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THE STRATFORD LANE ROMAN ROAD 

AND OTHER EARLY ROUTES ON MENDIP 

by 

R.G..I.WILLIAMS 

ABSTRACT 

The existence of the Stratford Lane Road was first suggested in 1906- Opinions have differed 

firstly as lo us course from Ihe Mendip hilltop into Ihe Chew Valley and secondly as to Us function. 

This road and some medieval mutes in the ure;i wliidi might have Roman or earlier origins are examined 

in detail in this paper which also queries Ihe theory that the River Chew was used to transport Roman 

lead. Fieldwork was aided by the study of documents dating from ihe .sixteenth century held locally 

and in Ihe United Stales »f America. Fresh information on some archaeological sites on Mendip is 

given, including newly identified round-barrows, old boundary stones, a pillow mound and Ihe boundary 

of a medieval warren. 

INTRODUCTION 

In all ages since the neolithic farming communities became settled there has 

been a need for both local communication between habitation sites and access 

to resources. The elaborately constructed wooden trackways, dated to the 

Neolithic, Bronze Age and Iron Age periods, found in the peat moors south of 

the Mendip Hills, suggest a planned communication system with connections to 

other areas. Iron Age settlement on Ihe central Mendip plateau in caves, enclosures 

and hill-forts is confined to the edges of the escarpment but there is a dispersed 

pattern of farmsteads in the surrounding valleys, There is evidence of bronze and 

iron working at these .sites but there was only a limited use of lead in the Iron 

Age. Within a few years of Ihe Roman invasion the rich lead-silver orefields on 

Mendip were being fully exploited, initially under military control, and the Roman 

road from Old Sarum (near Salisbury) to Charterhouse on Mendip was constructed. 

Although some Iron Age sites in the area were abandoned before the invasion, 

many continued into the Roman period, when new settlements were also founded. 

There must have been minor routes between mining settlements on the hilltop 

and connections with the Romanised farms in the surrounding valleys: one being 

the straight Stratford Lane Roman road, The position of this road in the local 

Roman road network and the Iron Age-Roman settlement pattern is shown on 

the map (Figure I). 

It seems unlikely that there was much post-Roman (fifth to sixth century AD) 

activity in the central Mendip area, but Saxon expansion into the region in the 

650s soon led to the division of land into planned estates, These formed the basis 

for the development of parishes and villages which were little altered by the 

Norman conquest and despite expansion in the medieval period the early settlement 

pattern is recognisable in the modern landscape. As yet no evidence has been 

found for lead mining on Mendip between the fifth and twelfth centuries AD, 

but access to the hilltop was still required in ihis period for hunting and grazing. 
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Figure I. Map of the Chew and lower Avon valleys and the Mendip area, showing 

the position of the Stratford Lane Roman road (SLRR) in the Roman road network 

and the Iron Age-Roman settlement pattern. 

In this paper, the Stratford Lane Roman road and other possible early routes 

(Figure 2) will be examined in an attempt to show that although there might not 

have been continuity of use, approximately the same routes were used at different 

times. 

A list of unpublished documents consulted, which include maps and boundary 

perambulations, is appended; those held at the Somerset Record Office, Taunton, 

are recorded as SI-12 and those held in the Huntingdon Department of 

Manuscripts, San Marino, U.S.A., as Hl-5. The results of some previous 

tlcldwork making use of these documents has been published in short notes by 

the present author (Williams, 1982. 1990a and in Bradley and Croft, 1990, 

p. 177-8). A resume of these finds and fresh information obtained on thirteen sites 

on Mendip are included in a gazetteer which appears at the end of this paper. 

These sites, some of which have helped lo identify the early routes, are marked 

on the maps using the numbering system from the gazetteer (Figures 2 and 5). 

Locations arc by National Grid Reference (NGR) and metric measurement is used. 

Where imperial dimensions were used in past references they are now given in 

metric. 
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Figure 2. Map centred on Compton Martin and West Harptree showing Iron Age 

and Roman settlements and early routes. A: Old Sarunt—Charterhouse Roman 

road, B: Stratford Lane Roman road and C: Tratman's Sea Mills—Radstock 

Roman road. Medieval routes: D: to Rodney Stoke, E: to Cheddar, F: to 

Charterhouse and Axbridge, G: to Chancellor's Farm, H: to Priddy, I: to Wells 

and J: Priddy-Cheddar (also on Figure 8). Sites in Gazetteer: I: Smeatham's 

Batch, 2: Barowe upon Hetheridge, 3: Knight Barrow, 4: Boultings Cross and 

5: 'new' harrow. (Sites 6-13 on map, Figure 5). 
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RECENT RESEARCH ON LOCAL ROMAN ROADS 

The theory that there must have been communication, if only by a cart track, 

between Roman settlements and with the main road system was pioneered locally 

by Tralman (1963) who suggested a network of minor Roman roads in the Bristol 

and North Somerset area (now in the County of Avon). In a study of a large area 

around Uchesler, where many Romano-British rural settlements have pre-Roman 

origins, Leach (1982) argues convincingly for elements of continuity through to 

the medieval period, and even to the present day. He found (pp. 247-9 and Figure 

14) a most striking correlation between the locations of Romano-British settlements 

and the position of later medieval lanes: in one area with forty three sites, thirty 

nine are within 100 m of a later lane and two of the remaining four are within 

200 m. Parish boundaries are sometimes aligned with Roman roads and Haverfield 

(1906, p. 349) noted that for forty miles south of Bath the Fosscvvay is used as 

a boundary by thirty five parishes, Leach (1982, pp. 234-6 and Figure 10) suggests 

that these parishes represent estates reordered under a "villa" system emerging 

in the late first century AD with boundaries being realigned on the newly laid-out 

Fosseway. He points out that to the west of the River Parretl, where there are 

few Roman villas, the parish boundaries virtually ignore the Fosseway suggesting 

that the reorganisation of existing estates did not extend into this area. However. 

Leach docs caution that these theories may not be relevant to other areas. 

RECOGNITION OF THE STRATFORD LANE ROMAN ROAD 

Haverficld (1906. p. 349) suggested that the Stratford Lane road was Roman 

because of 'its straightness. its coincidence with the parish boundary between 

Complon Martin and West Harplree and by the name Stratford Bridge*. He thought 

that this road, of approximately three or four miles, was in some way connected 

with the Roman lead-mines on Mcndip and that judging by the parish boundary 

it continued for a father two or three miles along the plateau until it met the line 

of the Roman road between Old Sarum and Uphill (the continuance of this main 

road westward from Charterhouse on Mendip is now considered uncertain). The 

1st (1924) and 2nd (1928) editions of the Ordnance Survey map of Roman Britain 

mark the 'uncertain course' of a straight north east extension of the Stratford Lane 

Roman road to join the Bath-Sea Mills Roman road lo the west of Bitton. The 

3rd (1956) and subsequent editions of this map omit the north east extension but 

do show the 'uncertain course' of a short south west extension joining the main 

Roman road on the plateau. Margary (1973, pp. 139-140) thought that the Stratford 

Lane branch followed an unmistakable Roman alignment to just beyond Hollow 

Brook and although its course onwards is not certain it seems probable that it 

passed through Pensford and Keynsham to join the Bath-Sea Mills road at 

Willsbridgc. Tralman (1963. p. 166) suggested that the road never continued to 

Bitton but ended just beyond Hollow Brook where it formed a 'T junction with 

a Roman road (Figures 1 and 2.Route B), which he claimed ran between Sea 

Mills and the Fosscway near Radstoek. and that there was only a short spur to 
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the Gold's Cross Roman site. 

In the early 1950s the Stratford Lane Roman road was examined by Rahtz 

and Greenfield (1977, pp. 154-9) who concluded that it was well attested between 

the junction of the Old Sarum—Charterhouse Roman road north of Hayden 

Grange and the River Chew at Stratford Mill, They thought that there was a less 

substanlial continuation passing close to the Chew Park Roman villa and on to 

the Roman site at Gold's Cross but no evidence was found either on the ground, 

or on maps or aerial photographs for an extension to Bitton. They examined four 

sections across (he lane in the area now covered by the lake but only one, close 

to the junction of Moreton Lane, showed a cambered surface which could be 

Roman. They suggest that the road served a double purpose; to carry produce 

from the valley farms for the use of the Roman miners on Mendip, and in the 

opposite direction to carry lead- perhaps by horse or mule, the short distance 

to the River Chew for transportation downstream to the River Avon at Keynsham, 

and on to Bath or Sea Mills. 

