect in front of
vhe cave moutll. In squrres L3 and 4 ic hilled a pit, apparently
duz to a depth of 18-ins. throngh the Cemented Floor, at tl bottuin
of whicly flar stones had been laid o forni a feer. ™ The upper surfaces
of some ot thi « stones appeared (o have Loen fired, ond at leet
ene had iron fused on to it. The pit contained much slag and chae-

4 Owire o uodmee arate o s Liorirg, possil e dee to the

preoxiev of frenin the Blck 1o the oreent L on ot the cave
e tle oo v ot wie e wrrvet
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coal, but few hones and little pottery; it may have been a furnace.

The colour of the Blo: k Band is due to charcoal and iron, both
of which are very abundant. The latter occurs chiefly in a partly-
sttt d form. oftin mixed with charcoal fragments.  The other
aorecteristic contents of the laver are pottery of Lo Tene rvpe,
nd bones chiefly of domertic animals and deer, very many being
searred.

IV, S 3 L evd Stenes s, Similar to the First, this
lar 7 separatex the Jiack Band from the Comented Tloor ino fow
place inoone or two of which it was undisturbed.  Tts nuaximmmn
thickness was a foot.  In undisturbed ar = its only contoats were
fiint implements of Ncolithic tvpe, and a very few bone it ments.
1r adso fills the gaps wnd cracks in the Cemented loor.

Contents : To iudge by the presence of a  .alazmite crust,

st if notall, of the flint implements found in the cave may belong
this layer, ov to the extrane upper surfiv e of the next; and alko
“ne perforuted cvstor shadl, bones of horse, deer, badger, fox and
bl w charred ;o few rodent bones, not vet identified ; snail
shells of aoryvee sall fonnd n the cave . and a htle charcoal.

V. The .. .07 Foor s an incomple o breecia floor, composed
o oones of vary ne size, with red clay, canentoid together hy -ialag-
utitc. The stones appear to fa derived from the ool of the cave.
Iy wooms dikely that the Eme-sialts wore dis-olved from the stalactite
which onee covered mche of the toof, and redeposited i this Floor ;
“hie goeneral deposit of stalactite on the roof and walls being of muich
¢ ier date and corre-ponding with the stalagmite on the bonlders
in layer X.

Tiv Comented Fleor vioies from nothing to 6-ins. in thickness,
excopt by e Weetern wall, where it formz a . nelf more than 3
coo thicks Tl lower surfae o of shielf and floor seems to be approxi-
nuttely o hovizenal plane, at o deoth or 4 to 3 foet below the surfaer
of the present depasit.

t 15 probable that this laver was of colatively slow {formation,
wrig therefore the kv o bolow i of considerable age, for:

v When the Blac: Band bosan o be Jadd down, the depesit

Ldagmie had censn L Cosation of @ deposit s likely o be
- adual, provided the door remains dry enongly, and thie drips continue.,

Ay Thick avcas of the @ aor do not corvespond to modern drips.

v A the maverial vin - ocueath this Hoor s gravel of the cave

vanl, as ~oons likely, the U main volh v front of the entrance
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must huve been decpencd. say, 30 fect, and two lateral valleys over
40 fect deep have been formed since the pericd represented by the
under surface of the floor.

The contentsinclude @ One chip of flint, probubly of human origin,
found 2-ins. deep in the top of a stalagmite boss; (in such a site, two
luches may be only the equivalent of a film clsewhiere) ; snail shells, un-
idenofied ;. and numerous fragments of rodent Lones, only two ot
which are identifiable ; thev are a lower incisor of the long-tailed
field mouse, and a metacarpal of rabbit.> Both of these came from
the upper surface of the stalagrmiite. In some plac  [ragments of
snail shells are xo numecrous, and complete shells seo rare, as to suggest
the ageney of birds.

VI. The Upper * Subangular ' Graved, 14 to 2 fuct thick.
This layer ix composed, I think, of débriy from the conglomerate. not
much rolled. The upper part is scarcely at all stratified. the lower
part well. This and =ubsequent layers have only been exposed by
the trial pit; all were barren in the small area examnined, with the
exception of VII.

VII. The Second Bone Laver, 3-ins. thiek. This 1s merely
a stratum of the last, at a depth of 6 feet below the pr nt surfac.
in which a few tiny frogments of bone were Tound. They were probs-
ably mammalian; it s nocertain whether they had been rolled.

VLI Pebbles : a 4-in. thick layer of small rounded pebbles of
rather uniform size.

1X. The Lower © Nubengilay”” Grocel, 2 w0 2} feet thick,  This
1s well stratified.

