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Caves of the Bristol District. 
\ I ;y E. K. TIL\Bl.\:\. 

T Il!' uiJjec t o f th i,., paper is to p la ce on record by m eans of 

brief notes the pos it ion of the numerous caVb in and round Bristo l. 

The majority of t hese caves are sma ll , alld a numbe r are of no 

g rea t impo rta nce . 

Fo r p urpose;; o f reference the caves a re numbered consecutive ly 

on Ihe a ccompanying m ap, and fo r s till greate r convenience can 

be di v ided into three groups. 

Group 1. e IV!'S n um be reel 1- 8, and situated in Leigh 
\o\loocis , Oll t.he le ft bank of the Rive r Avon. 

Gro up II. Caves , llllm bered 9- 16, on t he right bank of 

the l~ i ve r Avon. 

Group III . Caves numbe red 17-20. Th is g roup in cludes a ll 

ca ves II O t in cl uded in groups I and II. 
GROUP I. 

ve I . Thi,.; is a s m a ll cave which o p ell s at the foo f o f rt, 
small o utc rop of COil g loI1ll'ra te , and lies some 50- 70 fee l above the 
level of tlw Avon at lllE' mouth of the" Spa r" vall!,;y . and on its 

K o r thc rn h;tllk. The' floo r m ig ht re p ay· excava tjoll , an d it is 

hop pd tllal a trial II ill be made he rt:. 

Clf l't'~. Thi" i-, J. small cave lyin g in the No r the rn s idp of 
the valley para ll e l t(l , :lnci immed ia tely K orth of N ig htin ga l(> Valley . 

The cntralH·C is ill C'vn"picuou::i, and is readi ly o ve rl ook crl II)' anyone 

passing on lv a k w fec t away. A watt.! rwont rif! Ii.'ad .,; o ll l of lhe 

little' Ch;)[ lllwr. l' lll i~ cho ked a f('w fed brll il " 0 11 . T \lis CLlVf' is 

ill Ii n1(' ,., t eJlll ' . 

Ca"/iC' 3. T I,is i ~ a typic; d r ifl I " I\ ~ Ill" Ili ll g ill lfJ 11 1(- limes tone 

diff on ill!' SII II 1II s ide o f til " '-: 1111(' \.,lI lt \ I I ' \'q , 2, J l is a pp l"O x i

mate ly 7:'1 y; l rd~ rrom tIll.' Ite,It I "r ti ll v: t1 lt y al a ,,.,pot lI·he re' the 

cl iffs are w lI g ltl y 100 f"1 ·1 high . I II\' I'll\' (; co n::; ist5 u f two watl;r
worn rifts ly ing vc rti..;dl y :Iho vt' (l 11(' cJllotht:r; bo th of them end 

a short \\"a~ ' ill , lhe rod, d l 'scendin l;{ stee ply to I11 f'C't the a lm os t 
horizontal Hoor, in t Ile l 'rtSC (J r the:: lipper ont' 20 feet, a nd in the ('ase 

of the 10 11·('1" JO fcp t from the mout h . 



148 CAVES OF THE BRISTOL DISTRI CT 

Cave 4. This one is also in the same valley, as the last two , 
and Jies some 150 yards neare r th e::: Avon , a nd on the Soutll s ide 
of the va lley. It consis ts of two o penings on a birly widf ledge 
some 15 fee t from the to p of the high d ih, which her<: forms this 
side of the valley ; one op(,]lin g lead:; into a sm a ll chamber, while 
the other is choked a. few fee t in. Th.. · la tter might repay excava tion . 

Cave 5. The top of tbis cavr. is only a ffw feet under the 
road, where it run s alongs ide the Southe rn edgf' (If Xig htillgale 
Valley, at a point. ro ughly 150 yards from thl" mouth of the , ·aLley. 
It consists of a sm a ll cham he r with a passagv mnning on into the 
hill ; this passage is 20 feet long, an d is choked at the end. Ex
cavation o f the Hoo r m ight p rove to be a profi ta ble undertakin g, 
especially as both ' th is cave and Number 4 are in close proximity 
to B urwalls and S toke!eigh Camps respectively. 