ROUTES DISCUSSED 

Neale (1976, pp. 79 and 88-9, Figure 13) points out that the four parishes of 

Ubley, Compton Martin, West Harptree and East Harptree form a classic block 

of "strip' layout originating in the late-Saxon period. She notes that four of the 

five parish boundaries down the hillside ultilise stream gullies on the lower slopes, 

whereas the fifth, the central one of the group, is based on the Stratford Lane 

Roman road. A map of the area, dated circa 1570 (S2), (Figure 3), shows the 

extent of medieval settlement and enclosure, with tracks coming up onto the open 

hilltop where the boundary then claimed by Complon Martin is marked. The 

smaller-scale Day and Masters map, 1782 (S6), shows the communication network 

on the plateau just before the changes brought about by parliamentary enclosure. 

The plan (Figure 2) shows the course of the Old Samm-Charterhouse Roman 

road, Route A, which is well attested, and the Sea Mills-Dundry-Bishop 

Sutton-Radstock (Fosseway) minor Roman road. Route B, which was proposed 

by Tratman (1963, pp. 163-5). These two routes are not be dealt with in this paper 

but the Routes C to J (Figure 2) will be examined in detail. 

Route C. Stratford Lane Roman road. 

It is clear from maps and perambulations in the period 1570-1777, (S2 and 

HI-5), that there had been a longstanding dispute over the boundary between 

Compton Martin and West Harptree on the hilltop. The Compton Martin map, 

1791 (S7). shows the substantially realigned boundary line on the plateau which 

was agreed during the local parliamentary enclosures and remained in force until 

the reorganisation of local government boundaries in 1974. The differing 

boundaries are shown on Figure 2. It seems most unlikely that the 1791 boundary 

represents a continuation of the Stratford Lane Roman road on the hilltop, as 

proposed by Rahtz and Greenfield (1977, pp. 154-159), and an alternative course 
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Figure 3. Photograph of a c, 1570 map of' Mendip (S2) centered on Complon 

Martin, showing ihe late-Medieval settlement pattern including roads, barrows 

and boundaries. Villages to (he south ofMendip are represented by churches along 

the lop edge of the map drawn in the style of other sixteenth century maps of the 

area. A Boundary perambulation is written in four panels on ihe map, which 

measures 87 x 87 mm, and varies in scale hut is generally about 6 inches to 

I mile. (Reproduced by permission of the Somerset County Archivist). 

will be discussed later. Figure 4 is of part of the c. 1570 map (S2) showing the 

hillslopes and the valley. Here the parish boundary is represented by a double 

hedge-line from Highfield Gate (ST 54615652) northwards down into Ihe valley. 

The space between the hedges is left uneoloured and it is significant that the only 

other feature on the map represented in this way is 'Aldesdyche", Site 11 in the 

gazetteer, which has been identified as the boundary ditch and bank of Ubley 

Warren (Figures 5 and 6). The 1793 West Harptrce map (S8) shows a double 



STRATFORD LANE ROMAN ROAD 157 

■ 1 ■ X *>"**• jP 

Figure 4. Photograph of part of the c. 1570 map ofMendip (S2), with the Stratford 

Lane Roman road boundary alignment being represented by a double hedge-line 

from Highjield Gate (top centre) to a gateway (left of centre at bottom). Also shown, 

Compton Martin church (middle right) and Moat Farm (bottom right). (Reproduced 

by permission of the Somerset County Archivist). 
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hedge-line between Highfield Gate and the main road (the modern A368). Rahtz 

and Greenfield (p. 156) note that in this area the boundary from High field Gate 

follows the east side of the deeply cut Highficld Lane to a point where the lane 

turns sharply to the north west but the boundary continues Straight-CD following 

a slightly raised hedge-line to the A368 road. In places there is a wide shallow 

ditch on the Compton Martin side of this hedge-line. 

Rahtz and Greenfield remark that the course of the Roman road follows a hump 

projecting northwards from Mendip which represents the easiest gradient in the 

area. They note that beyond the A368 the Roman road line becomes well marked 

as a raised hedge-bank about 3.6 m wide and 0.6-0.9 m high. They did not record 

the substantial ditch on the west side of the bank or recognise that this feature, 

marked as 'LugfalT on Ordnance Survey maps, is the boundary of the former 

Compton Martin deer park (Figure 2). 'LugfelT is a local Somerset word for 

the park-pale feature comprising a bank surmounted by a stout hedge or wall with 

an internal ditch. It is not known when the deer park was established but the 1570 

map (S2) shows internal enclosure of fields and a wood which suggests 

disemparkment by this date. The Compton Martin tythe map, 1840 (SIO). although 

still recording the extent of'LugfalT, shows Park Farm and further field division 

within the former park. 

The parish boundary follows the south cast side of the park for 750 m and 

is straight except for a slight bow towards the west for 200 m below the A368 

road. In this area (see Figure 7), three profiles have been measured across the 

park-pale feature, which is 7.5 m wide. The bank is 0.7 m above the level of 

the field to the east and the slope from the top of the bank into the ditch is 

continuous with a drop of 2.2 m to a flat bottomed ditch, which Is 1.2 m wide 

and 1 m below the level of the field on the west side. The straight Roman road 

alignment seems to be represented in this area by a slightly raised causeway, or 

'agger', flanked in places on the east side by a ditch, 1.5 in wide and up to 0.3 m 

deep. Figure 7 also shows the line of a sewer pipe trench which was cut across 

the park pale-Roman road alignment in 1991 and Russctt (1992) comments that 

no structures connected with either were located. The unpublished report on the 

watching brief carried out by the Wessex Archaeology Trust explains that the 

pipe trench, 0.7 m wide and up to 1.2 m deep, was cut through a gateway where 

the ground is level (ST 55235720). The report suggests that this might be an 

original entrance to the park and thai here all remains of the Roman road had 

already been destroyed. 

Continuing the line of the Roman road, Rahtz and Greenfield note that from 

the north cast corner of the park the parish boundary follows a hedge-line to the 

Blue Bow] Inn road junction. The boundary continues straight across into Stratford 

Lane and after passing behind some cottages follows the south east side of lane 

for a short distance. Rahtz and Greenfield suggest that here the Roman road is 

represented by a broad strip of land separating Stratford Lane from the fields 

on the south east side. The parish boundary follows the south east edge of the 

strip which varies between 10-20 m in width and is raised above the levels on 

either side. They report that it was spoken of locally as 'very stony' when ploughed 

and they observe that where the strip is exposed at field crossings there is much 
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orange river gravel below the soil. The good section they observed (p. 156, Figure 

74, No 1), cut across the road at the edge of the Chew Valley Lake, showed a 

cambered gravel surface about 4.5 m wide, with a possible flanking ditch on the 

South East side they thought was was Roman. 

The section of the Roman road submerged in the lake can now only be 

considered in retrospect. Rahtz and Greenfield (p. 156) thought that upon entering 

the grounds of Stratford Mill it followed a slightly raised hank about 2.7 m wide 

lying 15.2 m west of a medieval bank followed by the parish boundary. They 

record (p. 93) that the earliest reference to the name Stratford is in 1327. Their 

claim that this was an embarkation point for Roman lead to be taken in barges 

down the River Chew will be discussed later. Beyond the river, where Stratford 

Lane is not followed by the parish boundary, Rahtz and Greenfield (p, 158), record 

a continuous bank on the north west side of the lane. This bank, 3-3.6 m wide. 

was sectioned but there was no clear evidence of it being a road. The present 

author suggests that this bank is a component of the park pale, or 'lugfalT, 

enclosing the medieval Chew Park. It ts not known when this park was established 

but Wood (1903, p. 28) notes that a lease dated 1561 refers to 'a close at Chew 

Park' and also to other fields with 'park' names in the area, which suggests 

disemparkmenl by this date. The boundary perambulation of Widcombe manor, 

1611, reproduced by Stacey (1988, p. 11), follows the River Chew passing 

'Stratfordes bridge1 and later along the south east side of LChcw parecke'. The 

sale particulars and plan (SI 1) is for the auction in 1896 of Chew Park Farm 

and adjoining land said to be 'enclosed nearly entirety within a Ring Fence', 

indicating the probable extent of the former deer park (Figure 2). As suggested 

by Rahtz and Greenfield there is no evidence that the road conlinucd beyond the 

Roman site at Gold's Cross. 

