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Second Report on Rowberrow Cavern.!
By HERrRBERT TAYLOR,

During the past year it became necessary to dig a deeper
barrow-run, 62 feet in length and 9 feet in maximum depth, through
the platform at the mouth of the cave. Over 50 tons of carth
and rock were removed, Blasting had to be employed twice in
dealing with the very large stalagmite-cemented boulders which
underlie the upper two or three feet of carth, and these probably
represent a collapsed part of the cave. The material excavated
proved absolutely barrcu, until evidence of occupation was met
with ten feet from the cave-mouth.  Here, at a depth of eight feet,
were found bones of pig and other animals, some charred, along
with small quantities of iron-slag and charroal; these lay upon
a fairly level floor of large stalagmite-cemented boulders. The
depth corresponds to the fourth foot inside the cave, and probably
to the Black Band.

In addition, about 14 tons were removed from the cave itself.

FINDS.
Huaman Boxrs. ‘
A fragment of a Right Parietal bonce was found in the sccond
foot, and near it, but a foor belnw, part of @ huitman molar tooth,
the ¢rown of which was much worn.

A of a Left Parictal wa~ found in the exploratory
pit, in [ ¢ 2.t - to the pr o finds; but its depth was
uncertain, for it - - el o e floor of the pit, then six feet
deep, beneath e - - Ta preservation and general
appearance it correspon Right Parietal, and may belong
to the same individnal.

Orr ¢ I =re.
Na o aditionad species have been identified:
PoTTiRY.
At least o 7 vardetics of pottery have beun found o three

are typical La Tene in character, the remainder Romano-British.
All these varicties occur at all depths down to, and including,
the Black Band, owing no doubt to disturbance by animals - but
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in very different proportions at dilferent depths. The fragments
are for the most part small, and no vessel has been reconstructed.
1. The La Téne types.

70 per cent. to 80 per cent. of the fragments are found in the
Black Band. The pottery is not made on the wheel ; it is grey
or black, with coarser or huner white granules, and rescinbles that
from Read’s Cavern, but i3 undecorated. One == :] may be a
crucible.

2. The Romano-British.

Relatively very few fragments are found in the Blik Band
they are most abundant one or two fect above it.  There are at
least five varicties, all wheel-made. A part of a very large v+,
with a boss or leg on the ba. . v koo | nieced together.  Some
of the finc pottery is engraved with .7 stive ¢ tovn g of thiz o
is black aud polished, some grey ol vover oy by oa
light grey film.

BONE ARTIFACTS.
A flat bone article wit'« -v Aricallv-grooyved 0 iv oroh-

ably a sccond potter’s imr L

METAL ARTIFACTS.

1. Coms.
Two more coins hav- a found® ke hatof Terrices 11
described previously, v are British repraductions of Roman

models, carrent at the end of the Third, and in the carly part of
the Fourth Centuries. They are of Trrricvs I and VALERIANT
respectively o the word HirarITas has been attempted on v rever
of the latter.

In addition, f.. . .- of ut least four oli n
found. Al tho. - and the three comple - trom
the surface kover of 7 elay aad stooe

2. Wenpons,

Au iron arrow or lan. - - © - . was found at the
depth of three feer, and - o ~m the entrance. It is
reported to be probably i Bovad date®

1 For First Report sec Proceedings No, 2, p, 83,
¢ Kindly identificd by Mr. Reginald A, Smith, British Muscum,
3 Proceedings, Vol 1, No. 2, p. 8L
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3. Metal and Slag.

Partly smelted iron, and =lag, are fairly plentiful; the greater
part, including all the heavy pieces, occurs in the Black Band.

'LINT ARTIFACTS.

ot

Worked flints have been found ar all depths above the *‘ ce-
ment d floor,” and in its surface. They include :

An arrow-head, barbed and tal.
Age design.

.- 1, apparently of Bronze
A fragment of a lozene« <l .ped arrowhead (?).
Scrapers ; straight, concave and convex-cdged.

Knives :

’

many of these wre without any rctouch.

Picrcing ad boring tools, cte.

All th - appear to be of late Neolithi's or Bronze Age de-igus.
Several fragments of chert may be rov.liv-worked implements ;
one at leu~t apr ars to have bucn used.

STRATIFICATION AND CONCTLUSIONS.

The ~uecession of layers was described in :he previous report.
Unfortunately, disturbance by badgers and ¢ & animals has so
mixed the contents of the upper three to five {¢ -t in many places
that it 15 difficult to refer artic]  to each with certaunty, and hence

1 ' leoat what period the laver was formed.

