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Rowberrow Cavern. 

By HERBERT TAYLOR. 

The exit cave known as Rowberrow Cavern overlooks the 
head of a valley in the North-western slopes of Blackdown. It 
is a wide, arched chamber in the dolomitic conglomerate, fined 
to within a few feet of the roof with clay and gravel. At the 
mouth, which is protected by a dry-stone waIl, is a level platform 
of about sixty square yards in extent. 

Excavation was commenced on ;\1ay 1st, 1920. A trial trench 
was dug across the floor of the cave. At a depth of two feet frag
ments of pottery and numerous animal bones were found, most 
of the latter being charred. 

It was realized early that the deposit was a deep one, its 
depth at the back of the cave being at least ten feet; at the mouth, 
in one place it exceeds twenty. 

With the object, first , of exposing any definite layers which 
might be present, and secondly, of providing a barrow-run, a 
wide trench was dug outside the cave, its floor sloping downwards 
to a depth of s ix feet at the cave mouth. All material dug was 
sorted and removed to the tip , forty feet dis tan t. This work 
exposed a layer known as the "Black Band" at a depth of be
tween five and six feet at the entrance to the cave; its contents 
indicate a Roman or Romano-British origin. 

A pit, ten feet by six feet, was then excavated just within the 
cave foot by foot to a depth of ten feet , in order to provide a working 
face and to permit further examination of the layers. At this 
depth further progress was stopped on the south-west side of the 
cave by a mass of rock, either a shelf or a large boulder ; but on 
the north-east work was continued until a total depth of thirteen 
feet was reached. No signs of a floor were found here . It was 
therefore decided to work towards the back of the cave as far as 
the trial trench, removing the deposit in layers of one foot. This 
has been done to a depth of four feet. 
STRATIFICATION. 
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the other, found in the first foot, has an eighth-inch 

hole drilled in it. 

5. 	 A broken oyster-shell found in the Black Band IS per
forated by a round hole near the umbo. 

ANH'lAL BO~Es. 

Animal remains are fairly numerous in the clay and Black 
Rand 	(layers 2, 3 and 4). They include: 

Sheep,Roe Deer, Red Deer, 

Goat, Horsf, Pig, 
Badger, Polecat,Fowl, 

Weasel,Dog, Fox, 

Shrew. 

and some bird and mammalian bones as yet unidentified. 

CONCLUSIO:\S. 

With the exception of the Black Baml, the first four feet 
cannot he separated into layers as yet. In the clay and Black 
Band the same contents are found at all levels; pottery of the 
same make occurs at depths of 4 inches to 4 fect; bones of the 
same individual at levels differing by as much as 3 feet, as in the 
case of the Polecat; and animal bones in great ly differing states 

of preservation si~e by side. 

This may he due either to disturhance by mall or animals, 
or to the whole four feet and its contents having been washed 
in rapidly from outside. Against the latter explanation is t he 
finding of large and small bones of the same individ ual side by 
side, which can hardly be expected under the action of water. 
On the other hand, the 11 UlI1crous remacins of badgers suggest a 

means of d isturbance. 

The work now in progress \vill show whether the Black Band, 
which is probably a Romano-British deposit, is worth further 
atten tion. Should it seem not, excavation would be carried down 
directly to the Second Bone Layer, which appears to become 
better marked as it is traced towards the back of the cave. 

Second Report on the Keltic Cavern.* 
By L. S. PALMER, Ph.D. 

I.-INTRODUCTION. 

Since the first report of the discovery and re-opening of this 
cave and of its important late Keltic contents, the work of in
vestigation has proceeded continuously, and has brought to light 
further evidence tending, on the whole, to confirm the conclusions 
already put forward in two previous accounts.1 The finds described 
in this report include aU those of importance which have not yet 
been recorded in these proceedings. Some, therefore, have not 
been mentioned in either of the two papers referred to above. 

II.-EXPLORATIOr\'. 

Persistent attempts to follow the streams III the cavern at 
points Band D (Plate xxi) have so far failed to penetrate more 
than 180 feet below the floor of the main cavern, at which depth 
chokes prevent further advance. The presence of gravel and of 
a less steep incline seem to indicate (from comparison with other 
::Vlendip subterranean waterways) that the more horizontal and 
therefore more roomy portions of the cave are almost within 
reach. At the very bottom a waterworn rift 20 feet deep has been 
entered. This is the fir,.;t part explored to be in solid rock, the 
way having previously lain through a maze of water\\'orn boulders. 

III.-FIKDS. 

l.-HU'IAN J3o:\Es .- Two more human bones have been 
discovered. The upper portion of a left female scapula was 
found at E. 20 (Plate xxi., pao e 92). It has no features of special 
in terest. The radius previously found in this locality has male 
characteri,.;tics. At C. 27 a portion of the upper half of the shaft 
of a femur was excavated. This bone is of considerable interest. 
It is male and the pilastering noticeable from the posterior aspect 

* The Ordnance Survey h,ls decided that this ca ve Shall be o ffi cially known 
as READ'S CAVERN, after Mr. R. F. R ead, the discovere r. To avoid 
confusion, however, the mO rt' familiar titl has been r tained in the 
heading and the text of the present paper. 

1 Proc. of University of Bristo 'l Spela,ologie,Ll Society, Vol. 1.. pagc' 9. Journal 
of Royal Anthropol. Inst. Vol. Ll., page 200, .\\1 g\1st 1921. 
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the other, found in the first foot, has an eighth-inch 
hole drilled in it. 

5. A broken oyster-shell found in the Black Band IS per
forated by a round hole near the umbo. 

ANIMAL BO~Es. 

Animal remains are fairly numerous in the clay and Black 
Rand (layers 2, 3 anct 4). They include: 

Roe Deer, Red Deer, Sheep, 
Goat, H.ors~, Pig, 
Fowl , Badger, Polecat, 
Dog, Fox, Weasel, 
Shrew. 

and some bird and mammalian bones as yet unidentified. 

CONCLUSIO)'"S. 

\Vith the exception of the Black Ballct, the first four feet 
cannot he separated into layers as yet. In the clay and Black 
Band the :;ame contents are found at all levels; pottery of the 
same make occurs at deptlls of 4 inches to 4 fect; bones of the 
same individual at levels difiering by as much as 3 feet, as in the 
case of the Polecat; and animal bones in greatly ctiffering states 
of pre~er\'ation sicJe by side. 

This may he oue either to ctisturhance by mall or animals, 
or to tile whole four feet and its contents having been washed 
in rapidly from outside. Against the latter explanation is the 
fincting of large and small bon('~ of the S~lme individ ual side by 
side, which can hardly be expected under the action of water. 
On the otber hand, the nllmerous remains of badgers suggest a 
means of disturbance. 

The work now in progress \vill show whether the Black Banct, 
which is probably a Romano-British deposit, is worth further 
attention. Shoulct it seem not, excavation would be carried down 
directly to the Second Bone Layer, which appears to become 
better marked as it is traced towards the back of the cave. 