Route D. To Rodney Stoke. 

This route comes up Lillage Lane, a now disused hollow-way, from the 

direction of West Harptree, and emerges onto the hilltop at 'Shep Gate' (ST 

54745641), about 200 m east of Hightleld Gale. The route then roughly follows 

the undisputed part of the parish boundary passing 'SmeathairTs Batch' (Site 1) 

and on to the vicinity of 'Barowe upon Hetheridge' (Site 2). The 1570 map shows 

that the onward course is to "Boultings Crosse', which is a cross base or boundary 

stone (Site 4), thus proving that this route does not coincide with any of the differing 

boundaries. Continuing in the direction of Rodney Stoke the route crosses the 

line of the main Roman road (Route A) almost at right angles. This is the nearest 

medieval route to the Roman road line on the hilltop claimed by Rahtz and 

Greenfield (p. 156) which has already been discounted. Both meet the main Roman 

road at about 90° which is uncharacteristic in a Roman road system where roads 

tend to join at a fairly gentle angle, usually 25-40°. 

Route E. To Cheddar. 

The 1570 map (S2) shows Rudge Lane coming up from West Harptree and 

dividing into two routes just beyond a gateway, called 'Stenhorn's Upper Gate' 
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in the Liberty bounds, 1768 (S4). This is just above the modern Dumplon Cottage 

(ST 54955595} where two diverging hollow-ways fading away after about 100 m 

mark the course taken by the former routes. Route G , described later, continued 

south to Chancellors Farm and this route E, to Cheddar, proceeded south west 

to cross Route D near "Barowe upon Hctheridge1 (Site 2). The route used to be 

followed for about 2 km by the boundary that was claimed by West Harptrce 

1638-1777 (HI-5) when it was called 'Cheddar Way'. The route joins the line 

of the modern B3371 road to Cheddar shortly before passing the roadside barrow, 

numbered Compton Martin 7 by Grinsell (ST 52795522), which is appropriately 

called 'Strad Barowe' on the 1570 map (S2). Following the modern road, the 

route soon crosses the main Roman road at an angle of about 75° and then continues 

to the modern road junction in the Cheddar Head valley. The Day and Masters 

map, 1782 (S6) does not show the road down Cheddar Gorge but the medieval 

route to Cheddar crossing the high ground on the south side of the cliffs (Figure 8). 

Rahtzand Watts (1991, pp. 338-9) discuss a diary entry of the Reverend John 

Skinner describing his examination in 1820 of two human burials in a field on 

the west side of Rudge Lane just to the south of the village of West Harptree 

(ST 560667 area). Skinner had been told that upwards of 100 skeletons, mainly 

orientated west-east, with the heads to the west, had been exposed during 

quarrying. Skinner's drawings; of the two burials he examined and another, from 

a quarryman's description, of a plain annular brooch and the type of iron "weapon" 

said to have been found previously in the graves, were redrawn by Rahtz and 

Watts (p. 334. Figure 3). They remark that features of the description suggest 

that this may be another of the large Roman or post-Roman cemeteries found 

in Avon and Somerset. 

It is significant that at the upper end of Rudge Lane the route passes about 

200 m west of Pitcher's Enclosure (ST 548554). situated on a promontory 

overlooking the Chew Valley. This settlement is described by Quinnell (1967), 

as being surrounded by a stony bank enclosing an area of about 4.5 ha containing 

seven hut circles. Quinnell (1968) reports that about 1 lb of Iron Age pottery was 

found in a trench excavated across the entrance to one of the huts. Fowler (1978) 

records that there are remnants of a system of squarish fields abutting the south 

west side of the enclosure. He records a similar group of 'pre-medieval' fields 

to the south of Cheddar Cliffs (ST 482537). The route being discussed passes 

through this area before descending Lynch Lane to Cheddar where there was a 

substantial Roman settlement and in the late-Saxon period a succession of royal 

palaces. This was an important medieval route across the plateau and could well 

have origins in the Roman period, 

Route F. To Charterhouse ami Axbiidgc. 

Although there is no direct route shown on the 1570 map (S2) from Hightleld 

Gate to Charterhouse, this does show a track coming up Compton Combe going 

straight to Charterhouse and on towards Axhridge. However, Strachey's map, 

1736 (S3) and in more detail Day and Masters map, 1782 (S6), both depict a 

track coming from the vicinity of Highficld Gate and joining the line of the 1570 
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track coming up Compion Combe at Whitegate Lodge. From this point the route 

follows the boundary of the East Harptrce Liberty along a straight hedge-line to 

'Hazle Barrow', numbered Compton Martin I by Grinsell (ST 53095608); both 

features being described in a perambulation. 1768 (S4) and marked on the c, 1809 

map (S9). The route then leaves the boundary line and continues to the vicinity 

of the Stirrup Cup crossroads, going straight across along the lane which leads 

to the Charterhouse mining area. It comes to the vicinity of the prominent round 

barrow, numbered Ublcy 6 by Grinsell (ST 50805576), which is thought to have 

been used to align the main Roman road from Old Sarum on its approach to 

Charterhouse. It is significant that this is the area where Fowler and Jones (1977) 

identified, on aerial photographs, extensive crop marks indicating the existence 

ol' rectilinear timber buildings and ditched enclosures which they thought could 

be the native mine-workers 'suburb" of the Roman industrial town on the other 

side of the Blackwater valley. During the summer of 1985 the present author noted 

that dry conditions had created rectilinear parch-marks in the grass in this area 

(ST 507558), just east of an undated enclosure and not far from the Roman fort 

(Figure 5). 

It is suggested that this route could well be an extension of the Stratford Lane 

Roman road as it takes a direct course across almost level ground and joins the 

main Roman road at an angle ol" about 40°, within 600 m of the Roman "town". 

The Roman roads and mining settlement at Charterhouse were not known during 

the lifetime of the antiquary John Strachey (1671-1743) but he obviously thought 

that this route to Charterhouse and on to Axbridge was important as it is one 

of the lew roads marked on his 1736 map (S3). In the opposite direction the map 

shows the road leaving the vicinity of Highfield gate, via 'Shep Gate' and then 

down to West Harptrce. across Hcrriott's Bridge, up to and through Burledgc 

hill-fort (Slrachey called it "Bowditch1), then following the high ground to Clutton 

and eventually to Bath. Strachey's description of 'Bowditch' and this "old road' 

in his notes compiled in the 1720s has been published (Williams, 1987, pp. 40-2). 

This paper also discusses the description of Burledge Camp in the 1821 journal 

of John Skinner, who thought that it defended the road across the valley and its 

ascent to the Roman lead-mines at Charterhouse. 

Route G. To Chancellors Farm. 

