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SECRETARIES REPORT 

MARCH 1990 - MARCH 1991 

Research 

At Bristol University Andrew Baker has begun a Ph.D. study into paleoclimates 

from the growth rates of speleothems, using new high technology mass 

spectrometric dating techniques which allow [he dating of individual growth layers. 

David Richards is also working on new technology dating in conjunction with 

workers in the USA and is dating some of the work from the Blue Holes. This 

year has seen the completion of work in the Bahamas by Dr. Peter Smart. 

Work funded by R.M.C. in Eldon Hill Quarry has been undertaken by different 

groups looking at sediments, morphology and the dating of the caves. 

Chris Proctor has started archaeological work in the Tor-Newton area and is 

also collating E.K. Tratman's data from Rhinoceros Hole for later publication. 

Also in the Wookey Hole area Roger Jacobi and Chris Hawkes have resumed 

excavations in the Hyaena Den, concentraling on material removed from the cave 

by Boyd-Dawkins in the nineteenth century. 

Michael Simms has recently carried out studies in paleokarst and phytokarst. 

Charlie Self attended the 1st P.seudokarst Symposium in Czechoslovakia. 

Caving 

1990 has seen many caving trips both nationally and internationally, In March 

Charlie Self spent time in Russia caving in the Turkmenia region, whilst in July 

Dick Willis caved in the Uzbekisian region. In May work resumed in Co. Clare 

where good weather led to a large amount of caving and the conclusion of the 

3rd edition of Cave Notes. Andy Farrant also visited Co. Mayo and Co. Clare 

in summer. 

A great success for the year was the Austria expedition, which discovered BS17, 

The Organhohle, nearly 300 m deep. Following Austria was an expedition to the 

Picos region of Spain. 

Nearer to home, good progress is being made at both G.B. and Tyning's Great 

Swallet digs, and there have been a number of trips to Yorkshire and Wales. 

Meetings 

This year's meetings began in October with an informal talk by Jim Hanwell 

and Brian Prewer of the MRO. Later that month Dave Irwin talked on the history 

and exploration of St. Cuthbcrfs Swailet, This was followed in December by 

Chris Howes who spoke on New Mexico and the Carlsbad Caverns. Rob Palmer 

finished the sessional meetings with a talk on the exploration of the caves beneath 

Cheddar Gorge. This year's meetings have been very well attended and our thanks 

are extended to Bob Williams for organising them. 