X, | flat rock surfuce, cither a very large bouider or a solid
shelf, was found at a depth of 9 feet on the Western side of « . pit
but nearcr the centre of the cave there were loose conglomerae
boulders. some stalagmiic-covered.  Between these wore atr-spa. s,
scantily filled by gravel. A rod wax thrust in, it is suid, w a ors’
depth of 10 feet amongst them, but only the upper three fect were
examined.

FINDS.
Huaax Boves.

A canine tooth was found in the third fooun. Of the four [rag-
ments of human bones found, three lay in the Firzt Clay and Stones
layer; the other was found at the depth of the Sceona Bone layer,
but beneath recently-fallen earth. Since so few have buen found in
the targe uvea of superticiul muterial excavated and these in the enhy:

5 I TDrdnenu [y MUAL O ntoen, 1o
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iwo pliwes where disturbance = known to have extended below the
Cemented Tloor, it is possthle thur all were derived from some laver
below that floor.

Axmvarn Bozes,
New species identilivd are : Cat (7 wild) ; bank vole: bat (sp.};
long-tailed held monse.

Porriry.

Although a little more Romanu-British and ?La ‘I'éne pottery
has been found, no vessels can he reconstructed.

Two or three fragments vesemble Bronze Age material. One
¢ [ tiese s reddish, and bears a pattern composed of dotted lincs,
~rming chievrons. The dots were made by an instrument with a
Staewhat rectangular end.

BoxF ARTIFACTS.
(Plate 11.)

These are mostly potter’'s implements.

No. 5 is a polished fragment of compact bone, closelv re mbling
Romano-British potwry liuvrs roe ntly found at Keynsham, but
paving a fme cliscl-like point.

No. 6 is a rough fragiuent whose point has been worn smooth
T,

Nou. 7 has a fine polished tapering end about an inch long, the
remainder being unworked.

No. s a fizh-shaped ragment of a large bone. The rounlid
lges may have been intended for shaping vessels; the broad flat
il bends out of the plane of the rest of the implement, and is polished
on one side by use, perhaps ax a burnisher.

No. 3 may have be¢en a similar type, but it has been broken.
The small picee found has broad shallow grooves upen one side close
to the convex cdge.

No. 2 1s a small ““ long bone,” drilled at one end with a hole about
one-eight of an inch in diameter. Tne cpiph\wial ends have broken
oft. Tt seems too fragile for use as an implement ; possibly it was
suspernided as an ornament.

No. 8 is a polished rod of blackened bune, which may be a part
¢l a bone pin.

No. 1 wis found in the Black Band, the remainder in the First
Clay and Stone layer.

Meran ARTIVACTS.
No. 9is 1t ron lane or arrow-licad (Plate II), previously inen-
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tion. L7 is hgured © (t ix 7 probably Medieval 7™ unless it he an
atvpreal product of the Black Band oceupants.

A bronze coin. probably genuiine, of Tetiteus T% s mteresting, ol
previous specimens having bean Brivsh iimicitions of cotas of Tet eus
I oor 11 or Victorinus.

FLadf o coin, possibly of Tetrias T and possibly genutne,” o
a numbier of other franacnts inchiding o Tl not vet identifi
but perhaps of Terric » L fave e found. The teo 4 s now s,

Curtots frigments of copper or bronze with ourled-up edges
were discover fbin the pit Lilled Te Blaek Band in 103 aad 4.0 They
mav poosiblv be Ron ane Sritisi.”

G. aND Snad.

small fragmests of ron ores, melnding boontine, wee Gl
abundant in the pit just mentioned.

One or two pic e of galena occurred but perhap b7 presen o
wao accidental for no lewd-slag has beey found. Partly L v o
iron and slag, often mixed wirh chareool, ' abmdant in the 1 o
Band.

MISCELLANLOUS ARTIFACTS.
One half of a small, pale-blue oo neelar Teac (500 W

we Jonod in the Black Band. 1t ha- o wov e perfosation.

A ronnd polished stone 1.8 s, i drmmeter occurn o at e bas
of the Black Band. but i o distivoe area. The material appeats
to be a compart O.R.S.

L rINT ARTIFACTS. (e H 12 13)

These are in nuaost cases Neohthic in tvy 1 one or two Paliealiih-
fiave ocenrred, "mir <o few that they noav have boon trans sartes by
later peoples. N numbor of microlitt. have been fouad @ they
correspond exacthy in avers o degr of patination to the Neolithic
imploments; b Palivolithic are all heavily patinated.

Microliths. The Care of o geon trie tvpe, 1 smblin il
Tird moisian 7 Noso 69, 84, 3 and 4 belong to a common partern
wiich has been hgnved & ocenrring, <o 1 Sceunthorpe, and on e
Yorkshire moors.