This is the eastern fork at Dumpton Cottage, the other being Route D to Cheddar 

already described, and both are a continuation of Rudge Lane which comes up 

from West Harptree. The 1570 map (S2) shows il continuing south to a junction 

with Routes H and I, described below. The Day and Masters map, 1782 (S6) 

shows several tracks meeting at this spot, near the modern Vale Hollow Farm 

in Lamb Bottom (ST 541545 area). The 1570 map (S2) shows this route passing 

close to the west side of Lodmore Pool and on to 'Chancellors House En the Dry 

Way". This is Chancellors Farm which has structural elements suggesting a 

medieval origin and the route probably does not predate this period. 
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Figure 5. Map of Charterhouse—Ubley Warren area, showing the Old Sarum-Charterhouse Roman road, the Roman fort and site 

of the supposed Roman 'suburb'. Vie course of the old Blagdon-Wells road and the sites 6-13 in the gazetteer are marked and named. 
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Figure 6. Photograph of part of the map of the c/570 map of Mendlp (S2), 

.showing she 'Aldesdyche' (site II), the boundary ofVbley Warren with she old 

Btagdott— Wells road crossing (bottom). Also shown, Route F to Charterhouse 

and A.\bridge {vertical right), 'Barowe over the Weste Mynderyes', otherwise 

Lether Barrow, site 7 (middle right) and Stangbarowe (middle). (Reproduced by 

permission of the Somerset County Archivist). 
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Figure 7. The parish boundary-park pale ('lugfall') alignment north east of the 

A368 road, with three profiles A, B and C measured across the feature where 

it bows to the north east. Tlie straight course of the Stratford Lane Roman road 

appears to he represented by a raised 'agger' with flanking ditch on south east 

side. Crossing point of pipe line also shown. 

Route H. To Priddy. 

This route comes up from Compton Martin to Highfield Gate and passes close 

to 'Smeatham's Batch' (Site I), before continuing to the track junction at Lamb 

Bottom, described above, Route G. The 1570 map shows this route to Priddy 

passing close to 'Knight Barowe' (Site 3), north west of Pool Farm. The route 

continues to pass close to another barrow, numbered East Harptree 1 by Grinsell 
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(ST 53765365), which is thought to have been used as a siting point for a slight 

change of direction of the main Roman road crossing south east-north west. The 

route then follows the pre-1974 parish boundary between West and East Harptree 

to yet another barrow, numbered East Harptree 3 by Grinsell (ST 53445280) and 

then continues straight on to Bowery Corner. The 1570 map (S2) depicts the route 

continuing to a group of cottages 'By the pool", which is Priddy Pool in Nine 

Barrows Lane. This point is on the edge of the map but this approach to the village 

of Priddy passes 200 m west of an extensive Roman site north east of the parish 

church and close to Swlldon's Hole. Barlow (1967) reports that limited excavation 

here revealed evidence for a substantial Roman building, possibly a villa, and 

that splashes of lead suggested spillage from moulds. This was an important 

medieval route and in the Roman period could have been a branch of the Stratford 

Lane Roman road at Highfield Gate. 

Route /. To Wells. 

This route comes from the major junction at Lamb Bottom, which in the 

opposite direction receives Route H from Compton Martin and Route G from 

West Harptree. Il is now followed by the modern road to Wells which crosses 

the main Roman road at an angle of 40° just beyond the Castle of Comfort 

crossroads. It continues to pass between the Roman mining settlements at St 

Cuthberl's Minery and Slock Hill. This was an important medieval route which 

was little altered by parliamentary enclosure and was possibly a Roman route. 

Route J. Priddy-Cheddar. 

E.K. Tratman suggested that this might have been a Roman route connecting 

the Swildon's Hole 'villa' site and the Roman settlement at Cheddar (a verbal 

communication in 1982 from Ann Everlon who had discussed the route with 

Tratman in the mid-1970s). Figure 8 shows that for over half its length of 8 m 

this route is followed by parish, manor and royal forest boundaries with known 

perambulations dating back to 1219 AD. but which could well have late-Saxon 

origins. Williams (1990b) notes that the manor of Rodney Stoke covers a larger-

area than that of the parish and the manor bounds follow this route, called the 

"King's Way', as far as Priddy Pool. From this point westwards the route follows 

a now disused lane to Townsend and then along Ashton Drove. The route onwards 

is shown on Day and Masters map, 1782 (S6) and for much of its length is now 

followed by the modern West Mendip Way. Passing a barrow called 'Stony Man", 

numbered Rodney Stoke 1 I by Grinsell (ST 504051 18), the route continues to 

'Forge Barrow1, numbered Rodney Stoke 1 by Grinsell (ST 49605144), which 

is at an old crossroads and is probably the site of the gallows (Latin 'furcus'. 

Middle English 'forges' or 'torches') mentioned in the forest bounds of 1298 AD. 

The route then follows of the edge of the Mendip escarpment to the medieval 

settlement at Carscliff and then gradually descends to Bradley Cross, where Fowler 

(1978) has identified a Roman field system. The route enters Cheddar along 

Redcliffc Street. This medieval route could well have been used in the Roman 

period. 
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Figure 8. Mci/J of early route J, with possible Roman origins, between Priddy 

and Cheddar showing alignment with boundaries. 

WAS THE RIVER CHEW USED TO TRANSPORT ROMAN LEAD? 

Rahtz and Greenfield (1977, p. 159) thought that one of the uses of the Stratford 

Lane Roman road was the overland carriage of lead from the Mendip mines to 

the River Chew, then downstream in medium sized barges to Keynsham and 

beyond. However, they remark that the River Chew pursues a tortuous course 

through the lower Chew valley and had cut quite deep gullies in places. In the 

narrow gap at Whalley, where the main dam of the reservoir has been constructed, 

they record that previously the flow had varied between 3 million gallons per 

day in summer to 250 million gallons per day after heavy rain and also that alluvial 

deposits and other evidence show that in low-lying areas there has been extensive 

flooding from pre-Roman CO modern times. The present author notes from 

Ordnance Survey maps, that between Stratford Bridge and the River Avon at 

Keynsham, a distance of 16 km, the River Chew falls 43 m, which is considerable 

in comparison lo the River Avon between Keynsham and Sea Mills, a distance 

of 22 km, where the fall is only 9 m. Throughout the medieval period and since, 

numerous mill-weirs have maintained constant water levels on stretches of the 

River Chew, but they have prevented through navigation. B. Bowes and J. Day 

(pars, commj note the survival of a slipway with a mooring ring at Pensfoixl 

and suggest that local water transportation would have been useful between four 

water-mills in that area, which between the early 1700s and 1860 were owned 

by a concern engaged in copper rolling and battery. 

There is no archaeological evidence to support a theory that in the Roman period 

water levels on the River Chew were controlled by locks or any other means to 
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make it navigable. When excavating at the Iron Age-Roman site at Herriott's 

Bridge Rahtz and Greenfield found an area of rough paving, dated late-third to 

mid-fourth century AD, on the south bank of the River Chew. They thought that 

this may have been a rough landing stage for the loading or unloading of boats, 

or alternatively, may have been merely to facilitate the watering of animals and 

the obtaining of water for domestic use in the settlement. 400 m downstream at 

Stratford Mill they found evidence of medieval occupation from the twelfth 

century, but no Roman artifacts were found in any of the cuttings, which included 

several on the line of the Roman road and immediately south of the river crossing. 

The present author suggests that evidence at Herriott's Bridge for river traffic 

is slight and that if the crossing at Stratford Bridge was a well- used embarkation 

point for Roman barges there would have been some finds indicating this activity. 

The considerable fall and the unrestrained flow of the river in Roman times would 

have resulted in the quick discharge of water into the River Avon and generally 

shallow conditions. The passage downstream of Roman barges carrying lead does 

not seem feasible and a return journey, particularly if laden with Bath stone as 

suggested by Rahtz and Greenfield, would be extremely difficult if not impossible. 

The logical alternative of using local roads to transport lead will be discussed later. 

DISCUSSION 

Thus far the Stratford Lane Roman road and other possible early routes in 

the area have been examined in retrospect but these will now be reviewed 

chronologically from the Iron Age to the present day. The type of settlement and 

access to local resources in each period will be considered. 

Iron Age. 

ApSimon (1977, pp. 168-170) notes that trial excavations in 1955 at the 

Burledge hill-fort revealed two phases of Iron Age occupation ending by the first 

century BC and evidence of iron smelting. He considered that the original entrance 

of the hill-fort was at the western end overlooking the Chew valley, and that it 

was perhaps the focal point for contemporary Iron Age communities in the 

immediate area. He notes that the Iron Age phases at Burledge were also found 

at the Chew Park settlement, but here occupation continued into the Roman period. 