T ‘ions seem to have occurred in the di »th ex-
cavar . + " cavual occupation in mediwval and modern
tine:

3. RoMANO-BRITISH.

This probably correspa -~ - Lo lowe o {oot of the surlace
layer of clav and stones. Tiwr o ¢ only slight signs of strati-
ficavr e ¢ ais layer, it is naturally the most disturbed. It

contair ' o 80 per cent. of the wheel-made pottery; pottery,
colns amwi - cnts, and burnt hone are more abundant in its
lowest

2. Tur SyMELDNING-ITEARTH, OR FORGE.
It was first suggested by Mr. Balch that the Black 13and was
a smelting-heartl, aud to judge by the large quantity of slag,
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partly smelted iron, and charcoal found in it, some adherent to
coarse potlery (crucibles?) or to stones, this suggestion is possibly
correct. Burnt bones of domestic and other animals are also
abundant.

With regard to the datc of the occupation, the following
points may be considered :—

(a) The Black Band, where undisturbed, is a well-defined
layer, distinct from that of clay and ste ¢

(6) Comparatively little slag, or partlyv-smelted iron occurs
in the superficial layers ; much, including all the heavy masscs,
i the Black Band.

(¢) All the Romano-British coins and fragnients were found
in the material above this layer.

(@) From 70 per cent. to . ! oo ae La Teac wepe of
pottery is found in the Black ™ . hwli o0 00 T e
ments, in spite of the relati Thees of U T w0 N Gy
has been found below it. (v ther haie s e Romano-Biiti=h
pottery is abundant in Cpart of 1 ver oo Lo
stones, very scanty in the ! 0 Bund.

(¢) The proximity = w0 A% Goverr. a0 Do )
station.  With regard v R NN TR < imprebable
that the two types v House to cthe 1.2 station
the distribution of fragiment- mav -t o merely a gradual
transition from one . the other. Bu. - wbance by uanimals is
at least as probable . n explanation « F the occurrence of the two
side by side; tle - orp boundary ol the layer where undistir” I
and the sudden ces ation of the iron industry, ~cen to in
a complete change of occupation rather than a R o

The provisio .} vou lusion is thal the B! Iy

Iron Age, or pos © v ocarly Romane-Fp o

1. Late NiotitHie, or Br

The thint mmplen. W an occupation at
some earlier period., ' Bronze Age.
They have been i in down to the ' Cemented

I
Floor " (the laver w0 nmeude..” - the Black Band), and in its
siurface, but not below 1t. They are not abundant in that tloor,
and but lttle more abundant in e foot or so imnicdiarely above
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it than nearer the surface. In the small area where the Black
Band is separated from the cemented floor, several were found
embedded in red earth between the two layers. The flints have
not come into the cave with carth from the hill-side, for the carth
moved in digeing the barrow-run, was found guite barren of flint
except close to the mouth of the cave.

The formation of such a stalagmite-cuinented floor (which,
although absent over large arcas, is continuous with a shelf more
than two feet thick running along one side of the cave), proves
that for a considerable interval very littie carth was accumulating ;
stalagmite 1s not being deposited to-dav; no part of the Black
Band or superficial lavers has been found cemented.  From this we
may conclude :—

(@) That the formation of the ““cemented Hoor” was prob-
ably very slow, and that the layers bencath it are much older than
those above ;

(h) That articles which bear a film of stalagmite probably
acquired 1t when lying in or on that Hoor; ... they are older
than the Black Band. Such articles are :—

Flint implements : 3! per cent. of the whole number, but
47 per cent. of those found near aveas where the stalagmite is pre- . nt,
.o, where there was a drip.  The percentage would be = till higher
it .. M sp-imens and flakes were excluded. 1t has been said

that t .7 war to be of the late Neolithic or Bronze Age.
A P A . ~hell.
Bones, some « ' . deer, badger. tox and rabbit.
Charcoal.
No pottery, metal or sl - < found bearing such a filnt,
The 1+ ot hypothesis is thercfore that the flints and the
stalagmir - ol articles belong to a late Nvolithic, or Bronze
Age, laver. . layv originally on the cemented floor, but was

largely rennxedd 7y s=nbsequent oceupation and by animals.

The ** Second Bon - Laver,” whicli lies fronm two to three feet
deeper, has not been excavated any further. It is hoped to reach
it again duving the present vear.