Cave 6. This cave consis ts of a waterwo rn p assage running 
unde r the fioor of the 1I10st Northe rly of the quarries in Leigh 
\\Coods . 

Cave 7. This i ~ a small opening on the level o f the railway 
to Port.ishead at a spo t some 15 ya rds Sou th o f the Suspension 
Bridge. 

Crwc 8. This is also known as I3urwalls Ca ve , and I am in
de b ted to Mr. G. A. \-Vill s fo r permission to v is it and survey it. 
Like number I it is fo rmed enti rely in cong lomera te, and is in 
addilion by far the largest in t hi s group. It consis ts of a fa irly 
large ch:lJTJbcr with two passagrs rl1 llJ1 ing on into the hill. The 
cho ked 1~' ll lIin a iion of these pa~~agcs m ust lie vc ry dose to the 
underl ying lillll'"l uIIC. Il is proba ble t hat the stream which fo rmed 
the ca ve ie; th<: onl' 1IIIirh nolV emergl.'s ve rt ica lly bdow it in t lie 
bed of the Avon . . \ Iii.'! e,(,nva tion o f the floo r might yie ld j'I> 

suits. 

ROUP II. All the caves in llii:; gro llp a re formed in limestone . 

ove 9. This one as we ll a" the next two are in the Obse r
valorv lIi ll . 1 am indebted to )\.fr. E . E. Bake r for the. acco un t 
of It:-, discove ry, which was made while blas ting a haulage way 
from tlit; f"(' :ld into H otwells Station . The cave con sisted o riginally 
of an cntrali l C 1' ~L<;"Llge 73 fee t long ending in a small bllt l!ea utiful 
'chamber: fnlil1 111 (' roof of this cham ber a passage leads u pwards , 
and is proba l)] y w nnected with anothe r op ening in the cliff. 
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,.. .. 
ave 10. Thi~ is b(·t[('r known <I ;; tl lf' G iants Cave. a nd lies 

un(kr the Obse rvatory. It is no t now entirely in its original 
s tak. 

Cave II . This is about on the same leve l as the Gian ts Cave 
but is further tn tile :\!orth, bejng jus t round the bluff oJ the hill . 
It consis ts uf a sfTl;.dl shelter wi th a liWe offshoo t passage into the 
hill. The !lour uf ttle Olltpc portiOIl migh t weJ l rep ay excava tion 
as it comman ds an excdk:nt vil'\\' (If till' valley leading down to the 
old ford ac ro,:s the Avon, alld it Illay wc ll ha ve been used in con
ne~· tiun \\,iUI the Clifton camp on the O bse rvato ry Hill above. 

rave I~ . This one as 11'(:11 as numhers 13 and I-l open on th 
face uf the Avon Hange or Great Qua rry. It is but a remn ant of 
a II1l lCh la rger cave, and now consis ts of a fa ir s il,ed chambe r with 
a passage leading on into the li.rn estone, the entrancc to w hich 
i" always s ubmerged even in timcs of drought; a second passage:, 
no\\' choked, I am informed by a quarryman leads down to a sp ot 
unde r the tioo r of the qlla n-y. T hc cave is not easy of access, 
the laq t \\ ('\n' fee t being both di ffi cult and da ngerous. 

(a~'t' 13. The opening o f thi s one lies a t the sa me level above 
the floo r of the quarry as tlte prev ious one, an d 130 fee ! to the 
Nu rth. It is fairl y easy of aCl.:ess. and consis ts of a sm all cham bt.: r 
with two choked passages lead ing on into tlte rnc k. 

ave 14. This Oll e li es at the e"trenll' ;\ (l r thc rn end of the 
quarry, abo ut 50 feel from t he to p of t'11l~ cliff face , which is here 
ove r 200 fee t high. The cave ca n on ly be reac hed by a desccn t 
from abDve as the nx k is absolutely "hee r; the entrance; is 11;IITOW 

but expands a sho rt way in . At a dis tance of thirty k d f rom 
the en t ran ce the cave take!' a sba rp turn to the SOlllh fo r a fu r t he r 
thirt y fee t. ending in a sm a ll g rotto. from ",hiell a chokNl pas.sage 
leads to fmthc r depths. 