At Herriott's Bridge ApSimon (p. II) remarks that a few pots of the last Iron 

Age phase at Burlcdge were found but there was firm evidence of first century 

BC occupation which continued into the Roman period. There is no evidence of 

iron working at these two valley sites in the Iron Age. However, about 19 km 

to the west at Dibbles Farm, an early-middle Iron Age farmstead excavated in 

1970, Morris (1989, pp. 73-5) notes evidence of bronze and iron working. A 

high lead content was found in bronze working debris located in the early 

occupation levels and the large quantities of slag found in all occupation levels 

suggested that iron smelting may have occurred in addition to smithing. Morris 

concluded that this 'ordinary Iron Age farmstead' tended towards self sufficiency 
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with only a limited amount of trading for materials outside the region and that 

most resources could he obtained within a 16 km radius of the site. She thought 

(p. 40) that occupation was contemporary with Burledge and the first two phases 

of Iron Age occupation at Chew Park. 

The Pitcher's Enclosure settlement (already mentioned, Route E), on the edge 

of Mendip overlooking West Harptree, seems to be of the same period, but without 

further excavation the length of occupation and function of this settlement cannot 

be determined. The adjoining field-system suggests arable cultivation and it would 

be surprising if the iron ore deposits in the immediate area had not been exploited. 

There would certainly have been communication with contemporary Iron Age 

settlements and possibly the route into the valley is approximately on the line 

of Rudge Lane (part of Route E) to West Harptree. A speculative continuation 

to cross the River Chew near the Herriott's Bridge site would follow the lane 

which leads up to the original entrance of the Burledge hill-fort. Local 

communication would have included access to the Chew Park 'farmstead' but 

a regular trading route from Pitcher's Enclosure across the central Mendip plateau 

seems unlikely in the Iron Age. 

Roman period. 

The sources which suggest that the Roman lead-silver industry on Mendip was 

underway by 49 AD are questioned by Whittick (1982) but he is content with 

other sources providing a date of 60 AD. Rahtz and Greenfield (1977, pp. 14-19) 

note that before the end of the first century AD the transition from the Iron Age 

to Roman was complete at Herriott's Bridge and Chew Park, and at the latter 

site a rectangular wooden house or barn had replaced circular houses of the Iron 

Age. At both sites they record that a planned drainage system was introduced 

in the second century AD bringing land into cultivation, coinciding with the 

establishment of other Roman settlements in the valley and also on high ground 

to the north at Knowle Hill and Gold's Cross, They thought this expansion brought 

the whole of this area under cultivation probably to serve the need for food at 

the Roman lead-mines and that the Stratford Lane Roman road was the physical 

connection. There is evidence of the domestic lead-smelting at Chew Park and 

Herriott's Bridge but al the latter site a cupellation hearth for the desilvering of 

lead suggests trading outside the area. Rahtz and Greenfield note that ditch systems 

at Chew Park and at other valley sites show little evidence of maintenance or 

development in the third century AD and suggest that this coincides with an 

apparent decline of the lead-mines. They record evidence for iron working at 

Chew Park in third century AD before the construction of the villa which was 

abandoned after the mid fourth century AD. There is evidence for continued 

Roman occupation in the area, including the mining settlements, into the fourth 

century but not beyond. 

It is suggested by the present author that by the second century AD, in addition 

to the Old Sarum—Charterhouse road, there was a network of local tracks 

between the mining centres and giving access to Romano-British settlements in 

the area. Although the archaeological evidence for the Stratford Lane Roman road 
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is inconclusive, its route in the valley and up to the vicinity of Highficld Gate 

seems reasonably well attested. As already discussed a continuation on the hilltop 

along the line of the pre-1974 parish boundary, which did not exist before 1791, 

is rejected in favour of a direct approach to Charterhouse along Route F. In the 

opposite direction this same route could have been a link with the Harriott's Bridge 

Roman settlement. Although Burledge hill-fort was not occupied in the Roman 

period the track to the western cnlrance possibly remained in use and perhaps 

was extended to the east towards Clutton. It may not have been an important 'old 

road' to Bath as claimed by the antiquary John Strachey but perhaps a link in 

a network of minor Roman tracks. The proposed Iron Age track (the first part 

of Route E) up to Pitcher's Enclosure could also have continued to be used in 

the Roman period giving access to orefields in that area and was probably extended 

to cross the plateau to Cheddar. The other medieval routes in the area (H and 

I, Figure 2 and J, Figure 8), which may also have been used in the Roman period 

to link settlements in the valley to the Roman mining centres, have already been 

discussed. There were no doubi other Roman routes on Mendip including a link 

between Charterhouse and Cheddar which have not been considered in this paper. 

The impracticality of water transportation down the River Chew in Roman 

times and the lack of evidence for a straight continuation of the Stratford Lane 

Roman road to the Keynsham-Bitton area has already been discussed. Brown 

(1987) suggests that Keynsham could be Traiectus (Trajectus) mentioned in the 

Antonine Itinerary of the second century AD as being six Roman miles west of 

Bath on the route to Sea Mills, He explains that although Keynsham is on the 

opposite side of the River Avon to the Roman road, one sense of the word 

■traiectus' is a river crossing by ferry or ford to a place not actually on the route, 

as at Utrecht in the Netherlands. He points out that although the villas at Durley 

Hill and Somerdale are of the third century AD there are finds showing first to 

fourth century AD occupation over a wide area at Keynsham.. This is reinforced 

by Brown (1992) who reports that a metalled trackway between a number of 

Roman buildings was exposed during the levelling operations in April 1991 at 

Cadbury's Sports Field, Somerdale and that ilnds include first century AD military 

bell plates. The present author suggests that this substantial settlement, perhaps 

the enigmatic Traicctus', would have been linked by minor roads to other Roman-

British sites south of the River Avon and along the Chew Valley. Mendip lead 

could have been taken to Keynsham along the Stratford Lane Roman road and 

then making use of the local road network. Most of the known Romano-British 

sites are to the north of the River Chew which was probably crossed at Stanton 

Drew or Pensford. 

Post-Roman to Present Day. 

Neale (1976) points out that Priddy is derived from a British name ('pridd1, 

meaning earth) and therefore probably evidences the village's post-Roman mining 

associations and also that Priddy was the subject of a lost Saxon charier of about 

688-726 AD. Although there is no direct evidence for mining in this period the 

hilltop would certainly have been used for hunting and grazing. Neale remarks 
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that Saxon roads ('weies') were clearly extant on Mendip, including the Milkway 

above Cheddar. Some of the Roman roads and tracks in the area were probably 

still recognisable and may have been reused. Neale points out that the straight 

Saxon boundary between Compton Bishop and Winscombe follows a hill-ridge, 

a natural feature, but the Compton Martin-West Harptrce boundary of the same 

period seems to have followed the pre-existing Stratford Lane Roman road from 

the River Chew up to Highfield Gate. The local settlement and road pattern was 

well established by the tenth century AD and the Saxon estates formed the basis 

of the medieval parishes. Despite some expansion and changes in land use, the 

early estate and road pattern remained extant in the modern landscape. 

It is interesting to note that on the plateau the sites of the Roman mining 

settlements were chosen for occupation in the medieval period. Neale (1976) notes 

that in the twelfth century the monasteries at Burford, near Oxford and Bruton 

owned land and rights of common at Priddy, where the twelfth-thirteenth century 

church is close to the Roman villa site. There was a Roman mining settlement 

at Green Ore, a name considered by Neale (p. 97) to be derived from the Saxon 

Green-'worth' (a farmstead), and she points out that in the medieval period there 

was an isolated hilltop sheep farm here belonging to Hinton Charterhouse Priory. 

Gough(1929, p. 97) explains that in 1181 the Witham Carthusians were granted 

land, initially only for pasture, in the area now known as Chartcrhouse-on-Mendip 

and it was not until 1282 that definite permission was given to work the lead-

mines on this estate. Russett (in Dennison, 1989, p. 226-7) identifies first to fourth 

century Roman pottery and twelth to fourteenth century medieval pottery which 

has been collected in the vicinity of Longwood Grange (formerly Lower Farm) 

at Charterhouse, suggesting Roman and Carthusian occupation in the same locality. 

