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ABSTRACT 

Between October 13 1817 and July 12 1852, Lewis Westou Dillwyn of Swansea kept a detailed 

diary of his life. A wealthy landowner and naturalist with an interest in geology, Dillwyn was 

in contact with other prominent men such as William Buck hind of Oxford. In particular, entries 

in his diary give greater details and accurate dates of the first examinations of Paviland Cave, 
and correctly identify other people that were involved including Mary Theresa Talbot of" Pcnrieu. 

LEWIS WESTON DILLWYN 

Lewis Weston Dillwyn (Fig. 1) was born on 21st August 1778 and, whilst 

Morris (1980) suggests a later date on a 'corrected' calendar, Dillwyn's diary 

entries support the 21st August date. Jackson (1888) and others (Anon, 1959; 

North, 1934) gives his place of birth as Ipswich, but Morris (1980) states it 

is in St. Thomas Square, Hackney, London. This is substained by a document 

written by Dillwyn, in the family archives (Morris, pers. comm). A sister of 

Dillwyn married a man from Ipswich, but no other link with the town is 
known. 

Fio. 1 — Lewis Weston Dillwyn in 1841. 

Dillwyn's diary for Sept. 18th 

01" that year records that, 

whilst in Cheltenham, 'Miss 

Mary & I had our LIKENESSES 

taken at a new photographic 

Institution which within 

these few days has bbsn 

opened.' a studio on the 

Promenade had opened on 

13th Sept., operated uy 

Richard Low under Beard's 

British Dagukrkeotype 

licence, and he was 

undoubtedly the 

photqqraphbr. 

t'hoiogniph courtesy of Swansea Museum 
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Dillwyn became a botanist and natural hislorian following his education 
in Tottenham. In 1800 he became a member of the British Mineralogical 
Society (Woodward, 1907), a forerunner of the Geological Society. After 

the purchase by his father of the Cambrian Pottery, Dillwyn moved to 

Swansea in 1803 to take charge of the business. In 1817 he left the pottery 

in favour of public life, becoming high sheriff of Swansea in 1818 (Anon, 

1959). His published scientific works were concerned with botany and conch-

ology. Further biographical details may be found in the Dictionaries of 
National and Welsh Biography. 

Dillwyn married Mary Llewelyn in 1807, thereby ensuring his son John's 

future wealth upon John's inheritance of his grandmother's estate. John had 

a younger brother, Lewis Llewelyn Dillwyn, and two sisters—Fanny, older 

than himself, and Mary. Two other children died at an early age. Dillvvyn's 
relationships with other prominent men of the time, the early production of 

cave photographs by Dfllwyn's son, and Swansea's association with the 
inventor of photography, Henry Fox Talbot, are discussed in a separate 

paper (Howes, in press). A branch of the Talbot family lived at Penrice 

Castle on Gower, where Dillwyn often stayed. 

Spritsail Tor 

5 km 

Fig. 2—The Gower peninsular 

Dillwyn lived just outside Swansea at Penllergare (Fig. 2) at a mansion set 
in its own grounds. Although the building is now gone, the area still carries 
the name as Penllergaer. From here Dillwyn could visit Swansea and his 

friends on Gower with ease, normally on foot or using a horse-drawn 

carriage. He knew most of the local dignitaries and, as magistrate, mayor of 

the town, and first president of the Royal Institution of South Wales, he 
was deeply involved in local affairs. 