'ave 15. This is a possible cav(' clnsc to S;-Lin t \ nd rcw 's 
well , ncar the bed tom o f t he C ully. The he,wy rain ;; f [he las t 
two montlls h <LC; prevented <I ll\' ":-;p ll)]'atioll l}I' voml 1I 1 a rtificial 
entrance to tilis place. 

(uvt' 16. This agcLin is but 11 11.: remnant of a cave. a nd is 
situa teci in tlie No rtl}(~ rn ex tre mit y r;f the Sea Walls. r am in
debted to thl' owne r, 1\11'. 11. H . Townsend , for pe rmission to ex
a vatt' in tliis cave in addit.ion to su rveying it. Th,· cnVe con sis ts 
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Cave 4. This one is abo in the same vaUey, as the last two, 
and lies some 150 yards nearer the Avon, and on the South sitle 
of the valley. It consists of two openin gs on a fairly widp ledge 
some 15 fect from the top of the high difi, which he re forms this 
side of the valley; one opl'lling leads into a small chClm ber, while 
the other is chokpc\ ,\ few 'fee t in. Th,·latter might repa~.' exca\'ation. 

ave 5. The top of this cave is only a f('\\' fcd und,' r the 
road, where it runs alongside tIll> Sonthern edge of :\ightingalf' 
Valley, at a poin t roughly 150 yanh from the mouth of the v~dl ey. 

It consists of a small chamher witll a passage mnning on into the 
hill; this passage i::; 20 fep t long, and i" choked at the end. Ex
cavation of the floor migh t prove to be a prohtable undertaking, 
especially as both · th is cave and Number 4 a re in close proximity 
to B urwalls and Stokcleigh Camps respecti vely. 

Cave 6. This cave consists of a waterworn passage running 
under the fioor of the mos t North~rly of the quarries in Leigh 
Woods. 

ave 7. This is a sma ll opening on the level of the railway 
to Portishead at a spo t some 15 vards South of the Suspension 
Bridge. 

Cflve 8. This is a lso known as 13urwalls Cave . ami I am in
debted to :VIr. G. A. Will ~ for permission to visit and survey it. 
Like number I it is form ed entirely in conglomerate, and is in 
addition by far the h'Lrgest in thi s group. It consis ts of a fairly 
larg(, "hambe r with two pass<1gC's runn ing on in to the hill. The 
cl!ok('d ll'n ni ll :} iion of these pa~;;ages m ust lie very close to the 
underlyillg lilli t''' I(JII ~. It is probabk that the stream which form ed 
the cave: is the one \\ hi rll now (>mergps ve rtically bdo\\' it in the 
bed of the Avon . . \ Ili:ti l!xravatioll of the floor might vit:ld )'1' 

suIts . 

ROUP II. All the caves in thi:; group are formed in limes tone. 

ave 9. This one as \-veU as the next two are in th(;) Obse r
vatmy Hill. 1 am indebted to :'III'. E . 1-:. Bake r for the. accoun t 
of do.. ,liscove ry , which was made while blas ting a haulage way 
from till' rI.ad in 10 Hotwells Station. The ca ve con sisted originally 
of <111 cntrann .' passage 73 feet long ending in a small but ~eautiful 
·chamber; fn 11"11 III<' roof of this chamber a passage leads upwards, 
and is probably connec ted with another opening in the cliff. 
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... 
Cave 10. This is better known as the Giants Cl\ ·\' . alld lies 

unekr tlw Obsen1atory. It is not 1I0 W en tirely in its original 
state. 

C,we II . This is about on the same level as the Gian ts Cu\'e 
but is further to til:' :\orth, being jus t round the bluff of the hill. 
it con~is ts of a small shelter wi th a little offshoo t passage in to tbe 
hill. The t100r (If tlw onter portion might well repay excavatioll 
as it colllmallds em <.; xcelle.n t vil'W of thf' va lley leading dOW Jl to the 
old ford anoss the AVOll, and it lila), \\,( ,.11 have been Ils!:'n in con
ne-: tion with tile Clifton camp on tlw Oi>Sl'],";ltory Hill above. 