The main Roman road to Old Sarum, which gives direct access to Witham Priory 

near Frome, was undoubtedly utilised in the medieval period and modern roads 

still follow much of the route. It was called 'the Foss Road' in perambulations 

of 1768 (S4) and 1777 (H3) at the crossing of the boundary near Ubley Warren 

Farm and the 1772 map (S5) shows that in this area 'The road from Frome to 

Axbridge' follows the course of the Roman road for a short distance (Figure 5). 

The coincidence of Roman and medieval settlement sites on the hilltop would 

suggest that perhaps the same connecting routes were used in both periods and 

several of these have already been discussed. 

Rahtz and Greenfield (1977, p. 23) thought it doubtful whether the land at 

Chew Park had been cultivated since the Roman period. This is just the type of 

marginal land which could be spared in the medieval period to enclose a deer 

park and the area chosen for Compton Martin park is similar, being low-lying 

in places and probably too wet for arable cultivation. The bank and ditch ('lugfall') 

of the Compton Martin park are clearly medieval but the slight 'agger' and Hanking 

ditch observed (Figure 7) may represent the alignment of the Roman road at a 

'bow1 in the park boundary, By inference the bank observed to one side of the 

road line at Chew Park is part of the park pale. These medieval parks are both 

on the same straight alignment, which adds weight to its identification as a Roman 

road. 

The Roman route became less important as a result of changes in tlie local 
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settlement pattern completed by the tenth century AD. The land to the north of 

the River Chew was then owned by manors administered from Chew Magna and 

the medieval farms are concentrated on the high ground nearer the town. To the 

south of the river, occupation was drawn towards the hamlet of Moreton and the 

villages of Compton Martin and West Harptree. Access was required to Stratford 

Mill, operative from the twelfth century, from both sides of the river but a through-

route to the Mendip hilltop was not too important. New routes from the Blue 

Bowl Inn junction were developed to give access to Compton Martin and West 

Harplree, which were not on the Roman road line. The straight continuation of 

the Roman route along the edge of Compton Martin Park and up to Highfiekl 

Gate was probably only a minor track in the medieval period. Other access routes 

from the established village centres lo mineral and other resources on the hilltop 

became more important and some of these have already discussed. 

In this study the retrospective approach, looking at the settlement patterns and 

possible uses of local communication in different ages, has inevitably led to many 

persona! assumptions by the author, who accepts responsibility for any errors 

of fact or judgement and hopes that this paper will stimulate further research. 

SITE GAZETTEER 

/. Smeathatn's Batch. 

Parish : Compton Martin—West Harptree boundary, in Avon hut 

Somerset before 1974. 

Locality : 200 m NNW of the Wells Way Inn. 

NGR ' : ST 54525617. 
Dimensions : Diameter 12 m and height 0.5 m. 

This round mound was located and discussed by Williams (1990a) and the following 

resume is an update. Ii lies on a false crest, about 227 m AOD, on the northern escarpment 

of tiie Mendip Hills, ll was called a 'Batch by the corner of Smeatham's Ground", in the 

1720 bounds (HI); 'Smetham Batch" in the 1768 bounds (S4); marked as a mound named 

"Smytham Batch' on thec. 1777 maps (H4-5), and this point is called 'Smcathams Corner' 

on the 1791 enclosure map (S7). 'Smetham' is a sixteenth-century Mendip form of the 

word 'smitham', meaning the finest panicles obtained in the reduction of lead ore. However, 

the possessive apostrophe used in the 1720 bounds, suggests the surname 'SmeathanV known 

in Somerset since the seventeenth century, ll is suggested that the mound is either a 

prehistoric round- barrow chosen as a boundary marker or that it was purpose-built, possibly 

in the late-Saxon period, as a boundary cairn. 

2. Barowe upon Hetheridge. 

Parish : Prkidy but West Harptree before 1974. 

Locality : 400 m SW of Harptree Hill Farm. 

NGR (amended) : ST 53895543. 

Dimensions (amended! : Diameter 21 m and height 0.9 m. 

A boundary point named as 'Barcrwe upon Hetheridge' on the 1570 map (S2) was 

identified on the ground by Williams (1982. pp. 2-3). ll was subsequently listed by Grinsell 

(1988. p. 26) as a probable round-barrow, West Harptree 17. The c.1777 maps (H4-5) 

shows Ibis boundary point as 'A Barrow by Cuccow Rake' and in a perambulation 14 
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August 1777 (H3) it is called 'a Barrow by Cuckow Rakes'. The siting and dimensions 

were amended by a measured survey on the 9 December 1991, see Figure 9. The barrow 

is bowl shaped and some disturbance in the north cast sector is probably associated with 

an area of former mining immediately to the north. The siting on the brow of a hill ridge, 

about 270 m AOD, is typical for a barrow. 

o 

"CUCKOW RAKES 

50m 

- -ST 53905540 

Figure 9. Plan of 'Barowe upon Hetherklge' (Site 2), 500m south west of 

Harptree Hill Farm, Prickly. 
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3. Knight Barrow and nearby boundary stone. 

Parish : Priddy but West Harptrec before 1974. 

Locality : NW of Pool Farm. 

NGR : Barrow ci.st ST 53755415. 

Stone (removed 1992) ST 53785423. 

Dimensions : Barrow before removal, diameter c33 m and height 1 in. 

Stone cist, sides 1.7 m x 1.3 m and height 0.8 m. 

Boundary stone, sides 1 m X 0.8 in and height 0.6 m. 

Tratman (1926, pp. 284-5) was the first to record this round barrow in modern times 

asT65 in his listing. Grinscll (1971. p. 122 and 1989. p. 26), numbers this site West Harptrcc 

12 and summarises its interesting history. The barrow was excavated by E.Horne in 1930, 

when a stone cist was uncovered which contained a primary cremation of possibly an adult 

and child. The cist was left in situ and in 1956 Grinscll noticed that the long south west 

slab was decorated with six foot carvings, ten cup marks and a horned device. The decorated 

slab was removed for display in the Bristol City Museum and replaced on site with a replica. 

In 1989 Grinsell reported that a seventh foot carving had been found on the ci.st-slab and 

that the barrow was most likely to be the 'Knight Barowc' marked on the 1570 map (S2). 

Williams {1982, p. 2) noted that 1699 and 1703 proceedings before the Bust Harptrec Minery 

Court mentioned the discovery of a rich vein of lead 'near Knight Barrow on the parish 

boundary between West Harplree ant! Complon Martin and near the Bristol Road1. The 

1720 perambulation (HI) records, 'a mear stone to the south east of Harper's Pitt, by 

Knight Barrow". The sketch map of a 1760 perambulation (H2) marks 'Night Barrow, 

a mear stone upon the top of the barrow'. The c. 1777 maps (H4-5) accurately locate both 

"Knight Barrow' and about 80 m to the north 'A mear stone'. In these references 'mcar 

stone' means a nicer or boundary stone. When this location was visited on the 19 May 

1991 a free-standing block of carboniferous limestone, the dimensions of which arc given 

above, was found next to a field gale. It was lying at the south cast corner of a field much 

disturbed by mining which is probably the "Harper's Pitt* of the 1720 bounds. When next 

visited on the 26 February 1992 the stone, gate and a length of adjoining field-bank had 

been removed to create a gap for a horse gallop. The 1930 excavations did not locate a 

stone on the top of the barrow. Tratman (1938. p. 84) noted thai the cist had not yet been 

protected by a fence as promised following the 1930 excavation and this remains the situation 

today. According to the farm owner, Mr R.Lyons, who is keen to assist in the protection 

of this important Held monument, the southeast and northeast slabs of the cist were displaced 

when a tractor was accidently driven into it in about 1987. 

4. Bantlings Cross. 

Parish : Priddy but on the Compton Martin-West Harptree 

boundary before 1974. 

Locality : 600 m N of Haydcn Grange. 

NGR : ST 52445482. 

Dimensions : Part of stone exposed, base 1 m X 0.8 m and height 

0.7 m. 

A boundary point called 'Boultings Crosse" is drawn as a cross on the 1570 map (S2). 