Dillwyn's father lived at Higham Lodge, Walthamstow, London, causing 
many visits either by boat to Bristol before continuing by mail coach, or 
more often by using the Gloucester route and stopping at Oxford. Here, his 

mother-in-law lived and his son John was at University from 1828. This 

situation aided his relationships with other geologists and natural historians 
of the time, such as Buckland, with whom he spent a great deal of time. 
The men had much in common, and Dillwyn's frequency of travel through 

the town must have proved both convenient and pleasurable to both. 
Between October 13 1817 and July 12 1852, Dillwyn kept a diary of his 

travels and interests, in 36 volumes. Much of it is of his personal life or 
business activities, but entries concerning Buckland and various cave exca 
vations are invaluable in adding detail to what is already known. Previously 
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published extracts from the diaries (e.g., North, 1942; Randall & Rees, 1963) 

are thought to have been taken from an unpublished typescript of part of 

the diary; these are frequently incomplete, with phrases or words missing or 

incorrect in details of spelling or punctuation. Quotations used in this paper 

have been taken from the private transcript of Richard Morris, who lias 

rechecked them against the original for accuracy. The original diaries are 

deposited with the National Library of Wales at Aberystwyth, although they 

are currently withdrawn from the shelves. 

Other people now associated with caves, besides Buckland, were also 

known to Dillwyn, for example Colone! E. R. Wood of Stout Hall, 

Reynoldston. He was the archaeologist who examined many of Gower's 

bone caves in the late 1840s and 1850s. Information concerning Wood's 

finds remains sparse, but the excavations are mentioned in the reports of the 

Royal Institution of South Wales and by such workers as Falconer (1860). 

Dilhvyn knew Wood through politics; both were members of Parliament, 

Wood representing Brecon and Dillwyn Glamorgan. This was a further 

factor that added to the frequency of Dillwyn's visits to London. However, 

although of general interest, these other mentions add nothing of substance 

on the subject of caves. Dillwyn's friend, Buckland, is the major exception. 

WILLIAM BUCKLAND 

The Rev. William Buckland, Professor of Geology at Oxford, is well 

known to speleologists as a major cave archaeologist of the last century. His 

work is adequately covered elsewhere (e.g. Boylan 1967; Cannon, 1970); 

Dillwyn's diaries serve to supplement what is known of his life, and correct 

some erroneous details surrounding the excavation of Paviland Cave. 

Dillwyn's first brief reference to Buckland occurs in London on November 

27th 1819, but there are no details given save that Dillwyn dined with him 

at a Dr Wollaston's. Buckland was well known to those at Penrice on Gower, 

and often corresponded with one of the sisters. This was interspersed with 

visits, for example on the 17th October 1821, when Dillwyn met him in 

Swansea, en route to Penrice. On this occasion Buckland was taken by 

Dillwyn to his home at Penllergare, where he stayed until the 19th. These 

were the first of many reported meetings both on Gower and in London and 

Oxford. 

Whilst staying at Oxford, Dillwyn often attended Buckland's lectures, 

including two on the 14th and 16th of February 1822 on 'Kirby Cavern' 

[i.e. Kirkdale]. They were close colleagues, and spent a lot of time both then 

and later touring the colleges or examining specimens. Further meetings 

occurred in March 1822, and again in London on the 4th November 1822 

when Dillwyn was visiting the British Museum and 'accidentally met Buckland 

who had just returned from Bohemia'. 

PAVILAND CAVE 

Having returned to Swansea, Dillwyn became involved with some of the 

first examinations of Paviland Cave (N.G.R. SS 43678587), then known as 

Goat Hole. This cave became an exceptionally important archaeological site 

(Campbell, 1977). 

The first inspection was made sometime in 1822 by the Rev. John Davies 

and his brother, surgeon Daniel Davies, both from Reynoldston (Davies, 

1885; Oldham, 1978). Both men were probably known to Dillwyn at this 



DILiAVYN DIARIES 301 

time, although their surname being so common in the area it is difficult to 
determine this with any certainty. A Rev. J. Davis often dined at Penllergare, 
according to diary entries, and Diliwyn later used this incorrect spelling when 

referring to John Davies the cave explorer (Diliwyn, 1840). The association 
of the two men is certain only in later years. 

