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have appeared in several works and proceed ings, the presenc.e of 
the bodies may be accounted for by any thing rather than cere
monial burial; probably by some catastrophe. The block a t the 
cave mouth may have been placed in position by survivors; bu t 
it was probably due to a fall of rock from na tura l causes . 

Old H.ed Sandstone pebbles were common in the floor of t he 
cave. At present, the nearest sandstone is to be found some 
hund reds of yards away . Even if they originated in the Dolo
mitic Conglomerate whch C0111('5; to the surface at the summit of 
the opposite bank of Burrington Combe, the floor must have been 
deposited quickly. This occurred aft er a very moist period which 
could be synchronised with one of the short periods in which the 
snow line descended at the ve ry close of the Pleis tocene epoch. 

We may conclude that the people whose remains were found 
in the cave were contemporaries with the late Magdalenians of 
S. France and possessed a culture which was Tardenoisian ; possibly 
a transitional stage between Aurignacian and that culture. This 
industrial evolution may have taken place in E ngland . 

It is to be regretted that so many investigators dug in the 
cave a t the early part of last century, and in such an unsystematic 
manner, but Human P alc'Contology was an unknown science at 
that time. The complete absence of the specimens fonnd by the 
early excavators is a great loss, but luckily, enough hum an bones 
have been recovered recently to show the racial type of the people 
who lived in this part of Bri tain a t the end of Paheolithic times, 
with the reindeer, giant deer , and lemming. 

Qui te a small part of the floor has been explored up to the 
present (Frontispiece) . the excavation of the right-hand side 
of the caVf; should bring to light many more remains . The work 
is slow, three fragments of flint are found to a ton of earth on the 
ave rage. 

I am indebted to Mr. Miles C. Burki tt , NI . I'Abbe Breuil , 
Dr. Marett , Mr. Reginald Smith and Profe~so r Sollas for the practical 
interest they took in the work in the cave, and for the iden ti
fication of the a rtifacts , to Dr. Andrews and Mr. Martin A . C. 
Hin ton of the South Kensington Museum for the determin ation of 
species of almos t all the mammal remains, and to Mr. E. T. Newton, 
F.R.S., for the identification of the bird remains . The excellent 
photographs shown in the frontispiece were t aken by Mr. J. H . 
Savory. 
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ote O~l the remains of birds obta,illt'd from Aveline's HDie, 

Burrington Combe, Somerset. 

By E. T. NEWTO}/, F.R.S. 

I.-CYGNUS OLOR? (Swan). 

The large bone from the stalagmite is the bumems of ;). swan 
wanting both ends. It is rather stouter than most of mv ex
amples, but is most probably Cygn:~s OlOf . 

The distal half of a very young bird L'i most likely t he sam 
pecics. 

2.- PHASIA}1US COLCHICUS. (Pheasant). 

A small pheasant is represented by two pieces of humed, 
half a tibia . an.d a picl'(, of sternum from the second and 
third feet . 

- l'm<DI X CINEREA . (P art ridge) . 

Represen ted by femur, half a tibia, and two pieces of sternum 
from the second foot, and a coracoid, and a humerus wanting 
'Dds, from the third foot . 

4.-Cuu ,lilA LIVIA? (Pigeon) , 

." head of h umerus from the fi rs t foot . 

:).--PJCA RUSTICA. (Magpie). 

.By a humerus from the first foot, and a lower jaw from the 
second foot . 

6.- CORVUS MONEDULA? (Jackdaw). 

A beak from the third foot. 

7.-HIRUNDO RUSTICA. (Swallow). 

An ulna from the third foot . 

8.-TURDUS VISCIVORUS. (Missel Thrush). 

A sternum from the stalagmite, three humeri, half ulna, one 
femur, and two halves of tibia from the third foot . 
Ati are living species. 
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