The 1760 perambulation sketch (H2) marks this point as 'The Vaut Stone, or stone with 

a hole in it' and the c.1777 maps (H4-5) mark it as 'A Meerstonc where a cross used 

to stand now called the Font Stone". The 1791 map (S7) calls it 'The Font" and accurately 

locates it at a wall junction where it was found and recorded (Williams, in Bradley and 

Croft, (990, pp. 177-8). This large carboniferous limestone rock is partly covered by the 

wall junction so it is not possible to determine whether it is the original cross-base or a 

boundary stone. 
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5. A round barrow, previously unrecorded. 

Parish 

Locality 

NGR 

Dimensions 

Priddy but West Harptrce before 1974. 

500 m NE of Chancellor's Farm. 

ST 52835288. 

Diameter 22 m and heigh! 1.5 m. Trench sides 1 m X 

2 in and depth 0.5 m. 

This is the first record of this suggested barrow which was located and surveyed by 

measurement tin ihe 20 August 1991,Figure 10. Il lies on the highest point, about 277 m 

AOD. of a broad easl-wesl ridge. A late-eighteenth century field-wall crossing the eastern 

side of the mound deviates slightly to avoid the summit where a slit trench has been dug 

in recent years during military exercises. The mound is symmetrically round and is much 

favoured for rabbit burrowing suggesting an earthen composition. This is in marked contrast 

to the irregularity of the stony spoil-heaps from the old mining rakes in the vicinity. Despite 

this proximity it seems reasonable to classify this find as an earthen bowl-barrow of the 

Bronze Age. 

Figure 10. Plan of newly identified round-barrow (Site 5) 500 m north west of 

Chancellor's Farm, Priddy. 
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6. Barrow 775/. 

Parish : Priddy but Cbarterhouse-on-Mendip until c.1900 then 

Blagdon until 1974. 

Locality : 1 km N of King Down Farm. 

NGR (amended) : ST 50745490. 

Dimensions (amended) : Diameter 15.6 m and height 1.4 m. 

This site was first recorded by Tratman (1927, p. 31) as T15I, a questionable bowl-

barrow, which is much mutilated. It was recorded by Wicks (1928) as King Down Farm 

I, who thought that it was a round barrow as it appears distinct from other mounds from 

mining disturbance in the area but he queries Tratman's longitude coordinate. Grinsell 

(1971, p. 90), numbers this Blagdon 6a, but does not record a site visit and seems to rely 

solely upon the particulars provided by Wicks. In his listing Grinsell incorrectly associates 

Tratman's T151 with another barrow site in the area, numbered by him Blagdon 6. The 

siting and dimensions given in these sources are at variance so a measured survey carried 

out on the 25 October 1991. The mound is uniformly circular and is crossed by a field 

wall 1.5 m south of the centre, where there is a circular depression 5 m in diameter and 

0.3 m deep, with a shallow trench radiating towards the north west edge of the mound. 

The sector to the north of the wall has been disturbed by ploughing to expose the stony 

composition of the mound. It lies about 262 m AOD on the false crest of a north east-

facing slope and is conspicuous in an area disturbed by mining. This setting makes 

identification difficult but classification as a Bronze Age round-barrow cannot be ruled out 

7. Lether Barrow. 

Parish : Priddy but Ubtey before 1974. 

Locality : 500 m W of Ubley Warren Farm. 

NGR (amended) : ST 50805537. 

Dimensions : Diameter 22 m and height 1.5 ni. 

This round barrow is recorded as Ubley 8 by Grinsell (1971, p. 121), who notes that 

perhaps it is 'Lethcrberga' of the c. 1181 charter bounds of the Witham Carthusians, which 

have been published by Gough (1928, pp. 87-8). On the 1570 map (S2), see photograph 

(Figure 6), it is shown as a barrow called 'The Turret over the Weste Mynderyes' (Williams, 

1982, p. 4). Grinsell's siting and dimensions were amended slightly following a measured 

survey on the 15 October 1991. The barrow is conspicuously sited on the highest point 

in the area about 270 m AOD. It was originally round but almost half has been cut away 

on the south west side by a mining rake, about 4 m deep, which has steep rock-cut sides. 

There is a shallow depression in the south east sector apparently from more recent mining. 

Confirmation that this barrow was used as a boundary marker from the twelfth century 

AD to modern times comes from other documentary sources. It is called 'Lctherbarghe' 

in 1533 bounds of Ubley commons (SI). This is a manorial and mining liberty boundary 

between Ubley and Charterhouse-on-Mendip marked on maps, 1772 (S5) and 1907 (S12), 

which show the different line taken by the parish boundary in the area (Figure 5). Although 

the barrow is not actually marked on these maps it is sited where there is a significant 

change of direction in the manorial boundary. 
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H. Little Barrow, alternative sitings, 

Site (a). 

Parish 

Locality 

NGR 

Dimensions 

Priddy but Ublcy before 1974. 

320 m WSW of Ubley Warren Farm. 

ST 50955522. 

Diaincicr 9 m and height 0.3 m. 

This siting is recorded as a round barrow, Ublcy 8a, by Grinsell (1971, p. 121) who 

notes that it is a cairn with a hole in the centre. He suggests (1988, p. 25) that it could 

be 'Litclbarghc'. which in the 1533 Ubley bounds (SI), is recorded between 'Stengebergh' 

(Blagdon 8, Stangbarrow otherwise Stoncbarrow) and 'Letherbarghe' (Ubley 8, discussed 

above). These points are not quite in line on the ground but a straight alignment was chosen 

when the extant late-eighteenth century boundary wall was constructed 45 m west of the 

cairn. This in itself does not disqualify this siting as boundaries were often straightened 

during the eighteenth and nineteenth century enclosures. When examined by Grinsell the 

cairn had probably already been degraded by field improvements in the Iate-1960s. When 

visited on the 15 October 1991, although the same size. Hat stones were seen on the surface 

and there was evidence of collapse in the central depression. It lies on the line of a mining 

rake, which is undisturbed in the field to the north, so perhaps it is not a barrow but one 

of the many abandoned mine shafts in the area. 

Site (b). 

Parish : Priddy but on Charlcrhouse-on-Mendip—Ubley boundary 

until c.1900 and then Blagdon—Ubley boundary' until 

1974. 

Locality 

NGR 

Dimensions 

330 m SW of Ubley Warren Farm. 

ST 51025505. 

Diameter 6 m and height 0.3 m. 

There is stronger evidence for this siting which is on the pre-1974 parish and manor 

boundary. The 1570 map (S2), sec photograph (Figure 6), marks an unnamed boundary 

point in this vicinity and the 1809 map (S9) accurately locates a "cairn" on the boundary 

wall. When this spot was visited on the 15 October 1991 it was observed that the boundary 

wall crosses over the centre of a low mound. It is inconspicuous and seems too small to 

be a barrow but could be a purpose-built boundary cairn which was appropriately called 

Little Barrow in the early perambulations. 

9. Barrow TI46 (rediscovered). 

Parish (amended) 

Locality 

NGR (amended) 

Dimensions (amended) 

Priddy but West Hurplrce before 1974. 

300 m W of Templedown Farm. 

ST 51315486. 

Diameter c. 15 m and height 0.2 m. 

This site was first recognised by Tratman (1928, p. 31) who records itasT146, a simple 

bowl-barrow, measuring 8.2 m in diameter and 0.6 m in height, at LAT 51°N; 17 mins, 

23 sees. LON2°W; 41 mins, 51 sees. In 1964 this barrow was searched for unsucessfully 

by Grinsell (1971, p. 121), who in his listing of TI46 as Ubley 6a, quotes a different 

Tratman reference and also wrongly converts the coordinates to NGR ST 510551, which 

is in Ubley parish. This should have been ST 513548 in the former West Harptree parish. 

When this area, which is now a field under grass, was searched on the 15 October 1991 

a low mound was located. This appears to be all that is now remains of barrow T146, 

after being degraded by machine levelling in the late-1960s. It is 186 m south east of the 

prominent Stangbarrow (Ubley 8) and lies on a false crest, about 262 m AOD, of a broad 

north west-south east ridge. 
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10. Pillow mound in Charterhouse Warren. 

Parish : Priddy but Charterhouse-on-Mendip before c,!900 and 

then Blagdon until 1974. 

Locality : 400 m WSW of Ubley Warren Farm. 