No. 69 is a flattened, quadrilateral implement, approaching ch
triangular: il is of w grey flint, with a fiint marbled patination.
One face has been workeU; the fonge % ede is very finely chipped,
the two opposite edgr~ mect at an obuuse angle, and bear a0 ste

r-tonch.

s Wi bodentite Pie 1RO s, I
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No. 84 ditlers in Leing sinaller and stouter; it is triangelo and
itsh-backed on transverse scction.

No. 3 ix of a tranzlucent vellow [lint; one nd is curved con-
siderably out ol the line of the rest ol the Implement, the other end
forms a vory sharp pomt. The longest e > wems to show a very
line scconder, workin., © the opposit ide 15 chipped st.eply o
ulle 1,-dg(-.

No. 4 is similar o 69 and 84, bur rather thickly patinated.

No. 5 mav be a tiny graves ;) the shoo elge forming one o
b very i secondary working.

No. b is ¢ (agment of triangular - otion, retouched o o
edae,

No. 85 iy an iso o bee mangle on o 0 seetion s e sid
repreoental by the narrow b o the wangle has boon chipp
carctuuy.,

Lpic i iy of Pulocli

Nou. 70 e~ aper, frem vae £ e oot e

have Looen womoved ¢ aluanate s,
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FIG. 12.

No. 7 is parrot-beaked. A part of the beak (where shown by the
=tar) has heen broken ot long alter the original fubrication, but
not in modern times.  Whether this was acciden{al or notis uncertain.
It resembles some Aurignacian implements,

OUne or fwo other specimens may be Pabwolithic, c.g., the frag-
ments which Professor Sollax d - ~ribed o Palwolithic in exeention.”

Linplements of Neolithic or indel ot ivpe.

No. 27 is a small knife with battered edges, No. 9 another knife.
These two are rather heavily patinated.

No. I is a barbed and tanged arrowhead, and No. 2 a pigmy spect-
men, tanged only, and unfortunatcly incomplete.

No. 19 is perhaps a whittling taol,—a very thin fake,

No. 10 is parrot-l«.th I, but in no respect does it resemble
No. 7.
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No. 18 is somewhat like the microlith, No. 66, and but little
larger.

No. 41 iz a thin flake, probably a knife ; part of the crust remains
to form a surface for finger pressure.

No. 86 is perhaps a knife, the edges being retonched on both
surfaces in such a way as to increase their sharpness.  This inplement
lay in undisturbed material in a crack in the Cemented I7loor.

No. 2] may be a push-plane, although one edge is well adapted
for seraping. One side has been chipped to a plane surface. It
lay upon the stalagmite shelf close under the Western wall.  This
shelf must have been three feet or more above the general level of
the cave floor in Neolithic times ; possibly the implement was placed
thiere by the owner and forgotten.

No. I7 is a much-battered nodule, possibly a scraper.
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The remaining implements are Neolithic scrapers of various
tvpes.

Flint chips oceur in farge numbers in the arca J K LM, 3 and
4, the lightest and driest part of the cave,

CONCLUSIONS.
1. Rowbcrrow Cavern is an exit cave in the Conglomerate.

2. The deepest layers cxposed do not appear to be a warter
deposit, but loose boulders. Thewr depth ts unknown and their
origin uncertain, but they seem to belong to a period when the cave
win dry, and therefore probably habitable, and are worth further
excavation. We may expect to find deposits of the stream which
originally issued from the cave bencath this boulder layer.

3. Gravcls, probably deposited by the same stream, cover
the boulders. A few fragments of bone have hecu found in one
stratum.

4. After the stream had ceased to flow, an incomplete stalig-
mif{e floor was laid down ; it probably represents a long peried of
time, but further examination of its contenta 1s necessary to decide
how long.

5. Towards the eud of this period when little wis being deposited
in the cave, man entered and left behind him Hmt implements, mnostly
Neolithic in type, but some perhaps Transitional (thie Microliths).
This was perhaps a succce sion of visits at long intervals, not an
occupation, although fires were lighted and bones charred. The
few Paleoliths may possibly indicate a very early period for the fivst
of these visits, but are probahly not significant.

Material now began to be carried in to the cave from the hill-
side.

6. A definite occnpation occurred in the Ifarly Iron Age, or
possibly early Roinano-British, times ; the cave was used as a forge
or smelting-hearth for iron. It is possible that the people were the
same who occupicd Read's Cavern.

7. Subscquently, the cave was imhabited circa 300 A.D.; to

judge by the coins, by a Romano-British people. There seems to
have been an interval betwcen this occupation wnd the last.

8. Casual usc huas been made of the cave right down to modern
times.