('ave I~ . This one as \\'e ll as number,; 13 and l " ~ open on the 
faCl: of the Avon Range or G rpat Quarry. It is but a rem nan t of 
a IIIl1c h large r cave; , and 110\\' consists of a fa ir sized chamber with 
a passage leading 0 11 in to the limestolle , the en trance to which 
is always submerged even in times of drought; a second passage: , 
lIOW choked, I am informed hy tl quarryman leads down to a spot 
IlIlder the floo r of the quarry. The cave is not easy of ac('(',.;s, 
the las t twelve fee t being botll difficult and clange rons. 

ave 13. The open ing of ihis one li es at the same level aLo\'l~ 

the floor of the quarry as the prev ious one , and 130 k el 1(1 Ille 
~urth. It is fairly C<1S\- (If ; :,~cess . and COllsists o f a small ch; tllll)('r 
\l'ith two choked passages ll'ad ing on into (ill' ]'(wJ;. 

Clive 1.:1 . Thi,; Olll' li es at the extreme Korlbl: rn end of the 
quarr~', ai>(lllt 50 feet from the top of tlw cliff face . \\'h.ich is here 
ovcr 2()() fed high. The cave can only be reached by a c1",;;ccllt 
from above as the rock is absolutely sheer; the entrance is 1I:lITOW 
bllt expands a shorl way in. At a distance of thirtv ft.d from 
the ('lI tral1, '" the c;lve takes a sharp turn to th(' SOllnl fo r Ll fur ther 
thirt~· feet, ,'nding' in a small gro tto, from \\'hicl l ~ I <'ix d<N I passage 
lead;; to fllrtll< ·r depths . 

Cave 15. This is a poss ible <";1 Vl' c1o-,c to ~:lilll .\nd rew's 
wcll, 1I(,;lr til t.: bullom of the G,Jllv . Til,· Ilcav\' fain t; !II the last 
two fII!111llis IJclS prevented any (' :-, pl(lr:t1i(l11 i1" Y(ll1d 1l!C:: artificial 
,'ntrall(,(' t (1 (his place. 

'I1V/, Hi . I' bis again is bnt I he remn ant of a cave, and is 
situated ill till' No rthel'll extre l11itv <Ii the Sea \Va ll s . I;'I111 in 
debt( 'd to thl' (.I\·\,11c r , :'1[1'. 11. H. Townsend, for permission ( 0 cx
l'av;'lte in (hi~ (;ave in addition to surveying it. The cave consis ts 
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of a " pothole" and a low passage rUlIlIillg into the cl iff at a ~ light 

angle to thE' fa r-c, and in a Northerly dired ion . The contents of 
the floor lI"l'l"e barren of reillains. 

• 
GHOUP III. 

avl' 17. This sys tem of C:l.ves h:l.~ Geen broken into in no 
less tllan three places in Dial Quarry on Barrow Hill. It consists 
of a series of wate r passages through the hmE"s tone. As a whole 
the passages fo\1ow the dip of the s tra ta, and one se ries is con
nected with another hv means of ye r tica l passages . All arc choked 
a short \\",11' ifl 1J~ ' ref('l1 t fa ll s . caused by qua nying opera tion~ out
side. I am indebted to the Some rs(' ! Co unty Council for Iwr
mis:;ioll to \ 'isit this quarry 011 vario ll!' o("(" ls ions. 

ave IS. Tlt i~ is mere ly a small opening in th( ' nxk clo~(' t.o, 
and to the North, of the bridge over the River Tr:-'In at Coom\)(> 
Dillgle. 

avl' 19. The eJltrance to this cave is a small opening in Hw 
floor in th(' North- l ~a"l erIl corner of the old quarry on King's 
\Vcslon Dow1l . A \'utica! drop of twelve feet lands one on a choke 
composed of timber and stone. A further drop of the same mag
nitude in a Northe rly direc tion leads in to a small chamber irom 
which a low wide opcn ing leads in to a second cham ber. This 
is wide and low, and cnts the bedding plalIes almost at right 
angie's . .\ passage running So uthwards from the firs t plat
form Icad -; a fte r some twen ty-11V0 fee t to a vert ica l drop of twt'n ty 
fee t iuto III!' lliird chamber. All !lIe passages leading Ollt of thes" 
cham bers an.: l'il!lk, ·d . 