However, it was not Diliwyn but the more local Talbot family that was 
first informed of the find by Davies when the curate brought two Roman 

coins from the cave to be 'deposited in the Museum at Penrice Castle' 
(Diliwyn, 1840). Daniel Davies also found a 'coin of the Emperor Caurausius' 
(Davies, 1885), although its eventual fate is not known. Most material 
collecled by Diliwyn, Buckland and other related workers is to be found 

either in the Royal Institution of South Wales (under the control of University 
College of Wales, Swansea), or in the Oxford University Museum. 

At the time of Pavitand's examination by Davies, Diliwyn was entertaining 

Sir Humphrey Davy, inventor of the safety lamp, at Penllergare. Another 

friend of both the Dillwyns and the Talbots was also present, the Rev. 

John Montgomery Traherne (1788-1860), both men staying over Christmas. 
Traherne, an amateur geologist, was to later marry Charlotte Talbot, the 

third eldest of the sisters at Penrice. A portrait of Traherne is to be found 
in Steegman (1962). 

On the 26th of December Diliwyn, Traherne and Davy went by carriage 
to stay at Penrice for a few days. The following day, the 27th, Diliwyn and 

Traherne went to Paviland to inspect the cave. They took with them the 

eldest of the Talbot sisters, Mary Theresa Talbol (1795-1861). She was the 
daughter of Lady Mary Cole, now married to Christopher Cole M.P., from 

her first marriage to Christopher Mansall Rice Talbot. Mary Theresa was 

normally referred to by Diliwyn and others as 'Miss Talbot', following the 

old convention of using a title only for the eldest unmarried daughter (West, 
1980). This usage is born out by Dillwyn's diaries, where Mary Theresa is 

not mentioned by name but the other daughters such as Jane or Charlotte 
are, although some confusion is created by the number of people named 

'Ma'-y'. In his diary Diliwyn consistently follows correct forms of address, 
even occasionally extending this to members of his own family. Identification 
of Miss Talbot as being either of the other two girls (e.g. by North, 1942) is 
therefore incorrect. 

Dillwyn's diary entries for 1822 include the following references to Paviland 
Cave: 

Friday 27 Dec. John Traherne, Miss Talbol and I spent most of ihe Day at a Cavern 
which has been discovered on the Coast about 6 miles \V. of Penricc, & we there found 
the Bones of Elephants & etc. 

Saturday 28 Dec. Miss Talbot and I went again to the Cavern & brought away a great 
quantity of Bones—Sir M. Davy & Jo Traherne left us & in the afternoon I returned 
home. 

The bones removed from the cave were retained in the family museum at 
Penrice. 

This account differs slightly from a later one by Diliwyn (1840), normally 
used as the basis of dating the visits. Being part of his day to day diary, it 
can be taken as the more accurate. In 1840, as part of a project to raise 
money for Swansea Infirmary, Diliwyn wrote a book titled Contributions 
towards a history of Swansea. In this he included entries in diary form. For 
the Paviland excavation he incorrectly gives the date as December the 23rd, 
mentioning Miss Talbot, but not Traherne, as his companion. 

Paviland being an obviously important discovery, Buckland was informed 
of the find by Lady Mary. He immediately responded with a letter (Buckland, 
1822) to Penrice, not to Lady Mary but to Mary Theresa (although only 
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using the formal title of 'Miss Talbot*), in which he asked for his thanks for 
the information to be conveyed to her mother. His letter showed the great 

attention to detail that Buckland required, and indicates the interest that 

Mary Theresa must have herself had for the subject. It was also implied 
that Buckland knew of the cavern before Mary Theresa's own examination 

on the 27th, In his letter he pleaded as his excuse a prior engagement, and 

added: 

1 am indeed sorry . . . nol to . . . have assisted at llic opening of your very interesting 
new Cave at Paviiand the Circumstances of which must form another feature in my 
work and of which I hope lo receive from you and Mr. Dillwyn a full detail . . . 

Meantime pray have the Mouth closed up again to prevent destruction. 