NGR : ST 50875520. 

Dimensions : Length 28.5 m, width 11 and height above ground level 

0.7 m, with flanking ditches, width 5.5 m and depth 

0.3 m. 

This post-medieval pillow mound of typical proportions was located and surveyed by 

measurement on the 15 October 1991. 1c lies in an area undisturbed by mining and was 

constructed by piling up soil dug from the flanking ditches. It lies within the area of 

Charterhouse Warren described by Russett (1989) who traces its history from the seventeenth 

to the nineteenth century. 

//. Boundary ditch and bank of Ubley Warren. 

Parish : Priddy but on Ubley—Compton Martin boundary before 

1974. 

Locality : S and E of Ubley Warren Farm. 

NGR : ST 51105522 to ST 51725551. 

Dimensions : Length c.85O m. Ditch width 5.5 m and depth 0.2-0.5 m. 

Bank width 1.5-2.5 m and height 0.2-0.7 m. 

When first examined by Everton (1969) it was suggested that this prominent ditch, 

with a bank on the north side, might be an Iron Age feature as the Sarum-Charterhouse 

Roman road seeemed to be built across it. A reappraisal by Williams (1991) points out 

that the 1772 Ubley map (S5) shows that the 'Road from Frame to Axbridge', abandoned 

since, then followed the line of the Roman road in this area, which accounts for the levelling 

of the bank and ditch at the crossing point. The 1533 Ubley (SI) bounds call this feature 

'Alfysshedyche' and the 1570 (S2), Figure 6, shows it as a double hedge-line called 

'Aldesdyche'. The 1768 bounds (S4) call it 'Alls Ditch alias Shore Ditch' and the 1777 

bounds (H3) call it 'Ash Ditch'. It is suggested that this feature was constructed in the 

thirteenth to fourteenth centuries to enclose Ubley Warren and, as discussed earlier, it 

has similar dimensions to the park pale or Mugfall' of Compton Martin Park and Chew Park. 

12. Black Rock in Ubley's Rake. 

Parish : Priddy but Ubfey before 1974. 

Locality : 200 m WSW of Ubley Warren Farm. 

NGR (alternatives) : (a) ST 51045523. (b) ST 51075527. 

Dimensions : (a) 2 m cube (in 1969, now buried). 

(b) Base 0.4 x 0.5 m and height 1.1 m. 

Everton (1969, p. 13) refers to the boundary point 'Black Rock in Ublcy's Rake' of 

the 1768 Liberty Bounds (S3) and thought that it was a prominent outcrop of rock in one 

of the Ubley Rakes. The present author also saw this rock at that lime but within a few 

years it was covered when this part of the rake was filled and levelled. This siting (a) 

is concordant with the perambulation which continues 'from the rake east to a ditch called 

Alls Ditch alias Shore Ditch' (Site 11 above). A less likely site (b), recorded by the present 

author on the 26 February 1991, is a pointed standing-stone set in field-wall 50 m to the 

north west. It lies at the bottom of the same rake and marks a slight turn in the wall. Like 

other stones in the wall it is of carboniferous limestone, significantly of the Black Rock 

series, but it is uncertain whether it predaies the construction of the late-eighteenth century 

wall. 
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13 Site of Dcadmansbury. 

Parish : Priddy but on Comptoii Martin-Ubley boundary before 

1974. 

Locality : 230 m SW of Warren Lodge. 

NGR (amended) : ST 51745554. 

Grinsell (1988. p. 25) lists Deadmansbury as Comptoii Martin 18, noting that it is 

described in the bounds written on the 1570 map (S2) as La heap of stones standing by 

the Blagdon-Wells road'. He thought that it had been removed to build stone walls in 

the area and that Warren Lodge may be on the site. He was unsure whether it was originally 

a barrow. Although not actually marked on the 1570 map it is precisely located by the 

1638-1809 maps and perambulations (S4-5 and Hl-5). The maps show that the modern 

road passing Warren Lodge was constructed following the local parliamentary enclosures 

starting in 1772 and that 'Deadmansbury' is a boundary point at the side of the older 

Biagdon-Wells road which was abandoned by the 1790s. Both roads are shown on Figure 

5. The description suggests a cairn but nothing now remains on the site, which is crossed 

by the boundary wail and lies almost at the bottom of a dry valley. This is not a usual 

siting for a prehistoric barrow and it may be only a coincidence that there is evidence 

of a human burial, or perhaps a sudden death, only 100 m west in Ubley Warren Swallet. 

Ferraro (1968, p. 22-23) reports that during the exploration of this cave system human 

bones, mixed with many small animal bones, were found in a chamber below the blocked 

North East Aven. Although the bulk of ihis deposit was left undisturbed a small sample 

was taken out to be examined by Dr R. Evcrton who identified the bones of domesticated 

animals and also human bones, comprising a first or second lumbar vertebra and fragments 

of frontal and parietal cranium. The age and method of deposition of the bones are not 

discussed by Ferraro but the situation of the aven suggests that at some time in the past 

it was open to surface, attracting fatal falls and also allowing bones to be washed into 

the cave. There is a chance that the human remains came from a disturbed grave nearby, 

but to speculate that this was at 'Deadmansbury' presupposes that it was a burial mound. 

It seems more likely that it was a purpose-built boundary cairn which attracted the local 

name 'Deadmansbury' because it resembled a burial mound or, more fancifully, that it 

was named to commemorate an accidental death in the area. 
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APPENDIX 

MANUSCRIPTS CONSULTED 

Somerset Record Office, Taunton. 

No. Date Description Accession Rcf. 

SI. c.1533. Bounds of Ubley Manor Commons. DD/S/HY,6(I7I) 

S2 c. 1570 Map of Mendip centred on Compion DD/SPY, 110 

Martin showing prc-enclosure roads. 

settlement and boundaries. 

53. 1736. Map of Somerset by John Strachey. DD/SH 

54. 1768. Perambulation of the Liberty and DD/WG, 14(36) 

and Royalty of East Harptree and (10 June) 

Honor of East Harplree. 

55. 1772. Map of the commonable lands and Q/RDe, 62 

wastes of the parish of Compton Martin 

by Tho(mas) Jeffery, of Wrington. 

56. 1782. Map of Somerset by Day and Masters. DD/GF 

(reprinted in 1982 by Somerset Record 

Society, volume 71). 

57. 1791. Plan of Conipton Martin Commons, Q/RDe. 71 

new enclosures. 

58. 1793. Map of the Manor of West Harptree. T/PH/dcL 15 

59. c.1809. Map of the Royalty of East Harptree DD/WG 

and the Honor of Richmond. 

S10. 1840. Compton Martin tythc map. D/D/Rt, 341 

Sit. 1896. Sale particulars and plan of Chew DD/BR/Co, 1 

Park Farm and lands. 

S12. 1907. Minerals at Ubley the property of DD/STL. 9 

B.E.Somers Esq.. Clifton Trustees and 

Lady Annals (on 1902 O.S.map.) 
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Huntington Department of Manuscripts, San Marino, U.S.A. 

No. Date Description Accession Ref. 

Hi. 1720 Perambulations of Campion Martin ST, Brydges 

(26 May) Hill. Includes notes of agreement manorial, Box 5 

and with a 1638 boundary plan and 

1722 encroachments by West Harptree from 

(18 May) 1664. 

H2. 1760 Perambulation of the Manor of Compton ST, Grcnville 

(20 June) Martin; a sketch plan of bounds, not manorial, 

to scale. Box 49(5) 

H3. 1777 Private perambulation [14 August) of ST, Brydges 

Compton Martin shown to Mr Jcffery. manorial. 

Public perambulation (26 August) of Box 5. 

West Harptree. 

H4. c.1777 A plan of Compton Martin Common on ST map 104 

Mendipp (sic); a sketch plan with no 

scale showing boundaries, 1638-c. 1777. 

H5. c.1777 A plan of Complon Martin Commons on ST map 105 

Mendipp (sic) by T(homas) JelTery; scale 

about 6 inches to the mile, showing 

boundaries 1638-cl777. also 

Templedown Warren, Hycien Farm and 

Chancellor's Farm. 
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