e m;.: 20 . The n(Il< ' ~ I' ll Il li ., ra.ve a re taken from .Ur. Ca tco tt's 
accollnt of his exploratioll (If l ilt! place in 1775. The cave goes by 
lite uame of Pen Park Hole, P C lI P'Hk, \V(·s tbury. It was discovered 
\\' hile mining for lead, ,md t11c li l;; t exploralion!' took place in 1669 
anll I fi S2. The en trance is now fill cd in, but ran E as t and Wc~ t 

f"r 35 fed. The en trance passage s loped \'c ry s teeply for about 
35 r, '('1, flnd was t he.n followed by a ve rtical drop of 40 fect in tv the 
la rge lil:lill r hrlt1lbcr t he floor of wh ich ,t\ so :;loper.i steeply' toward 
the No r!l!. l' lli " f' kl.mber was 200 h :d long by 120 fee t hroad at 
it:; wides t, \I·illt a large pool at the ~or!h end; seve ral large passages 
lead to other (' h::lrn!wr:5 , and one of these leads to a second entrance 
120 fee t to the East of the main one. 
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of a " pothole" and a lu\\' passage running in to the <Iiff at a s light 
anglt: to thc facc, and in a ~orthc rly direclioll . The contents of 
the floor were barren of n ·mains. 

Cnoup Ill. 

ave 17 . This sys tem of CaV(5 lias Lecn brukl' n inLu in no 
less than three places in Dial Qmrry on Harrow Hill. It consists 
of a se ries of water passages thro ugh the limes tone. As a whole 
the pac;sages follow the d ip of the ~ tra ta, and one series is con
nected with ano ther by means of vertica l passages. ALI are choked 
a short way if} by recent fall~ , ca llS<.'d by qua rrying ope ration s out
side. I am indebted to the Somerse t County Council for pf'r
mi!'sion to vi-;it 1 hi,; quarry OIl variolls Il(Ta,;ions. 

ave 18. Th is is mcre ly a small opl'ning in tl1f' ruck close to, 
and to the No rth , o f thl ' bridge over the River Tr.nD at Cooml)" 
Din~le . 

ave 19. The €'IItran cc to this can: is a small opening in the 
floo r in the North-Ea;;t(:' nl co rner of tlw old quarry on King's 
\ ,Vcston Dowll. A n ;rtical drop of twelve fed lands one on a choke 
composed of timber and s tone . A further drop of the same mag
nitude in a No rtllcrh' direct ion leads into a small chamber from 
which a low wide upening leads into a ,.;econd chamber. This 
is wide and low, and c uts the bedding plane,; almost at ri ght 
all~l c~ . !\ passage fUlllling Southwards from tlw firs t plat
fornl If'ari c; a fte r some lW l::lIty-fin:: feet to a vcrticaJ drop oI twenty 
fee l illt" tilt" illi rd chamber. All the p~L.,sages lead ing Ollt of these 
chamhe rs an, ch"k, ·u . 

ave 20. The 1101. ·... Oil t-lt is cave a rc taken frolIl .\11'. Catcott\ 
account of his exploralioll IIf f i ll' place in 1775. The cave' goes by 
the name of Pen Park Holt.:. PCII Pa rk , Wrs tbury. It was discove red 
while mining for lead, and the lil ,;t explorations took place in 1669 
;-1I1 c1 1682. The entrance is now IiUrd in, but ran East and Wes t 
fur 35 fept . The entrance passage sloped very s teeply for about 
35 [" ct, nnd was then followed by a vertical drop of 40 feet in tv the 
la rgt.: m:lill L' hnmbCT the flO<)f o f which a lso sloped steeply toward 
the North. T ltis r hamber was 200 fed long by 120 fee t broad at 
its widest , \\'itll a la rge pool at the North end : seve ral la rge passa ges 
lead to other c1 1<lmht!l'$ . and one of L1le::e leads to a second entra nce 
120 fed to tlte East of the main one. 
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