Obviously Buckland did not comprehend the size of the entrance, which was 
far too huge to permit any such closure and which had always been open Lo 

the elements. 
Buckland actually arrived in the company of John Traherne just after 

breakfast on the 18th of January 1823, earlier than Dillwyn expected. The 
men were 'engaged together Geologically nearly all day', probably in examin 

ing some of the specimens in Dillwyn's own collection. The next day, Sunday 

19th. 

Mr Buckland, Jo Traherne & I walked lo & from Uansafalach Church in the morning, 
& Mary [Dillwyn's wife] wen! in the Carriage—Soon after 2 Buckland & Traherne went 

to Penrice, & 1 was prevented from accompanying them by more Business . . . 

£ 0 

Fig. 3—Entry in Dillwyn's diary POR 21 January 1823, DBSCR1BINQ a visit to Pavilanid 

with Buckland 

Dillwyn occupied the next day in Swansea, from where he went to Penrice 

with his wife and John, his son, arriving 'soon after 4'. For the next two 

days both Buckland and Dillwyn were involved with further examinations 

of the cave: 

Tuesday 21. Went with Miss Talbol & John Traherne to meet Buekland who had gone 

early, at Goat Cave near Paviiand, & from thence we went together to look at Hounds 

Mole & Deborah Cave—We all got back to dine at Penrice. 

Wednesday 22. Miss Talbol, & Miss Grant went in the Soeialet [a type of horse-drawn 

carriage] & Jo Traherne & I on fool to the head of the Great Tor where Buckland found 

his way to examine a Cavern without any success—Prom thence we went to Pennard 
Castle, & there Buckland & Traherne proceeded in their Chaise homeward & the 

remainder of us returned to Penrice—The frost continues unusually severe. 

The first of these two entries is reproduced in Fig. 3. 

These dates match those in Dillwyn's 1840 account of Paviiand, when he 

added that: 

Mixt up in the rubbish on the floor with the remains of various animals we found 

numerous small chips and other larger pieces of Hint, which were rudely knapped, as if 

these caves had once been places of concealment for a manufacturer of Celtic arrow 

heads and spears . . . From the discovery of Roman coins and other similar artificial 

productions in both I he caves, il may perhaps also be inferred that . . . they were only 

the recesses of one much larger cavern when these manual operations were carried on. 
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Another find of a Roman coin was made on August 12 1836 by J. G. 

Jeffreys and G. G. Francis (Dillwyn, 1840), both members of the Royal 

Institution of South Wales. 

From Dillwyn's account of the 21st, Buckland would have been taken to 

Paviland by either Traherne or Talbot on the 20th. Without this visit he 

would not have been able to leave before the others and meet them there, 

and so an accurate date can be deduced for his initial examination. The two 

days he spent at the cave were used as the basis for the entry in his Reliquiae 

diluvianae (1823), which was just being completed. 

FURTHER ASSOCIATION WITH BUCKLAND 

Despite his obvious interest in the subject of geology and archaeology, 

Dillwyn did not follow further in Buckland's footsteps, although he did 
record other visits to caves and meetings with his friend. The sea caves at 

Tresilian, near Traherne's home, were visited on the 10th Sept 1825. Those 

at Dunraven, later photographed by his son John Dillwyn Llewelyn were 

examined with Traherne on the 12th. 

Buckland is next encountered at Oxford in November 1825, when Dillwyn 

is returning from London. On the 26th he helped Buckland perform a rather 

strange experiment when he buried 24 toads, enclosed in different types of 

stone, to see how long they would survive. Further visits to Oxford were 

made in June 1827, when his son John failed his matriculation exams, and 

again in December 1827 when his entry to the college was secured. Over the 
next few years, particularly whilst John was at Oxford, there arc many 

meetings between Dillwyn and Buckland, all being of a social nature. 

It was June 1831 before Buckland again visited Penllergare. Although 
expected on the 29th, he did not arrive until the 30th. Friday 1st July was 

taken up by a 'visit to Bacon and Minchin Hole's'. Dillwyn had an injured 

knee which had been treated with leeches and was 'too bad to accompany 

him'. Buckland's examination of the two sea caves was therefore conducted 
alone. This inspection was much earlier than the first major excavations by 

Colonel Wood, which took place about 1850 and 1851 respectively. 
The next year Buckland was again at Penllergare on July 19th, when 

Buckland, Jeffreys, and the geologist W. D. Conybeare arrived 'to enquire 

about the Hyena's Den in Caswell Bay.' It is likely that Dillwyn had 
previously examined the cave, and told them of the find as friends and fellow 

members of the Royal Institution. The next day, Friday 20th July 1832, 

Buckland Conybeare, J. Jeffreys, John & myself went in the Socialct let [sic] lo Caswell 
Bay & we took up Vivian at Singleton—remained all clay examining the remains of the 
Cave & got back at J past 6 to Dinner a! Penllergare. 

The Vivians were a well known Swansea family. 

The next day, having stayed with Dillwyn, the two geologists left to visit 
John Traherne. The remains of the cave are still present just above high 

water mark at the West end of Caswell Bay (N.G.R. SS 58938757), but it is 
presumed that much of the original passage has been lost by the action of 
the sea. 

DILLWYN'S CONTINENTAL TOUR 

In 1836 Dillwyn, Mary his wife, and his children Lewis, Fanny and Mary, 

went on a tour of the continent 'with intent of following our Fancies to 

Switzerland or elsewhere'. In his diary entries his wife and daughter are 
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distinguished by the terms Mrs and Miss D. They were accompanied by their 

friends, Mr and Mrs. Moggridge, whose son Matthew married Fanny. They 

left home on July 19th, Dillwyn keeping a diary of the event in a separate 

volume, number 20 of the series. 
During the 'ramble' the group visited two ice caves. The first was on 

Sunday September the 4th, when Dillwyn and two friends started from 

Grindelwald and 

walked to the Lower Glacier where there is a large Cavern of brilliant blue & while Ice 
from which a River of milky Water issues—this is splendid but the Glaciers themselves 

have a dirty appearance like Snow in the London Streets & they have rather disappointed 

me. 

The second cavern was visited on the 24th of September, when 

About 8 Mary & 1 starled in a Charabanc & drove through the Villages of Lcs Pres 

and Les Bois [near Chumonix] to the Source of the River Arvcron as it issues from a 

Cavern (now nearly all fallen in) a! the foot of the Glacier de fiois. 

Arveiron was the first cave visited by Mattel (Shaw, 1986). Although a 

photograph shows its appearance around 1858, it is interesting to note the 

comment that it had nearly all collapsed in 1836, yet remained a tourist 

attraction. 

FURTHER DIARY ENTRIES 

Later entries do not add any useful knowledge on the subject of caves, 

although occasional mentions are made. One such is of a visit by his children 

Mary, John, and his wife Emma, to Bacon Hole on the 1st April 1837. 

Mary Dillwyn returned to the same location on the 20th May 1848 with 

Lewis Dillwyn and his wife, Elizabeth, daughter of the geologist De la Bechc. 

Buckland himself became an increasingly regular visitor to Gower, staying 

with Dillwyn, Lewis, or Fanny, although the diary does not indicate any 

further excavations. 

The final entry of any significance is on June 4th 1842, when Dillwyn and 

members of his family visited Mumbles and rowed out to Bracelet Bay 'to 

see the Cavern under the Light House for upwards of an hour'. The large 

entrance to Bob's Cave (N.G.R. SS 63488713) was a supposed smugglers' 

haunt. It was, he noted, '40 years this day since I first entered Swansea'. 

Similar visits were made to the caves in St. Margaret's Islands and Lydstep 

Caverns near Tenby in June 1848. 

The diaries cease with some sporadic entries in volume 36, during which 
time Dillwyn was ill and in some pain. The final entry was on July 12th 

1852. He died on 31st August, 1855. 
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